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ABSTRACT 
This monograph has a two-fold objective. Fundamen-
tally it is a historical inquiry of a general nature into 
the origins and growth of the former Town of valkerville 
which was amalgamated into the present City of indsor in 
1935. Secondly, it is an attempt to assess the influence 
of Hiram vlalker, from whom Walkerville derived its name, and 
his sons, in the evolution and ultimate development of the 
town from a sparsely populated settlement to a flourislling 
industrial enterprise. 
The first chapter provides a brief biographical 
sketch of Hiram Walker as a youth and Detroit businessman 
and suggests the factors which led him to Canadian soil in 
1856. A portrait of the infant post-office village of Walk-
erville is presented in Chapter Two. 
The period 1880-1915 was one of tremendous import 
to Walkerville. The advent of transportation facilities, 
the ensuing influx of industry, both the result of Hiram 
Walker's initiative, transformed the small village into a 
bustling industrial complex. This transition is depicted 
in Chapter Three. 
In 1890 the unincorporated village of V/alkerville 
attained town status. Chanter Four posits the reasons for 
this development. Consideration is also given to the 
ii 
problems of the fledgling municipality and two outstanding 
events in Walkerville's social history. The chapter termi-
nates ~nth the death of Hiram Walker. 
The fifth chapter provides a brief history of Walker-
ville institutions and landmarks including schools, churches, 
the library, and Willistead, the residence of E. C. Walker. 
The sixth and final chapter traces the additional territorial 
expansion of Walkerville which took place in 1922. Then, in 
retrogression, the street-development of the town is studied 
at various intervals. The decline of the Walker influence 
and conclusions complete the subject matter of chapter six. 
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CHAPT.t!;R I 
Y UNG ~~N ·ITH A VISIOd 
Interested persons might '\ttell spend nunerous hours 
over contemporary maps of Canada's southernmost county and 
still discover that Walkerville had eluded them. Such a 
problem is more apparent than real however, for the town in 
question legally expired nearly three decades ago. 
n July 1, 1935, the once-thriving municipal corpora-
tion of Walkerville, officially surrendered its identity and 
with two of the other Border Cities that lay along the south-
ern bank of the Detroit River entered into amalgamation with 
the City of Windsor, Ontario.l Today the portion of Windsor 
which previously was Walkerville constitutes a relatively 
diminutive area in east Windsor, and a visitor unfamiliar 
with this section would scarcely be aware that he was stand-
ing in what former scribes have referred to as, "the queerest 
place in all Christendom".2 
Yet even now, within this small enclave, some of the 
finest residential areas in Windsor are located. Here too, 
in the environs of the lovely little gothic Church of St. 
Mary's, and the magnificent Tudor-style mansion of Willistead 
lontario Statute, 25 George V, c. 74, s. 4. 
2Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
"Neither To'\tm Nor City", Detroit Journal, May 10, 1890, p. 2. 
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3 
is a serenity which is difficult of duplication in other 
parts of the city. 
Although Walkerville is officially relegated to the 
past, its name remains in common usage today. Almost thirty 
years after amalgamation, passengers on the Canadian National 
Railway still were given an opportunity to leave their 
coaches at Walkerville station or proceed two miles westerly 
until they should arrive at the Windsor terminal. When the 
latter perished under the wrecker's hammer several years ago, 
a modern edifice was completed on the site of the former 
Walkerville depot. Admittedly, "Windsor" is imprinted in 
large block letters on this new structure, yet "Walkerville" 
is placed underneath in parentheses, a de facto if not de 
jure testimony to the old town's lingering memory. 
Insofar as Canadian customs services are implicated, 
Windsor and Walkerville remain separate ports of entry. In 
port directories, Windsor is distinguished from the Port of 
Walkerville.3 Numerous firms in the former Walkerville area, 
particularly those which had incorporated the name into their 
business, still retain their Walkerville post office address, 
and letterheads and stationery have yet to concede the fact 
of amalgamation. Naturally Hiram Walker-Gooderham & Worts, 
distillers, refuse to relinquish the name which over the 
3A. T. Muir (ed.), Canadian Ports and Seaway Direc-
1Qry (19th ed. rev.; Gardenvale, Quebec: National Business 
Publications, 1963), p. 314. 
years has become synonymous with their liquid product, 
throughout the globe. 
4 
Staunch Walkervillians too, were very loathe to 
discard a name from which they derived such satisfaction 
through the years. Indeed, it is not strange today to hear 
Windsorites and former Walkervillians speak of going "down 
to Windsor", or "up to Walkerville''. The term " indsor-
alkerville" is still used to indicate a provincial riding 
in Ontario politics. Consequently in many instances, senti-
ment, habit, and possibly stubbornness or even resentment 
have prevailed over legislative decree and in this sense 
Walkerville has never ceased to exist. 
Hiram Walker, an American, founded Walkerville in 
1858. I would hope to prove in this thesis that Walkerville 
grew prosperously, not merely as a child of fortune, but 
rather through the influence of alker's pervasive person-
ality, his progressive outlook and his faith in railroads 
and industry. A secondary factor in Walkerville's success 
was the cooperation of the populace, partially through 
necessity, but primarily through pride in the mutual task of 
building a model municipality. The raib'lay, attainment of 
town status, the death of Hiram Walker and a waning enthu-
siasm exhibited by his sons, all were responsible for the 
decline of family control over the years. Fortunately, 
Walkerville was built on a firm foundation, and even after 
the Walkers no longer constituted an integral part of the 
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community, the town continued to flourish, imbued as it was 
with the spirit of the founder. 
The first inhabitants of the area under study were 
Indians of the Ottawa tribe under the renowned Pontiac.4 The 
same landscape that in the 1890's was to throb under the clan-
gorous wheels of industry, knew the stealthy tread of the 
Indian moccasin two centuries previously. In the immediate 
vicinity, or possibly even on the site of the future town of 
Walkerville was located an Ottawa village and adjacent bury-
ing ground. Perhaps from this very encampment, the "Red 
Napoleon" and his brother denizens of the forest set out in 
early May, 1763, intent on wreaking their savage vengeance 
upon the unwelcome inhabitants of Fort Detroit.5 At length, 
Pontiac discovered that his combined forces were unable to 
dislodge the British, and consequently the Chief of all the 
Ottawas disguised his wrath and apportioned several land 
grants on the southern shore of the Detroit River to the new-
comers. Such a transfer was effected by Pontiac to Lieutenant 
Edward Abbott of the Royal Artillery Regiment;6 a similar gift 
4Ernest J. Lajeunesse, The Windsor Border Region 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1960), pp. lviii and 
lxii. 
rev.; 
5Francis Parkman~ The Conspiracy of Pontiac (lOth ed. 
New York: Collier tiooks, 1962), pp. 172-78. 
6Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
MS Pontiac Deed of Land to Lieutenant Abbott of the Royal Ar-
tillery Regiment, September 17, 1765~ Photostatic reproduction. 
was bestowed on Alexis Maisonville. 7 These gestures of the 
leader of a conquered nation probably constituted the terri-
torial entirety of the future Town of alkerville. 8 
Hiram Walker whose patronym was to be perpetuated in 
the name of alkerville, initially purchased acreage on the 
south bank of the Detroit River in 1856. On December 22, of 
that year, he completed a transaction for a tract of land in 
7Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
MS Pontiac Deed of Land to Alexis Maisonville, September 18, 
1765. Photostatic reproduction. 
8rn order to prove this hypothesis, it is necessary 
to show that these deeds were parts of farm lots ninety-four, 
ninety-five or ninety-six in the first concession, the Town-
ship of Sandwich East, which until 1922 constituted the Town 
of Walkerville. In September, 1765, a tract of land was 
granted to Lieutenant Abbott by Pontiac (Supra, Ch. I, p. 7). 
In September, 1769, Abbott transferred this land to Antoine 
Louis Labadie (Ibid.). On October 18, 1784, Antoine Louis 
Labadie married Charlotte Barthe and of this marriage ten 
children were born (Philippe E. Panet, "The Labadie Family in 
the County of Essex, Ontario", Essex Historical Society Papers 
and Addresses, I [ 1913] , 43). One of these children was 
Phyllis (Ibid.). In the last will of Antoine Louis Labadie, 
his land was divided among his wife and nine surviving chil-
dren (Ibid., p. 51). By her marriage with John Hall, Phyllis 
Labadie had a son, Eugene Hall (Hiram Walker Gooderham &; 
Worts Library, Walkerville, Ontario. Francis X. Chauvin, 
"Hiram Walker, His Life and His ork and the Development of 
the Walker Institutions in Walkerville, Ontario", [1927], 
Ch. VIII, p. 2). On his mother's death, Eugene Hall received 
his mother's ninth share of the Labadie farm (Ibid.). On 
December 22, 1856, Hall sold to Hiram Walker this portion of 
land (Hiram ~alker Historical Museum, Windsor. MacDonald 
Historical Collection, MS Wilkinson Papers, 20-235, lot 
ninety-six. Cited hereafter as the Wilkinson Papers). Since 
Hiram Walker bought portions of lots ninety-five and ninety-
six, and upon these founded the town, Walkerville at one time 
was the pro erty of Pontiac. Further, in September, 1765, 
Pontiac deeded additional land to Alexis Maisonville, to the 
east of that land previously granted to Abbott (Supra, Ch. I, 
p. 7). This would appear to be lot ninety-four. Thus very 
probably most of the town was under Indian ownership. 
9 
lots ninety-five and ninety-six, in the Township of Sandwich 
East, the County of Essex.9 The price was three hundred 
English pounds. 10 
The grantor was a descendant of the Labadie family 
of Essex County. Specifically, Hall was the great grandson 
of Pierre Descomps dit Labadie, a native of the City of La 
Rochelle, France, who was buried in Detroit, September 10, 
1782.11 A son of the deceased, Antoine Louis Descomps dit 
Labadie, procured the tract of land which Pontiac had granted 
to Lieutenant Abbott four years previously, on September 14, 
1769.12 On October 18, 1784, Antoine Louis Labadie married 
Charlotte Barthe, and the couple in time became the parents 
of ten children.13 
Antoine Louis Labadie died in 1806. His last will 
and testament, dated May 26, 1806, provided that his river-
front properties be divided equally among the nine surviving 
9Wilkinson Papers, lot ninety-six. 
10Essex County Registry Office. MS Abstract of Title 
Book, First Concession, Township of Sandwich East, lot 96, 
Instrument 476, p. 25. Cited hereafter as Abstract of Title 
Book. 
11Panet, Essex Historical Society Papers and Addresses, 
I (1913), 39. 
12Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
MS Deed from Edward Abbott by Pontiac to Antoine Louis Labadie, 
September 14, 1769. Photostatic reproduction. 
13Panet, Essex Historical Society Papers and Addresses, 
I (1913), 43. 
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children of his last marriage.14 Subsequently one of the 
daughters of the late Antoine Louis Labadie bequeathed her 
ninth share to her son Eugene Hall by her marriage with John 
Hall.l5 This latter individual disposed of his inheritance 
to Hiram alker in 1$56. 
In the following January, Walker augmented his land 
holdings in Essex County through the purchase of portions of 
lot ninety-six in the first and second concessions from C. F. 
Labadie16 for the sum of 250 pounds. 17 On the same date, 
January 24, 1S57, Walker obtained an additional parcel of 
land from grantors John Montreuil, Luc Montreuil and Alexander 
Chapoton. This acquisition was located in the first two con-
cessions of Sandwich East in lot ninety-six. 1g The sum in-
volved was 750 pounds. 19 As a result of these real estate 
purchases, Walker had acquired approximately 46S acres of 
Canadian land. 20 
Hiram Walker was born in the town of Douglas, Massa-
chusetts, forty-five miles from Boston, on July 4, 1Sl6.21 
14Ibid., pp. 4S-51. 
15chauvin, Ch. VIII, p. 2. 
16wilkinson Papers. 
17Abstract of Title Book, Instrument 515, p. 31. 
lSWilkinson Papers. 
19Abstract of Title Book, Instrument 514, p. 31. 
20chauvin, Ch. VIII, p. 4. 
2lcompendium of History and Bio~raphy of the City of 
Detroit and Wayne County, Michigan (Chicago: Henry Taylor and 
Co., 1909), p. 352. 
11 
Young Hiram attended school until he was sixteen years of age. 
Then, apprehensive over the absence of opportunities locally, 
Walker determined to travel to Boston. There in 1S36, he 
received employment in a dry-goods store. In this entrepot 
of commerce, the young clerk received a liberal business edu-
cation which was to prove invaluable to him in his more mature 
22 years. 
The opening up of the West, or possibly the construc-
tion of the Erie Canal, which simplified travel westward 
stirred Walker's imagination and in 1838, still only twenty-
two years of age, he arrived in Detroit, Michigan. 23 
The initial employment secured by the young easterner 
in Detroit was much similar to that which he had forsaken in 
Boston.24 He became a clerk in a grocery establishment on 
Atwater Street, immediately east of Woodward Avenue.25 Follow-
ing this employment, he started his own grocery business on 
Atwater Street, near Bates Street. 26 Success did not attend 
this venture, and the young New England entrepreneur entered 
into a partnership with one Jeremiah Ingersoll, who directed 
a tannery and leather business on Dequindre Street. Unfortu-
nately fate intervened in this undertaking in the form of a 
Detroit 
The s. 
22chauvin, Ch. VIII, p. 4. 
23compendium of History and Biography of the City of 
and Wayne County, Michigan, • 352. 
24The City of Detroit Michigan, 1701-1922, IV {Detroit: 
J. Clark Publishing Co., 1922), 676. 
25Ibid. 26rbid. 
12 
disastrous fire which resulted in the suspension of business. 27 
gain Walker sought his fortune in the grocery trade at 39 
28 Woodward Avenue. At that time, a grocer stocked a wide 
variety of merchandise for sale, and alker was no exception 
to this rule. Farmers might purchase such implements as 
scythes, swaths, cradles and rakers at the Walker Wholesale 
and Retail Store a few doors below Jefferson Avenue. 29 Cedar 
posts, "hewed on two sides", teas of various origins and 
types, by the chest and half-chest, cigars, pepper, sauce, 
boxes of writing ink, are all described as articles available 
for purchase at Walker's place of business as well.30 One of 
the commodities kept for sale by Walker was cider vinegar.31 
A fairly inexpensive item, the young merchant disposed 
of his vinegar in gallon containers for ten cents, thus real-
izin~ only a meagre profit. Walker knew that if he could 
eliminate the wholesale price of the liquid he would stand to 
gain considerably. Further reflection prompted the Detroit 
merchant to conceive an idea of producing his own vinegar. 
fter purchasing the required equipment, Walker constructed 
27rbid. 
2BBurton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
"Notes on Early Detroit Merchants Etc.", p. 124. 
29Detroit Daily Advertiser, July 1, 1850. 
3°rbid., September 11, 1850. 
31Ibid., September 11, 1850; October 3, 1851. 
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a small vinegar factory at 126 oodbridge Avenue and began 
to manufacture vinegar for wholesale and retail purposes.3 2 
As to the quality of this product, Edmund G. Desnoyers, M.D., 
a pharmaceutical chemist, reported that the l alker vinegar 
"contained no impurities whatsoever", yet possessed "the 
strength of the best standard vinegar".33 This vinegar fac-
tory was sold in 1858, by which time Walker had developed a 
thriving vinegar trade sellin~ as much as several thousands 
of barrels at once. His ware was regarded as "an article 
vastly superior to that commonly sold".34 
In the 1850's Detroit groceries were also liquor 
dispensaries, actually, the two were synonymous.3 5 Since 
liquor, like vinegar, possessed definite consumer appeal, 
Walker determined to enter into the distilling of spirits on 
the basis of his successful vinegar venture. The first 
barrel of alker's whisky was distilled in 1854, at 35 Atwater 
Street in Detroit.36 This product soon gained as fine a 
reputation as Walker's vinegar and both were much in demand, 
bringing their manufacturer extensive profits. Continued 
success in this lucrative enterprise was not at all assured 
32chauvin, Ch. VII, p. 4. 
33netroit Daily Advertiser, October 3, 1851. 
34Ibid., June 24, 1858. 
35silas Farmer History of Detroit and ayne County 
and Early Michigan! I (3rd ed. rev.; Detroit: Silas Farmer 
and Co., 1g9o), $3~. 
36chauvin, Ch. VII, p. 5. 
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however, primarily as a result of the ambivalent temperance 
attitude within the State of Michigan. 
Eight years prior to Walker's arrival in Detroit, on 
February 19, 1830, the first temperance society in the city 
was organized under the title "The Detroit Association for 
the Suppression of Intemperance".37 Agitation for and against 
the sale of liquor was maintained throughout the next two 
decades until 1853, when numerous petitions resulted in the 
first "Maine" law of Michigan.3 8 Approved February 12, 1853, 
it provided: 
That the Council ••• on the first Monday of October 
might authorize some one person to sell liquor for 
mechanical and medicinal purposes upon his giving 
bonds to sell for those purposes only. The dealers 
were required to keep a list of persons buying liq-
uor, the kind bought and a st~tement of the purpose 
for which it was to be used.3~ 
This legislation became operative on December l, 1853.4° 
On November 22, 1853, the Carson League for Wayne 
County was organized, its objective being to raise suffici-
ent sums to pay for the enforcement of the recently passed 
"Maine" law. However the various temperance societies sus-
tained a temporary setback on December 9, 1853, when the 
recently instituted legislation was declared unconstitutional 
thus bringing relief to the oppressed liquor dealers and 
groceries. 41 Such encouragement was soon manifest in an 
37Farmer, p. 838. 
39Ibid. 
41Ibid. 
38Ibid., p. 840. 
4°Ibid. 
15 
increased productivity on the part of liquor manufacturers 
and it was at this time that Walker started to engage in the 
p~roduction of spirits. The Carson League was suspended, and 
those who retailed in liquors were free to carry on their 
trade. Yet still the temperance question remained only in 
abeyance. Temperance agitation increased and subsequently 
the "Ironclad Maine Law" was passed at Lansing, Michigan, on 
February 3, 1$55: 
This law made the traffic in liquor entirely illega • 
No one was permitted to sell except druggists, whose 
sole or principal business was the selling of drugs, 
and they might sell only for medicine; or as a chem-
ical agent, or for scientific, mechanical or manu-
facturing purposes, or sacramental uses, and were re-
quired to give bonds to keep the law. All payments 
for liquor were declared illegal, and made recover-
able at law. Bills for liquor were made non-collect-
able, penalties were provided for disobeying the law, 
and liquors seized might be destroyed.42 
When the law became operative, 0n May 15, $55, the 
immediate result was the closing of numerous groceries and 
saloons. Yet the remaining dealers displayed a willingness 
to oppose the nev1 legislation. This spirit led to the re-
opening of many of the establishments. The defiant attitude 
of the merchants was fought with many arrests but few con-
victions, and in due time the zeal of the authorities sub-
sided, in direct proportion, and the law was seldom enforced.43 
The corollary was an increase in the number of saloons and 
43Ibid. 
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stores retailing in liquors and by 1858 temperance agitation 
was again present. 
The instability of the local le~islation apparently 
forced Walker into additional enterprises of a more stable 
nature and gradually he be~an to emerge as one of Detroit's 
leading grain buyers. Originally Walker sought to supply 
Michigan millers, but by 1857, he had extended his operations 
so that they included many areas of the United States and the 
Canadas.44 Indeed, his grain-buying activities were among 
the several reasons for his decision to locate in Canada West. 
By 1855, the Great Western Railway had been completed 
from the Niagara River to Windsor. The presence of the rail-
way, with its terminus at Windsor was doubtless a determinant 
factor in Walker's decision to purchase real estate immedi-
ately east of that town. The importance of the railroad can 
scarcely be over-estimated. By 1858 trains of the Michigan 
Centra145 and Michigan Southern Railroads carried passengers 
and freight from Chicago and Cincinnati to Detroit, 46 at 
which point they were transported by Great Western ferries 
to the depot at iindsor. The Great Western road, via Niagara 
44chauvin, Ch. VI, p. 5. 
45William J. Wilgus, The Railway Interrelations of 
the United States and Canada (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1937), p. 50. See Map-Railway Situation in the United 
States and Canada ••• 1851. 
46A. W. Currie, The Grand Trunk Railway of Canada 
(Toronto: The University of Toronto Press, 1957), p. 168. 
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Falls and the Suspension Bridge, provided the only rail ser-
vice to the East. It was the most direct route to London, 
Hamilton, Toronto, Kingston, Prescott, Montreal and Portland. 47 
At Buffalo, connections were made with the New York Central 
system to such cities as Rochester, Syracuse, Rome, Albany, 
New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Boston.48 Windsor pro-
vided a direct link with the West and the Atlantic, which was 
only possible in 1855. 
Amherstburg, Ontario, an incorporated village of 
about ?.6o0 inhabitants by 1858,49 might have proven a suit-
able alternative for the Michigan distiller but it lacked the 
railway, although in the 1850's it appeared that Amherstb1rg 
would soon become a railway centre. Ofricials of the Great 
Western contemplated the construction of a branch line from 
Windsor to Amherstburg to connect with the Michigan Southern 
Railway50 which had established a through connection to 
Chicago in 1853. 51 In 1855, the Amherstburg and St. Thomas 
Railway Company was incorporated to build from Amherstburg 
to St. Thomas. This company amal amated with the Niagara 
and Detroit Rivers llailway in 1858, for the purpose of con-
4 7~ il gus , pp • 3 9, 4 5 • 
~gibid.~ p. 50. See map. 
49John Lovell (ed.), The Canada Directory for 1857-58 
(Montreal: John Lovell, 1858), p. 39. 
50currie, p. 168. 
51 ilgus, p. 82. 
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structing a line between Niagara Falls and Amherstburg.52 
All these projected lines failed to materialize however,53 
and it was not until 1873 that Amherstburg was served by the 
Canada Southern Railway.54 
Significant as the railway was in itself, its impor-
tance was increased by the passage of the 1854 reciprocity 
pact between the United States and Canada. Article three of 
the treaty provided for the free admittance of a large selec-
tion of natural products of the two nations, including grain, 
flour and all kinds of animals. 55 As a dealer in grain, such 
a clause must have proved particularly attractive to Hiram 
Walker; and the Windsor vicinity, because of its geographical 
location between the north-western states and the eastern 
states was an extremely favourable site. Walker was probably 
aware too, "that wheat and flour were by far the greatest 
52Robert Dorman (ed.), A Statutory History of the 
Steam and Electric Railways of Canada (Ottawa: The King's 
Printer, 1938), p. 413. 
53currie, p. 168. Although the Canadian Board of 
Directors sought the extension of the Great Western to 
Amherstburg, the English shareholders were apprehensive of 
over-extension and condemned construction of the line and 
thus it was not built. The story of the Niagara and Detroit 
Rivers Railway was one of bad faith, a dishonest director-
ship who engaged in reckless extravagance and misappropria-
tion of funds, the whole of which resulted in its disintegra-
tion before the line was built (Curry, pp. 256-59). 
54Wilgus, p. 83. 
55nonald c. Masters, The Reciprocity Treaty of 1854 
(2nd ed. Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1963), P. 
142. 
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Canadian export to the United States, and in 1856 comprised 
over two-thirds of the total American imports from the pro-
vince".56 
In addition to the lucrative transportation facili-
ties and reciprocity, an immediate advantage was the presence 
of cheaper building materials and land. 57 A fourth factor 
which must have influenced Walker's ultimate decision was 
the absence of strong competition in the immediate 'indsor 
area. Admittedly, there were two distilleries in Windsor, 
yet this relatively weak competition was insignificant when 
compared to the situation in Detroit, where distilleries were 
numerous. Moreover Canada West did not possess the unstable 
legislation existent in Michigan pertaining to the selling 
and manufacture of liquors. 
As a dealer in grain, Walker realized too, that Essex 
County lacked a single steam milling plant for the production 
of flour. Such an operation could surely out-produce the 
antiquated windmills which sparsely dotted the southern shore 
of the Detroit River.58 
Finally, the knowledge that Hiram Walker had accumu-
lated over the years in Detroit, of the conditions in Essex 
County, through his business relationships with farmers in 
56 Ibid., p. 110. 
57chauvin, Ch. VI, p. 5. 
58Ibid., Ch. VII, p. 7. 
20 
the vicinity, indicated that there existed an adequate supply 
of grain sufficient to sustain both a milling and distillery 
enterprise. Such motives as these, then, prompted Hiram 
Walker to become a landowner in Canada in the year 1857. 
CHAPTER II 
THE HAlVJLET 
In 1857, Walker, then a resident of Hamtramck, a 
suburb of Detroit, commenced his daily trips to Canada West 
to personally supervise the construction of his distillery 
and steam flour rnill.l The following year, the facilities 
were ready for production to begin. The mill was the initial 
unit to open and almost immediately the quality of the alker 
flour brought the product considerable fame. 
The distillery began to operate about the middle of 
1858. Corn and rye were obtained locally for the mash while 
most of Walker's malt was purchased in Toronto. The spirits 
were leached through charcoal, then coloured, and the pro-
duct was ready for the consumer. 2 At the outset, no system 
of maturation prevailed and production was governed by demand 
which might reach seven hundred gallons in twenty-four hours. 3 
In March 1859, Hiram alker, his wife and family left 
their home in Hamtramck for their Canadian land-holdings on 
1Hiram Walker-Gooderham & Worts Library, Walkerville, 
Ontario. Francis X.Chauvin, "Hiram Walker, His Life and His 
Work and the DeveCopmeQt of the alker Institutions in alker-
ville, Ontario", 1927j, Ch. VIII, p. 4. 
2 Ibid., Ch. IX, p. 2. 
3Ibid., Ch. IX, p. 3. 
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the south bank of the Detroit River. 4 Mrs. alker was the 
former Abigail Williams who had the distinction of being the 
first white child born in the Saginaw Valley, 1.;here her 
father served as Indian paymaster.5 The coupl~ had five 
children when they arrived in Canada West, including two 
daughters, Elizabeth and Jennie Melissa, and three sons, 
illis, Edward Chandler and Franklin Hiram. sixth child, 
James Harrington was born in Canada in 1859. 6 
The distiller's dwelling on the river bank was a 
large rambling frame house erected about 1839 by the Labadie 
family. On his arrival, Walker remodelled the old French 
residence to better accommodate his family by the addition 
of a third storey which served the ch~ldren as a playroom.? 
It was not long before the newcomer became quite 
prosperous. This prosperity was derived not only from the 
operation of the Windsor Distillery and Flouring Mill, as 
the enterprise was known in its formative years8 , but from 
additional sources as well. 
4co endium of Histor of the Cit of 
Detroit and Wayne County, Michigan 
and Co., 1909), p. 353. 
Henry Taylor 
5The Cit of Detroit Michi an 
The s. J. Clark Publishing Co., 1922 , 
6carnegie Library, Windsor. Francis X. Chauvin, 
"Digest of the Life of Hiram Walker", (n.p. 1927), p. 9. 
?Chauvin, nHiram Nalker, His Life ••• ", Ch. IX, 
p. 5. 
8Hiram Walker Historical Museum, Windsor. MS Hiram 
Walker Bill of Sale, December 24, 1864, 20-226. 
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Hiram Walker soon determined that the distillery 
wastes might be used effectively elsewhere. He conceived the 
idea of raising hogs which were fattened on distillery slops. 
Soon the hog pens adjacent to the distillery were a prominent 
feature of the landscape. This enterprise was of sufficient 
import to provide employment for some fifteen or twenty farm-
hands who tended the animals which at times were approximately 
500 in number. Toronto and Montreal markets served as outlets, 
while from the latter city, the lalker-fattened hogs might be 
dispatched to London and Liverpool.9 About 1862 the Great 
Western Railway built a switch into the stockyards to facili-
tate the shipment of hogs. 10 This business was terminated in 
1865 after the pens were ravaged by a cholera epidemic. The 
misfortune proved to be merely a temporary reversal however, 
as alker turned next to the fattening of cattle obtained 
from Essex County farms. 11 Like their predecessors, these 
animals thrived on the mash derived from the distillery \'Tastes, 
and shipments abroad \'lere continued with the pens sometimes 
filled \'lith fourteen hundred to two thousand head of cattle. 12 
9Chauvin~ "Hiram Walker, His Life ••• ", Ch. X, 
• 4. 
10compendium of History and Biography of the City of 
Detroit and Wayne County, Michigan, p. 353. 
llchauvin, "Hiram Walker, His Life ••• ", Ch. X, 
p. 5. 
12carnegie Library, Windsor. The Essex Record, August 
1, 1872' p. 1. 
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Another source of income during this period was from 
speculation in American currency. The huge expenses of the 
American Civil War caused the United States' Government to 
issue millions of dollars of legal tender notes or "green-
backs", so-called because the backs of the bills were printed 
in green ink. Uncertainty as to the result of the conflict 
as the war continued was sufficient to increase the value of 
gold and silver. At length, in June, 1864, this trend was 
maintained until the purchasing power of gold was thrice that 
of the Government notes. 13 Hiram Walker believed that after 
the war, the American currency would regain its status, and 
so he proceeded to purchase as much "green-back" currency as 
his means permitted. When the war terminated, the United 
States currency returned to par and alker reaned a small 
fortune. 14 
In 1864, legislation in the State of Michigan pro-
hibited the purchase of spirited beverages in that state. 
This led to the smuggling of liquors from Canada to Michigan 
centres. alker was no deterrent to those desirous of ignor-
ing the liquor laws of their state. On the contrary, "every 
day Walker's distillery was busy loading jugs and casks ••• 
in American boats heading for the American shores and borders".l5 
13Silas Farmer History of Detroit and wayne County 
and Early Michigan, I (Jrd ed. rev.; Silas F'armer and Co., 
1890), 838. 
l4chauvin, "Hiram Walker, His Life ••• ", Ch. X, p. 6. 
15Ibid. 
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Since his distillery enterprise was apparently 
assured of success, and with all of his divers activities in 
Canada West reaping him handsome dividends, Walker returned 
to Detroit after a five year sojourn in Canada. The "Cottage", 
as the big frame house on the river front was known, remained 
in the family however, when Walker's father-in-law occupied 
16 it on the latter's departure. 
Uncertainty surrounds the date at which the tiny 
settlement evolving about the distillery was commonly known 
as Walkerville. In the sixties, the names Walkerville and 
Walkertown vrere used by the inhabitants of the hamlet on the 
southern shore of the Detroit River.17 In 1866 and 1867, 
Walkerville was described simply as: 
A small village, situated on the riverside, about a 
mile above Windsor. It contains a distillery, carried 
on by Hiram Walker and Company, a hotel ••• ; store, 
etc; and several tenements built by Walker and Co. for 
the convenience of theis employees, which number from 
eighty to one hundred. 
i 
On March 1, 1869, the name Walkerville was officially sanc-
tioned by Ottawa when the settlement was recognized as a post-
ff . .11 19 o 1ce v1. age. 
16carnegie Library, Windsor. Robert L. Daniels (comp.), 
"\tllillistead", (n.p. 1943). 
17Hiram Walker Historical Musewn, Windsor. MS M·. A. 
Walker Account Book, January 1869-April 12, 189S, 20-228. 
18Q.gunty of Essex Gazeteer and General and Business 
Directory for 1866-67 (Woodstock: Sutherland and Company, 
1867)' p. 128. 
19compendium of History and Biography of the City of 
Detroit and Wayne County, Michigan, p. 353. 
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Soon after Walkerville acquired official status, its 
first church was established through the generosity of Hiram 
Walker, who believed his employees would derive benefits from 
Such d .f. 20 an e 1 1ce. In 1870 a church was erected on the south 
side of present-day Riverside Drive, 21 almost directly oppo-
site the "Cottage" 22 in which Hiram Walker had resided while 
in Walkerville. 
Dedicated Sunday, Ja~uary 8, 1871,23 the new church 
was of brick construction. 24 The initial cost was twelve 
thousand dollars25 and the structure would seat 250 worship-
26 
oers. The church basement was utilized originally for com-
bined Sunday school and day-school purposes. 27 The citizens 
2Dtincoln Road United Church Archives, Windsor. MS 
Letter from -John Semmens, first pastor of St. Mary's Church, 
Walkerville, to Rev. H. A. Graham, incumbent pastor of Lincoln 
Road Methodist Church, Walkerville, November 15, 1915. Cited 
hereafter as Letter from Semmens to Graham. 
21Lincoln Road United Church Archives, Windsor. MS 
Letter from Rev. A. Langford, who dedicated first St. Mary's 
Church, to Rev. H. A. Graham, incumbent pastor of Lincoln 
Road Methodist Church, Walkerville, November 2, 1915. Here-
after cited as Letter from Langford to Graham. 
Map of 
22Hiram Walker Historical Museum, Windsor. c. E. Goad, 
Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, Sheet One. 
23Letter from Langford to Graham. 
24The Detroit Advertiser and Tribune, May 4, 1870. 
25tetter from Semmens to Graham. 
260ffice of the Anglican Church of Canada, Diocese 
of Huron, Richmond Street, London, Ontario. Synod Journal, 
Diocese of Huron, 1898-1901, Abstract of Parochial Reports 
for the Year Ending April 20, 1898, p. xlvi. 
27Archives of St. Mary's Church, Walkerville, Robert 
L. Daniels, St. Mary's Church, (n.p. 1942), p. 3. 
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of Walkerville, almost exclusively Walker employees were 
surveyed as to the denomination of the church, and in this 
way it was determined that it should be a Methodist affilia-
tion.28 The first pastor of the infant enterprise was a 
student minister, John Semmens, who was selected from Vic-
toria College for the position by the President of the 
Canadian Methodist Conference. Provisions were made for the 
young man at the Walker "Cottage", 29 where Semmens "ate at 
the Walker table and enjoyed all the comforts and luxuries 
which his palatial residence provided". 30 After Dedication 
Sunday, Sabbath services were held regularly, a Sunday School 
was organized, and a Wednesday Prayer Meeting rounded out the 
weeks's activities.3l The youthful incumbent pastor ras "dis-
tinctly given to understand that no reference was to be made 
to the liquor traffic during his stay but that when an or-
dained man \'Tas sent he might exercise his own judgement in 
regard to the matter" } 2 The first ordained minister did see 
fit to clarify his position on temperance and soon after the 
doors of the church were closed.33 
Z8Ibid., p. 6. 
29At this time, Franklin H. alker occupied "the 
Cottage" (Francis X. Chauvin, "Digest of the Life of Hiram 
Walker" , p. 9) • 
3Gtetter from Semmens to Graham. 
3libid. 32Ibid. 
33Ibid. There is a discrepancy in this instance as 
to whether the second or third pastor of St. Mary's was 
28 
Following the discontinuance of the Methodist ser-
vices, efforts were instituted to have the church adopted by 
the Church of England. 34 However the leading church authori-
ties were most reluctant to establish a new parish in a 
village of only two hundred inhabitants.3 5 Yet Hiram alker 
assured the Anglicans that he would undertake to assume any 
financial burdens and consequently Church of England services 
began in 1874.36 Meanwhile the church was named St. Mary's 
after Mrs. 1alker who died Sentember 14, 187237 and a window 
in the church was installed in memoriam.3 8 As an nglican 
church, rectors from All Saints' Church in ~indsor were dis-
patched to Walkerville for afternoon services until May 31, 
1874, after which time St. Mary's and St. Stephen's in Sand-
wich South became a sin~le parish and received the services 
of a regular rector,3 9 In 18S2 the parishoners totalled 139, 
with an average morning attendance of forty, while in the 
evening an average of sixty members and adherents were pre-
sent at the services. The Sunday School had an average 
responsible for the declaration which resulted in the closing 
of the church. However both Semmens and Langford indicate 
the year as 1872 (cf. Letter from Semmens to Graham and Letter 
from Langford to Graham). 
34naniels, St, Mary's Church, p. 6. 
35p, A. Crossley (ed,), Lovell's Gazeteer of British 
North America 1874 (Montreal: John Lovell, 1874), p, 350. 
36naniels~ St. Mary's Church, p. 6, 
37The Essex Record, September 19, 1872, p. 2, 
38naniels, St. Mary's Church, p. 4. 
39Ibid., p. 6, 
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attendance of seventy-five pupils, and thirteen officers. 40 
In 1SS5 the church underwent extensive repairs. It 1vas 
painted outside and within, the seats all cushioned and the 
floor carpeted. A basement furnace was installed, which per-
mitted the removal of the unsightly stove pipes from the 
church interior.41 The church was then very comfortable, 
but the attendance remained rather small, partially due to 
the frequent changes of pastorates between 1882 and rgss. 
In the latter year a sizeable increase was noticeable in 
attendance with both Sunday School pupils and parishoners 
almost doubled and it appeared that this problem had been 
solved.42 
The public school remained in the basement of t. 
Maryts Church until 1879 or 1880 coming under the jurisdic-
tion of school section number one of the Township of Sand-
which East in 1877.43 In that year, Franklin H. Walker and 
Hiram Walker, son and nephew of the founder shared the trus-
44 teeship with H. A. MacAfee. After the school was removed 
from the church basement, a new institution was opened at 
the south-west corner of the present-day Devonshire Road and 
40 Archives of St. Mary's Church, Walkerville. St. 
Mary's Parish Register, 1874-1894, p. 12. 
41 42 Ibid., p. 7. Ibid., pp. 7-8. 
43Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public Library. 
c. M. Burton, Scrap Book, IV, p. 60. 
44Ibid. 
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Wyandotte Street.45 In dimensions, thirty by fifty feet, the 
two storey frame structure was erected at a cost of ·1600.00, 
on a site donated by Hiram 'alker. Surrounded by ornamental 
shrubs and a lawn, enclosed within a "handsome fence", this 
b 'ld' . d . . f . 46 I 1 666 u1 1ng rema1ne 1n serv1ce or s1x years. n oo , a 
fine brick edifice replaced the wooden structure and in 1890 
this school was designated "The Walkerville Public School".47 
Satisfactory provisions being made for the academic 
and spiritual welfare of his people, the distiller now turned 
to the development of public utilities for the village and by 
the winter of 1875-?6, Walkerville was illuminated by lamps 
erected at Walker's expense.48 Simultaneously a water system 
was developed and by 1877 the inhabitants of the village could 
boast of their own pumping station.49 
45naniels, St. Mary's Church, p. 4. 
46Hiram Walker-Gooderham & Worts Library. Amherstburg 
Echo, February 13, 1880, Article 118. Microfilm copy. Here-
after all references to this newspaper which include an arti-
cle number will be from this microfilm source. 
47 6 Burton, p. 0. 
48Amherstburg Echo, ca. December 1875-February 1876, 
Article 129. 
49rt is not immediately clear whether at the cutset 
the waterworks was a continuation of the Windsor system or 
solely a Valkerville enterprise. The following excerpts seem 
to indicate the former. eg. "Messrs. Walker of Walkerville 
desire to have their village sup lied with water from the 
1indsor waterworks and considerable discussion on the subject 
is now taking ulace. The Record says: Granting that Messrs. 
ialker are really in earnest in their desire for the water 
supply •••• Various ways of accomplishing the object are 
open to them, the simplest o.f \'Thich would perhaps be to obtain 
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One of the most important steps in the 1870's was 
the establishment of a fire department in the village. Prior 
to its formation, conflagrations were fought by the collective 
efforts of ~alkervillians who manned the local fire engine. 
While the villagers fought the fire, a telegram would be sent 
to the office of the Windsor Mayor who would dispatch the 
Windsor steam engine and hook and ladder wagon to the scene 
50 
of the blaze. Understandably, such arrangements were un-
satisfactory and on January 9, 1877, the Walkerville Fire 
51 Brigade was brought into existence. 
At inception, the brigade consisted of three compa-
nies, No. 1 Hose Company, No. 2 Hose Company, and a Hook and 
power from Parliament for the laying of drains by the town-
ship council of Sandwich East to connect with those in the 
streets of Windsor, and by giving Windsor a lump sum for 
keeping such mains full." (Amherstbur~ Echo, 1875, Article 22). 
And later, "F. A. Kirby is superintending the erection of the 
new Windsor waterworks at Walkerville". (Amherstburg Echo, 
1875, Article 24.) The Windsor waterworks was being built 
about the same time, as in March 1872, the indsor people in 
a referendum voted for the construction of a waterworks and 
by November 28, construction was well underway (see The Essex 
RecordJ November 28, 1872, p. 2). At any rate, by the winter 
of 1S7o, the system was complete as is indicated by the 
follo~~ng excerpt: " alkerville is making rapid strides to-
ward modern improvement, and is getting to be a city in minia-
ture. It has a complete system of waterworks, street lamps, 
etc ••••• " (Amherstburg Echo, ca. December 8, 1876, Article 
45). This latter discovery seems to be verified by the 
minutes of the Walkerville Fire Brigade (Hiram Walker Histor-
ical Museum, MS Walkerville Fire Brigade Minute Book, 1877-79, 
20-230). 
5°The Essex Record, November 28, 1872, p. 2. 
51Hiram Walker Historical Museum, Walkerville Fire 
Brigade Minute Book, 1877-79, Report for half-year ending 
July 1, 1877. 
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Ladder Company. 52 All the firemen were employees of the 
Walker distillery53 and for some time H. A. \'Jalker, a. nephew 
of the town founder and superintendent of the distillery 
machinery department54 was the fire chier.55 The Walkers 
exercised rather strict control over the firefighters and in 
1878 the brigade was given the opportunity to elect its o~m 
officers but only if the candidates were first approved by 
the Walkers.56 The monthly brigade and company meetings were 
most important and anyone absent was expected to provide 
j ustification f or his absence to the satisfaction of H. A. 
Walker, the brigade chief. If the excuse did not meet with 
the superintendent's approval, the issue was put to a vote 
of those present at the meeting, and if the defendant was 
guilty of absence without reason, he was fined ten cents for 
his delinquincy. 57 
In the early years of the department, fires were in-
frequent and this necessitated monthly practice sessions. A 
52Ibid., Brigade :Meeting January 16, 1877. 
53Hiram Walker Historical Museum, C. E. Goad, ~P of 
Walkerville, Ontario, February 1884, Second Sheet. 
54commemorative Biographical Record of the County of 
Essex, Ontario (Toronto; J. H. Beers, 1905), pp. 60-1. 
55walkerville Fire Brigade Minute Book, 1877-79. 
All the brigade meetings begin with the notation that H. A. 
Walker was "in the Chair". 
56
rbid., December 18, 1877. 
57rbid., January 13, 1879. 
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typical drill would commence with a race against the clock 
between the two hose companies from the firehouse to some 
pre-designated hydrant in the village. Once at the hydrant, 
they were required to couple 150 feet of hose and succeed 
in getting water through it. The Hook and Ladder Company 
would spend their practices in putting their ladders up to 
various roofs in the village, usually one of the distillery 
buildings, until they became proficient in this task. 58 
The reason for the development of the brigade was 
simply for fire protection. However the department soon 
evolved socially as well, to a point where it became the 
most important group in the village in the latter respect. 
Periodically the fire companies were invited by the alkers 
to participate in intra-company bowling contests in the 
alker private bowling alley. Prizes, such as an ornamental 
fireman's trumpet, would be provided for the winning company. 
These competitions were treated most seriously by the fire-
men and the governing regulations were established before the 
contests, and were sometimes enforced during the match by 
F. H. Walker and E. C. Walker acting as scorer and referee 
respectively.59 On still other occasions, the brigade was 
feted by a ball on the initiative of the Walkers, complete 
60 
with music ~nd decorated ballroom. 
58Ibid., May 30, 1878. 
59rbid., February 15, 1877. 
60Ibid.~ May 7, 1878 and May 10, 1878. 
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In 1878 the firm provided the diligent firefighters 
with a new hall and reading room. This was open to all fire-
men and to others whom the firemen wished to include as guests. 
The reading room gradually evolved into a type of social club, 
governed by rules promulgated by the membership. 61 Dues were 
collectect, 62 officers of the reading room were elected6J and 
additional funds were derived from the utterance of profani-
ties64 which were not permissible on the premises. 
Sometimes the lalkerville Department would be a partie-
ipant in various Dominion Day celebrations. For instance, on 
July 1, 1878, Windsor invited the force to share in her festiv-
ities. In order to appear presentable, the brigade members 
invited, purchased uniforms, and thus a distinctive apparel 
was introduced into the Walkerville Fire Department. 65 On the 
aforementioned occasion, they must have presented a handsome 
appearance with the chief, H. A. alker, astride his horse 
leading the Hook and Ladder Company and Hose Company No. 1. 
Their apparatus was gaily decorated and drawn by horses. The 
Minute Book of the alkerville Brigade suggested loyally, if 
not modestly, that it was "no more than just to state the 
Walkerville Fire Department was the best looking part of the 
61Ibid _., January 14, 1878. 
62Ibid., pril 8, 1878. 
63Ibid __., December 9, 1878. 
64Ibid., April 8, 1878. 
65Ibid _., June 24, 1878. 
. " 66 processJ.on • 
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This event was subsidized by the Walkers,67 
who, possibly to inspire the firefighters in their tasks, pre-
sented them with a portrait entitled "Firemen of Constantin-
ople" on a later occasion. 68 
Other sources of entertainment prevailed for the in-
habitants of Walkerville in addition to the annual Dominion 
Day parade. Much of this diversion centered about the dis-
tillery. The distillery wharf was the scene of constant ship-
ping activity. In the seventies and eighties the Detroit 
River served as a commercial highway for large fleets of grain ~ 
vessels, many of which tied up at W'alkerville to load whisky ~ 
and discharge grain. The schooner Sweepstakes, 69 the Light 
Guard, 70 the Bob Hackett, 71 the da C. Allen,72 the R. c. 
Crawford73 and the Lake Breeze74 were only a few of the numer-
ous vessels arriving downstream from ports such as f-1:ilwaukee 
and Chicago to the flourishing distillery enterprise at 
66Ibid., July 1, 1878. 
67Ibid., July 8, 1878. 
68Ibid., December 9, 1878. 
69Detroit Advertiser and Tribune, November 29, 1871. 
7°Ibid., December 2, 1871. 
71Amherstburg Echo, ca. April 16, 1875, Article 13. 
72Ibid., December 17, 1875, Article 28. 
73Ibid., December 7, 1875. 
74Ibid 
-· 
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Walkerville. Such an abundance of activity probably provided 
numerous interesting interludes for alkerville residents. 
An event of considerable import locally, took place 
on September 6, 1S66, in the immediate vicinity which likely 
generated much excitement. This was the launching of the 
first iron car ferry to ply the Detroit River. The Great 
Western, as the vessel was christened, was launched at the 
Jenking shipyard immediately above Walkerville. Its construc-
tion was of interest to many living along the river and n 
Sundays, crowds would visit the shipyard to observe the pro-
gress of the builders. Business became so lucrative, that a 
transportation service was introduced to convey interested 
spectators from indsor to the shipyard. The enterprising 
operator of this service was a Negro, a Mr. Jackson, who 
carried his passengers to the site in an antiquated yellow 
bus drawn by two horses. 75 
Iron plates, 3/4 inches in thickness, eight feet long 
and two feet lflide were shipped from Scotland to the r.~alker­
ville yard. These plates were numbered and thusly identifi-
able, were fitted in their proper places by the workmen. The 
boilers were manufactured at Hamilton, while the engines were 
76 built at Dundas, C.\·1. The inhabitants in the vicinity 
75In the Private Collection of Neil F. Morrison. 
Interview with J. A. Finnie, October 5, 1947, personally con-
ducted by N. F. Morrison. 
76netroit Advertiser and Tribune, November 2, 1S65. 
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greeted the innovation of an iron craft with apprehension 
and the common feeling prevailed that the Great \IJestern would 
sink upon launching.77 However the mammoth mass of iron was 
succes sfully launched. Her overall length was 240 feet and 
she became the first iron car ferry to work between Detroit 
and Windsor.78 
The presence of a church in Walkerville gave impetus 
to additional types of social entertainments. At the Yule-
tide, the annual Sunday School Concert provided pleasurable 
evenings at which carols were sung and presents distributed.79 
The winter months were occasions too, for socials, featuring 
recitations, and pleasing vocalists from alkerville, Windsor 
and Detroit to entertain those present. 80 In the s~~er, 
church activities moved outdoors. Then, Franklin H. Walker, 
the son of the village founder, would provide his spacious 
grounds at "The Cottage" to be used for lawn parties spon-
sored by the ladies of St. rJiary' s. 81 
If the alkervillians wished to seek entertainment 
outside the village confines, they might partake of one of 
77In the Private Collection of Neil F. Morrison 
Interview with J. A. Finnie, November 15, 1947, personally 
conducted by N. F. Morrison. 
78Detroit Advertiser and Tribune, August 30, 1866. 
79Amherstburg Echo, ca. December 17, 1875, rticle 29. 
80Ibid., ca. February 9, 1877, rticle 52. 
Blibid., August 4, 1876, Article 42. 
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the numerous excursions offered by the Great Western Rail-
way. Special rates prevailed for these trips which might 
take the passenger from Windsor to Hamilton, Toronto or the 
majestic falls at Niagara. 82 
Should the Walkerville people desire a much shorter 
trip, they, like countless others, had merely to travel down 
the river road to the Sandwich Mineral Springs. This phenom-
enon was the result of an ill-fated venture in the 1860's. 
In early 1866 the Sandwich Petroleum Oil Company was founded 
to explore possibilities of oil in the Sandwich vicinity. 
The ensuing operations failed to locate any oil deposit but 
the drillers did encounter mineral water. The news of this 
discovery spread with the utmost rapidity and soon several 
enterprising local entrepreneurs developed the Sandwich 
Mineral Springs. large hotel, bath houses, and additional 
improvements were made. The public response was overwhelming 
and tourists from all corners of the continent arrived in 
Sandwich to bathe in the beneficial waters. On holidays and 
Sundays, twenty-thousand people might invade Sandwich to 
avail themselves of the facilities at the Springs. Omnibuses 
ran from Windsor to Sandwich, and for the inhabitants of 
Windsor, Walkerville and Detroit, the Springs provided an 
opportunity for recreation and relaxation. 83 
82Detroit Daily Advertiser and Tribune, August 20, 1863. 
83Frederick Neal, The Township of Sandwich (Sandwich: 
Frederick Neal, 1909}, pp. 5S-61. 
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Additional forms of entertainment were available in 
the neighbouring town of Windsor. Amateur concerts were 
held there frequently for various needy benefits. 84 indsor 
also hosted such amateur theatrical productions as ~The Lady 
of Lyons" 85 which was accessible to the inhabitants of the 
distillery village, should they desire to travel the mile and 
one-half distance to the downriver community. 
Various sports seemed to be popular in Walkerville 
and provided an additional source of recreation and amuse-
ment. The popularity of bowling has already been related.86 
In the 1880's baseball was evident, with the Windsor "Clippers"87 
and Detroit "Pearls"gg providing opposition for the \alkerville 
team. Windsor lacrosse teams engaged alkerville opposition, 
although the latter was probably not an organized club, but 
rather a group of local enthusiasts. 89 Boat-racing provided 
an additional sport attraction, in which the Walkers entered 
their own craft. 90 In 1889 a gun club was organized among 
84netroit dvertiser and Tribune, May 4, 1866 and 
September 10, 1866. 
85netroit Advertiser and Tribune, April 16, 1868. 
86 Supra, Ch. II, p. 33. 
87Amherstburg Echo, ca. June 1884, Article 46. 
88rbid., ca. July, 1884, Article 51. 
89rbid., ca. Septenber 10, 1884, Article 67. 
9°Ibid., ca. ugust, 1884, Article 54. 
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some of the men in the village.9l 
Ry 1S84, the unincorporated village of Walkerville 
consisted of four streets extending north and south, and 
five running east and west.92 Probably the first to be laid 
out was the Walker Road or Fifth Street about 1S6o.93 est 
of the Walker Road, and parallel, were Fourth, Third and 
Second Streets in that order. The east-west streets in the 
village were Sandwich, on the riverfront, with Assumption, 
Brant, V.'yandotte and Tuscarora Streets parallel and south 
of Sandwich Street. Tuscarora constituted the de facto 
southern limits of the hamlet.94 
The distillery buildings were situated on the river-
bank between the main street (Sandwich Street) and the river. 
These buildings included the feed mill and drying elevator, 
a ferry house by 1e84, barber shop, the grain elevator and 
malthouse, the Walker residence and driving shed, various 
warehouses, waterworks, mill and distillery, boiler house 
and rectifying still house and a large lumber yard and coal 
yard.95 On the south side of Sandwich Street, was a three 
9libid., ca. April 12, 1$89, Article 5S. 
92 Goad~ Map of vJalkerville~ Qotario, February 1884, 
Sheet Two. 
93chauvin, "Hiram Walker, His Life ••• ", Ch. XII, 
p. 5. 
94aoad, Map o! Walkerville, Ontario, February 1884, 
Sheet Two. 
9 5Ibid.~ Sheet One and Sheet Two. 
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storey structure96 built in 1882. 97 The first floor housed 
several stores, while the second floor was the location of 
the Walkerville Music Hall, which served as a type of commu-
nity centre, in which dances, entertainments, lectures and 
socials might be held, and which accommodated nearly six 
hundred persons.98 A reading room was also located on the 
second floor, while various lodge rooms occupied the remain-
ing storey. lso in this triangular area bounded by the 
railway tracks, Sandwich Street, and the Walker Road, were 
located a brick stable, several bonded warehouses, a wooden 
firemen's hall and reading room, the little brick church, a 
butcher shop, the fire-engine house, a paint shop, a cooper 
shop where all the Walker barrels were manufactured and 
hooped, a carpenter's shop, the Walker planing mill and 
stave factory, with its large adjacent wood-pile. All these 
structures ~Ti thout exception were owned by the \ialker inter-
ests.99 
A building "boom" in the early eighties resulted in 
a considerable increase in the number of residential dwell-
ings.100 By 1884 the west side of Third Street from 
96Ibid.~ Sheet One. 
97Amherstburg Echo, ca. August 1882, Article 257. 
9Bibid., ca. February 29, 1884, Article 15 and ca. 
May 1884, Article 25. 
99Goad, Map of ·alkeryille, Ontario, February 1884, 
Sheet One and Sheet Two. 
10°Amherstburg Echo, ca. March 1882, Article 197; 
ca. April 1882, Article 242; ca. February 1884, Article 19; 
ca. March 1881, Article 157. 
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ssumption Street south to Tuscarora Street was almost entirely 
filled with homes. This was not true of the east side of Third 
Street, where only the block between Wyandotte and Tuscarora 
Streets was crowded with houses. The east side of Fourth 
Street had scattered dwellings, as did Second Street between 
Assumption and Brant Streets, no homes ''fere to be found south 
of Tuscarora Street in the early eighties.101 
Almost the entire populace, \-rhich numbered approxi-
mately six hundred in 1882,102 were employed in some capacity 
by the Walker family in their numerous enterprises. Every 
workman the Walkers hired was offered a lease to a Walker 
cottage. Otherwise he would very likely be denied employment. 
1alker never sold the land or the compan -built cottages. 
Consequently Hiram valker was able to control the type of in-
dividual that would live in the village.103 
In the early eighties, only three industries existed 
in the settlement. The dominant one was naturally the \ialker 
distillery and its associated components, the Kerr Brothers 
Engine and Foundry Company, and the Dominion Syrup and Su ar 
101Goad, Map of Walkerville, Ontario, February 1e84, 
Sheet Two. 
1°2ontario Archives, Toronto. John Lovell (ed.), 
Lovell's Business and Professional Directory of the Province 
of Ontario for 18$2 (Montreal: John Lovell and Son, 1883), 
p. 1013. 
l03Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public 
Library. "Neither Town Nor City", Detroit Journal, May 10, 
1890, p. 2. 
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Refining Company104 which was organized about 1878.1°5 
In summation, after twenty-five years of existence, 
the unincorporated village of Walkerville had a population of 
approximately six hundred souls. lmost all of these people 
l i ved in cottages built and owned by Hiram Walker. They 
worked in ~alker establishments. They used and drank water 
pumped through pipes laid by the Walkers. They received 
police protection free of charge and likewise free fire pro-
tection from the alkers. Those religiously inclined might 
attend St. Mary's Church constructed by Hirrun Walker, and 
named after his late wife. The children of the community 
attended school on a site donated by Hiram Walker. In the 
absence of a banking establishment, the inhabitants might 
place their savings in the Walker bank at seven per cent 
interest rates. 106 alkerville, indeed, was Walker's town 
and he planned it and exercised complete jurisdiction over 
it for his own benefit and for those who resided in it~ 
l04Lovell, p. 101). 
105Amherstburg Echo, ca. December, 1878, rticle 87. 
106Ibid., ca. March 1879, Article 94. 
CHAPTER III 
T ALKER VILLE IN TRANSITION 
Walkerville remained a rather small unincorporated 
post villa~e until the middle eighties. Almost entirely the 
property of Hiram alker, the hamlet was partially settled 
only in the north-east section. Industrially, 'alkerville 
was dominated by the giant distillery complex and its comple-
ment industries. A decade later, by 1895, the same village 
would have experienced a transformation which changed it 
into a bustling industrial town, a miniature "Birmingham of 
. . . 
Canada",l still, however, strongly influenced by the Michi-
gan distiller. The catalytic factor in this amazing meta-
morphosis was the development of transportation facilities 
under Walker's initiative. 
The initial event in this transition occurred in 
1880 with the establishment of ferry service between Walker-
ville and Detroit. 2 Walker had left his Walkerville "Cottage" 
in 1864. Nevertheless his numerous Canadian interests com-
pelled him to traverse the Detroit River daily. Since it 
1compendium of History and Bio~raphy of the Citv of 
Detroit and ayne County, Michigan (Chica~o: Henry Taylor 
and Co., 1909), p. 354. 
2Hiram ~ alker-Gooder.ham & 'orts Ltd. I.ibrary 1 alker-
ville. Francis X. Chauvin, "Hiram vlalker, His Life and His 
Work and the Develo~ment of the Walker Institutions in v alk-
erville, ntario", Ll927], Ch. XX, p. 1. 
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was the only one available, the distiller was obliged to util-
ize the Detroit-Windsor ferry. These trips in themselves 
were not unduly time-consuming, but the short distance to 
Walkerville sometimes was most tedious, as the river road was 
a sea of mud at various times of the year.3 In Detroit, 
Jefferson Avenue East was paved with cedar blocks, and Walker 
reasoned that a vessel running between the American shore and 
the distillery would prove most advantageous. Such logic 
prompted him to lease the ferry nEssex" from the Jenking Bros. 
in 188o.4 Docking facilities were erected at the northern 
end of Second Street in Walkerville and at ~alker Street in 
Detroit, one block east of Joseph Campeau. Initially, the 
service was irregular, since the primary purpose of the ar-
rangement was to provide for Hiram alker's personal conveni-
ence. Not until 1881, did the innovation become a commercial 
enterprise necessitating a more regular schedule. 5 That 
year witnessed the introduction of the "Ariel" constructed 
by Captain John Oades of Detroit, specifically for the \sJ'alker-
ville run. 6 This vessel was wooden, steam powered and ninety-
six feet in length.7 Throughout the summer, it followed a 
3Ibid., Ch. XX, p. 1. ~·Ibid. 
5Ibid., Ch. XX, p. 4. 
6Amherstburg Echo, November 11, 1881, Article 177. 
7"Arieln, The Detroit Marine Historian, II, No. 9 
(May-June 1949), 2. 
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triangular course touching at Belle Isle.8 An additional 
steamer, the "Sappho", was maintained by the Walkers exclu-
sively for excursion purposes. 9 
The ferry terminus in Detroit was moved in 1882 to 
Joseph Campeau where it was to remain for the duration of 
the ferry service.10 Until 1888 the enterprise was known as 
Walker and Sons Ferry, but the latter year saw the inaugura-
tion of the Walkerville and Detroit Ferry Company with Hiram 
Walker, E. C. Walker, F. H. Walker and J. H. Walker as the 
first officers of the firm. Until the mid-twenties, the 
enterprise was not a financial success, and during the period 
from 1888 to 1922, only two years were profitable. 11 In an 
attempt to overcome the perennial losses, and to better com-
pete with the rival downstream service, a schedule change in 
1913 introduced a fifteen minute service in lieu of the pre-
. 12 
vious twenty minute 1nterval. In the summer of the same 
year, a new companion ferry, the "Essex", constructed by the 
Toledo Shipbuilding Company was introduced on the short run. 
The presence of two vessels made possible a ten minute rush 
hour service in 1914.13 
8Amherstburg Echo, ca. January 1882, Article 190. 
9Ibid., ca. May 1884, Article 33. 
10 Chauvin, Ch. XX, p. 5. 
11Ibid. 12Ibid. 
l3Ibid., Ch. XX, p. 6. 
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ater transportation was important for Walkerville, 
but under the guidance of Hiram Walker, land transportation 
was to occupy a more vital role in the development of the 
town. 
Two years after the commencement of the ferry service, 
in 1882, a fierce conflagration swept the Walkerville water-
front levelling the extensive stock enclosures adjacent to 
the distillery. Personnel and apparatus of the Detroit Fire 
Department, in addition to the three Walkerville co~panies, 
battled the stubborn blaze for nearly seven hours before it 
was under control. The flames spread with great rapidity 
through the wooden, hay-filled structures, and only the pre-
sence of a strong wind which blew towards the river saved the 
village from possible destruction. Fruitless efforts were 
undertaken to liberate the occupants of the barns, 331 head 
of cattle, and the total loss caused by the catastrophe was 
estimated at twenty-five thousand dollars.l4 
Even prior to the devastating holocaust, Walker had 
decided to dismantle the wooden cattle barns and replace them 
with fire-oroof distillery buildings.15 Indeed, the stock-
yards were in the process of reconstruction at the corners 
of the Walker and Tecumseh Roads, approximately a mile and 
one-half south of their riverfront location. By 1882 eight 
14Amherstburg Echo, ca. November 1882, Article 267. 
15Ibid. 
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brick barns had been erected l<rhich possessed facilities for 
1600 head of cattle. 16 The relocation of the stockyards was 
the initial link of a most important development in Walker-
ville's history and that of South Essex as well, as Hiram 
Walker, distiller, became a railroad builder. 
Walker derived his first railway experience from the 
construction of a short line from the stockyards at the cor-
ner of Tecumseh and t alker Roads to the Grand Trunk Railway 
on the riverfront. This miniature railway was built in 1883, 
and its purpose was to transport Walker cattle from the yards 
to the Grand Trunk siding for shipment to eastern points. 17 
About the same year, difficulties arose over the transport of 
hay from Walker's extensive holdings in Colchester Township 
18 to the new cattle barns. After pressing the loose hay into 
bales using a steam hay presser, 19 mammoth wagons drawn by 
two teams of horses or tractor engines20 hauled the hay to 
Amherstburg from where it was shipped to Walkerville by 
16Amherstburg Echo, ca. ugust 1882, Article 257. 
17chauvin, Ch. XXII, p. 1. 
18carnegie Library, indsor. "Story Told of Canadian 
Section of the Pere Marquette Railway", Amherst burg Echo, 
August 28, 1947, as filed in indsor Ferries Streetcars and 
Buses, IX, 83: Historical Scrapbooks. 
19Amherstburg Echo, October 27, 1882, p. 8. Here-
after all excerpts from Amherstburg Echo, which do not list 
an article number are from the files of N. F. Morrison. The 
original newspaper is no Ion er available for consultation. 
20Ibid., ca. April 10, 1$85, Article 113. 
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water. The wagons, nine feet in width, were capable of 
bearing loads of up to nine tons, although usually they were 
required to move burdens of five tons. The immensity of 
these trailers may be indicated by the eight foot height of 
the rear wheels, while the smaller front wheels were three 
and one-half feet in diameter, with five inch tires. 22 The 
weight of such massive vehicles wreaked havoc on the rather 
flimsy county bridges, sometimes damaging them and generally 
causing much inconvenience and distress to the rural popu-
lace.23 Moreover, the relocation of the cattle barns proved 
most inconvenient since the vessels had to be emptied of 
their cargo at the Walker dock, then the shipment had to be 
reloaded for conveyance to the stock enclosures, a distance 
of approximately one and one-half miles. These two factors 
must have influenced Walker's decision to extend his line 
and build a bonafide railroad, but he saw additional personal 
gains as well. The American distiller possessed extensive 
agrarian holdings in extreme south Essex County, and it was 
desirable that improved communications be established be-
tween this Marshfield area and Walkerville. Then too, there 
seemed to be a distinct possibility of incorporating the 
Walker interests with those of the inhabitants of South Essex 
21Ibid., October 27, 1882, p. 8. 
22Ibid.~ ca. April 10, 1885, Article 113. 
23Chauvin, Ch. XXII, p. 2, 
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who lacked adequate railway facilities at that time. The 
Grand Trunk Railway served the northern portions of the 
county along Lake St. Clair and the Michigan Central Rail-
way {originally the Canada Southern) followed a diagonal 
route from Tilbury on the northwest to Gordon (Amherstburg) 
2k 
on the southwest. The introduction of proper rail facili-
ties would surely provide extensive freight and passenger 
traffic. A railway to those areas of South Essex would en-
able Walker to transport his farm produce directly to the 
distillery and cattle barns ~nth a minimum of handling. In 
addition, it was in the winter that his herds of cattle re-
quired feed and a railroad would remove that element of un-
certainty associated with water transportation in the cold 
season. The presence of a railway with the possibility of 
connections with eastern rail lines would enhance the value 
of the Walker land-holdings as well. In addition, the period 
of the 1880's was one of rapid railway expansion, a develop-
ment which had been given increased impetus through the 
Dominion subsidy policy of 1882, which provided for govern-
ment assistance of ~3200.00 per mile on intraprovincial 
lines. 25 This was undoubtedly a consideration in the actions 
of the distiller. Finally, in Walkerville, Walker reigned 
undisputed monarch of all' under his surveillance. If he 
24carnegie Library, Windsor. Historical Scrapbooks, 
IX, 83. 
25chauvin, Ch. XXII, p. 2. 
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cherished a railway, he would have it, if humanly possible. 
As in his other endeavours, he would tolerate no interference 
from other sources, but would accept nothing less than com-
plete control over the enterprise. 
ccordingly, on May 1, 1885, the Dominion Parliament 
enacted legislation to incorporate the Lake Erie, Essex and 
Detroit River Railway Company. The incorporators were: 
illiam Scott, F. H. Walker, John Coventry, Alexander Cameron, 
Hiram Walker, Alison L. Hitchcock, W. A. Foster and M. A. 
McHugh. The authorized capital of the company was to be one 
million dollars divided into ten thousand shares of one hun-
26 dred dollars each. Under the authority of an Order In 
Council of March 25, 1888, the Lake Erie, Essex and Detroit 
River Railway was admitted to contract for the construction 
of its line on April 6, 188~. 27 On December 22, 1888, the 
L.E.E. and D.R. Ry. was authorized to open the line as far 
as Cedar Creek station for traffic. 28 By the spring of 1889, 
the railway had spanned the thirty-eight mile distance be-
tween Walkerville and the Town of Leamington. 29 The stations 
13 ·, No. 
Canals, 
26 Dominion Statute, 48-49 Victoria, c. 21, s:s 1 and 4. 
27Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1890), Vol. 
19: " nnual Report of the Minister of Railways and 
July 1888-June 30, 1889", p. xxxv. 
28Ibid. 
29Ibid., No. 19 : "Rail,V"ay Statistics of Canada, 1889", 
Table Showing Location of Railways of the Dominion of Canada, 
30th June, 1889, p. 10. 
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en route were located at Walkerville, Walkerville Junction, 
Pelton, Oldcastle, Paquette, McGregor, New Canaan, Marsh-
field, Harrow, Arner, Kingsville, Ruthven and Leamington.3° 
At this time the rolling stock of the Lake Erie, Essex and 
Detroit River Railway consisted of four locomotives, seven 
first-class passenger coaches, two second-class coaches, a 
single baggage car, twenty cattle cars, with ninety-five 
flat cars.31 The authorized capital of the line was one 
million dollars and by June 30, 1889, stockholders had sub-
scribed for ~ 200,00032 or two thousand shares. The ~alkers 
owned 1670 of them. 33 The entire cost of the thirty-eight 
miles between Walkerville and Leamington was 406,625.43, 
3°carnegie Library, Windsor. The Weekly Record, 
January l, 1892, p. 7. 
31Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers 1890), Vol. 13, 
No. l9A: "Summary Statements", A Summary Statement of the 
Different Descriptions of Rolling Stock for the Year Ended 
June 30, 1889, pp. 26-27. 
32Ibid., Summary Statement of Capital for the Year 
Ended June 30, 1889. 
33Chauvin, Ch. XXII, p. 5. Stock was held in the 
following proportions: 
Hiram Walker 470 shares - 47,000 
E. Chandler alker 400 shares - 40,000 
Franklin H. alker 400 shares - 40,000 
J. Harrington Walker 400 shares - 40,000 
c. Merrill Walker 50 shares - 5,000 
John Coventry 20 shares - 2,000 
M. A. McHugh 50 shares - 5,000 
Thos. Reid 100 shares - 10,000 
G. J. Leggatt 10 shares - 1,000 
Willard Parker 100 shares - 10,000 
2000 shares - 200,000 
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including sidings and rolling stock. Federal government 
subsidies accounted for 106,500 of an authorized 11e,400,34 
and municipal bonuses were 45,00o. 35 During the initial six 
months of operations, the Lake Erie, Essex and Detroit River 
Rail'\~ay carried 16,184 passengers and transported 10,3 52 tons 
of freight.3 6 The profits accruing to the company following 
these six months were $6,950.52.37 
At the time of the opening, the officials of the 
railway included Hiram Walker, president, E. C.Walker, treas-
urer and manager, and C. F. Hansen, superintendent.3g In 
18e9, William lloollatt succeeded Hansen as superintendent. 
At the age of thirty-four years, Mr. Woollatt had spent his 
entire business life in various aspects of railroading. He 
started his career with the Northern Railway Company at 
Toronto, where he was employed as a member of the office staff 
34Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (le90), Vol. 
13, No. 19A: "Summary Statements", Summary Statement of 
Capital for the Year Ended June 30, 1889. 
35Ibid., Statement of id Granted to Railways by 
Municipalities for the Year Ended June 30, 1889, PP~ 52-53. 
Aid was as follows: Township of South Colchester - .20,000; 
Township of Garfield - 15,000; Kingsville - 10,000. 
36Ibid., Summary Statement of the Operations of the 
Year and Mileage for the Year Ended June 30, 1889, pp. 30-31. 
37Ibid. The earnings are listed as 19,332.99 (see 
Summary Statement of Earnings for the Year Ended June 30, 
1889, pp. 36-37). The total operating expenses are listed 
as ~13,882.47 {Summary Statement of Operating Exoenses for 
the Year Ended June 30, 1889, p • 38-39). Therefore the 
profits are 6,950.52. 
3SChauvin, Ch. XXII, p. 7o 
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until 1878, when a promotion elevated him to the position of 
chief clerk in the passenger and auditing departments. In 
1888 the Northern Railway Company became part of the Grand 
Trunk system, and in early 1889, Mr. Woollatt left the Grand 
Trunk and assumed the position of general superintendent and 
traffic manager with the Walker road. On May 1, he was 
elected to the position of general manager.39 In addition 
to his railway duties, he became prominent later in the de-
velopment of Methodism in Walkerville.4° 
On July 31, 1891, a private act passed by the Domin-
ion Parliament authorized the change in name of the Walker 
railroad to the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway, delet-
ing Essex from the name of the company.4l Two years later, 
on April 1, 1893, the railway which had been incorporated 
under federal and provincial charters, and in this sense, 
constituted two separate corporations, was officially amal-
gamated into a single company acting under Dominion author-
ity.42 
Under the supervision of Woollatt, the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Railway was granted government permission to 
39co~memoratiye Bio~raphical Record of the County of 
Essex, Ontario (Toronto: J. H. Beers and Co., 1905), p. 166. 
40 Infra, Ch. V, p. 115. 
41Dorninion Statute, 54-55 Victoria, c. 88. 
42Dominion Statute, 56 Victoria, c. 50. 
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extend. its line to Ridgetown, Ontario, on December 20, 1892.43 
In the spring of 1893, the extension was not only completed 
but in addition, a branch line from Foster's to Decew's Mills 
was laid. 44 The expenses of the extension were defrayed in 
part by a Dominion subsidy and municipal bonuses.45 By this 
time, the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway derived the 
greatest portion of its profits from freight, although it 
still remained popular for passengers as we11. 46 
In 1894 the railway was further extended through the 
lease of the London and Port Stanley Railway Company which 
connected London and Port Stanley on Lake Erie. The lease 
was to be for twenty years from January 1, 1894. The Walker 
road was to pay an annual rent of $10,000 and ten percent of 
43Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1895), Vol. 
7, No. 10: "Annual Report of the Department of Railways and 
Canals for Year July 1, 1893-June 30, 1894", p. xxxiii. 
44Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1894), Vol. 
8, No. 10: "Annual Report of the Department of Railways and 
Canals for Year Ended June 30, 1893", Table Showing Loca-
tions of the Railways of the Dominion of Canada, Ending June 
30, 1893, p. 436. The Rail,~ay was now 88.05 miles in length. 
45Ibid., "Summary Statements", Statement of Aid 
Granted to Railways by Municipalities, June 30th, 1893, p. 
487. Aid given by the municioalities was as follows: Town-
ship of Raleigh, $10,000; Township of Romney, .,:10,000; Town-
ship of East Tilbury, t-5,000; Blenheim, $5,000; Ridgetown, 
12,500. 
46nominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1895), Vol. 
7, No. 10: "Summary Statements~ Summary Statement of Earnings 
for the Year Ended June 30, 1894, pp. 434-35. The gross 
earnings for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1894, were as 
follows: passenger traffic, ~45,704.63, from 106,611 passen-
gers carri.d; freight traffic, ts0,995.55. The remainder 
came from mails, express and other sources. The net earnings 
for the year ending June 30, 1894 were a prosperous 31,231.38. 
any gross earnings over 80,000 for the leasing privilege.47 
This addition brought the entire length of the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Railway to 125.80 miles including fourteen 
. 1 f · d · 4B F o o m1 es o s1 1ngs. our years later, in lo9o, the Erie and 
Huron Railroad linking Rondeau to Sarnia was purchased and 
became part of the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway. 49 
This transaction extended the mileage of the road to 211.20 
miles including sidings.5° The following year, 1899, Ottawa 
authorized a subsidy for the eastward extension of the road 
from the Ridgetown terminus to St. Thomas. On June 23, 1900, 
the railway was admitted to enter into a contract for the 
extension of the line51 and in the summer of 1901 the Ridge-
town-St. Thomas link was completed. 52 An additional Dominion 
47nominion Statute, 57-58 Victoria, c. 76, .'s 1 
and 5. 
48nominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1896), Vol. 
7, No. 10: "Summary Statements", Summary Statement of Char-
acteristics of Roads, etc., for the Year Ended June 30, 1895, 
pu. 434-35. 
49 Chauvin, Ch. XXIII, p. 3. 
50nominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1900), Vol. 
8, No. 10: "Summary Statements", Summary Statement of Char-
acteristics of Roads, etc., for the Year Ended June 30, 1899, 
pp. 28-29. 
5lDominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1903), Vol. 
8, No. 20: "Annual Report of the Department of Railways and 
Canals for Year Ended June 30, 1902", p. xxxi. 
52cf. Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1902), 
Vol. 8 No 20: "Steam and Electric Railway Statistics", 
Table Showlng Location of the Steam Railways of the Dominion 
of Canada, June 30, 1901, p. 14 and Dominion of Canada, . 
Sessional Papers (1903), Vol. 8, No. 20: "Steam and Electr1c 
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subsidy53 and municipal bonuses were granted for this exten-
sion too,54 so that on the completion of the line, with east-
ern terminus at St. Thomas, the total municipal bonuses were 
99,000~ 55 while the Dominion aid accounted for 475,851.56 
Following the extension of the railway to St. Thomas, the 
Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway consisted of 259.17 miles 
of track including sidings.5? The two branch lines permitted 
access to American points at Sarnia and Lake Erie, and its 
intersection \'lith trans-Canadian lines provided it with most 
extensive facilities. 
Railway Statistics", Table Showing Location of Railways up 
to June 30, 1902, p. 16. A comparison of these two tables 
indicates that the St. Thomas extension was completed between 
June 30, 1901 and June 30, 1902. However Chauvin lists the 
line as completed by July 1, 1901 (Chauvin, Ch. XXIII, p. 4). 
Morrison, using "statistical information supplied by the 
Federal Department of Transport, Ottawa", cites July 1, 1901, 
as the date at which St. Thomas became the eastern terminus 
of the railway (Neil F. Morrison, "Old Walkerville Station 
Drops From Sight", The London Free Press, October 25, 1958, 
p. 17). 
53Dominion of Canada, Sessional Papers (1904), Vol. 
8, No. 20: "Steam Railway Slunrnary Statistics", Statement of 
Aid Granted to Railways by Governments up to the Year Ended 
June 30, 1903, p. 76. The additional subsidy was ,137,120. 
54Ibid., Statement of Aid Granted to Railways by 
Municipalities up to the Year Ended June 30, 1903, p. 8~. 
The additional municipal bonuses were: from the Townsh1p of 
Alborough, ~7000; from the Township of Oxford, '2000; from 
the Village of Dutton, ~2500. 
55Ibid., Statement of Aid Granted to Railways by 
Municipalities up to the Year Ended June 30, 1903, p. 85. 
56Ibid. , Statement of Aid Granted to Rail\'lays by 
Governments up to the Year Ended June 30, 1903, p. 76. 
57Ibid., Summary tatement of Characteristics of 
Roads, etc., for the Year Ended June 30, 1903, pp. 32-33. 
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The railway venture proved to be an unqualified suc-
cess58 from the very outset. Numerous excursions were fea-
tured by the company which brought passengers from outlying 
points · to Detroit and vicinity, utilizing the \'lalkerville 
ferry in the process. Sometimes the excursionists numbered 
several hundred,59 especially in the summer months, when 
Belle Isle became a favorite retreat for inhabitants of such 
towns as Leamington, Ruthven, 6° Kingsville61 and Harrow.62 
In 1889 the enterprising Walkers led by Edward c. alker con-
structed a huge hotel at Kingsville, kno~m as the Mettawas.63 
However this venture never proved as successful financially 
as the other Walker investments and was a constant source of 
consternation to the elder Talker, especially after two years 
58nominion of Canada Sessianal Papers (1903}, Vol. 
8, No. 20: "Steam Railways, Summary Statistics", Summary 
Statement of the Operations of the Year and Mileage for the 
Year Ended June 30, 1902, pp. 40-41. For the year ending 
June 30, 1902, the road transported 546,058 passengers and 
carried 651,247 tons of freight. Also the net earnings for 
the same period as above were 183,813.82 (Ibid., Summary 
Statement of Earnings for the Year Ended June 30, 1902, pp. 
56-57)a These figures represent the business conditions of 
the ~alker railway just befare it was sold by the alker sons 
in 1903. 
59Amherstburg Echo, January 4, 1889, p. 6; Ibid., 
February 1, 1BB9, p. 4; Ibid., September 5, 1890, P~ 
p. 4. 
60Amherstburg Echo, May 10, 1889, P. 8. 
61Ibid., January 25, 1889, p. 6. 
62Ibid., August 1, 1890, p. 4; Ibid., June 8, 1894, 
63Ibid., July 5, 1889, p. 6. 
,. \j 
/ 
I 
I 
I ',/A f 
I ' I 
I ' It 
·. 
I I H 
Fi e;ure 
f I VATIONS IN Ft- ET 
62 
of operation resulting in a .35,000 deficit. 64 In any event, 
every summer, the "Mettawas Special" transported prospective 
guests to the Kingsville hote1. 65 Those who found recreation 
in visits to the legitimate theatre availed themselves of 
theatre excursions at reduced rates over the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Railway system. On such occasions, patrons 
might familiarize themselves with such attractions as Miner's 
Theatre, Whitney's Opera House and the Detroit Opera House.66 
After an evening in Detroit, patrons boarded the last Walker-
ville ferry at 11:30 P.M. Then the late Saturday night spe-
cial pulled out of Walkerville laden with passengers bound 
for their respective destinations. 67 
The success of the Lake Erie and Detroit River 
Railway did not rest entirely on its passenger service how-
ever. Indeed, freight was essential to the well-being of 
the venture. In the 1880's and 1890's, Essex County was the 
centre of an important 1 umbering industry and the r1lalker 
railway participated actively in the export of this commod-
ity to the United States. 68 Sometimes t'\venty-five69 and 
64Hiram \valker Historical Museum, MS Letter from Hiram 
Walker to Dr. King of Kingsville, January 6, 1891, 20-226. 
65Amherstburg Echo, May 16, 1890, p. 4. 
66Ibid., May 10, 1889, p. 8. 
67Ibid., January 3, 1890, p. 2. 
68N. F. Morrison, "Essex County, P~ovince ?f Ontario, 
A Geographical Study" (unpublished Ph.D. d1ssertat1on, Dept. 
of History, University of Michigan, 1944), p. 4~. 
69Amherstburg Echo, April 17, 1891, p. 6. 
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thirty-five70 flatcars of elm logs would be shipped to Walker-
ville, where they would be towed by water to such destinations 
as Detroit and Wyandotte, ~ichigan.71 
An additional important item of freight, and one to 
which the rail service actually gave impetus, was the ship-
ment of fresh fish, market vegetables and fruits from south-
ern Essex County to the cities of Detroit and ~indsor.72 
Perishables shipped from Leamington at night could reach 
Detroit breakfast tables and markets the following morning.73 
In 1889 the Lake Erie and Detroit River depot was 
erected in Walkerville. A conservative structure in terms 
of size, the two-storey building with slate roof and stone 
foundation74 on the corner of Assumption Street and Second 
venue 75 was declared the "handsomest (station] in estern 
Ontario", upon completion.76 The interior was finished in 
70Ibid., June 7, 1895, p. 5. 
71Neil F. Morrison, Garden Gateway to Canada 
(Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1954), p. 148 • 
. 72Amherstburg Echo, November 7, 1890, p. 8; Ibid., 
July 14, 1B93, p. 2. 
73N. F. Morrison, "L.E.E. and D.R.R. Helped Build 
Essex County", The London Free Press, October 25, 1958, p. 17. 
204. 
74Amherstburg Echo, December 6, 1889, p. 6, Article 
75Hiram 'alker Historical ~useum c. E. Goad, Map 
of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, Sheet Three. 
202. 
76Amherstburg Echo, December 6, 1889, p. 4, Article 
red oak. The offices of the general manager, traffic mana-
ger, superintendent and station agent occupied the first 
floor, in addition to the separate waiting rooms for ladies 
and gentlemen. The second floor was partitioned into sev-
eral offices and the boardroom in which the rail~~y officials 
held periodic meetings.77 Later the grounds about the sta-
tion were landscaped and the flower gardens must have pre-
sented a very attractive sight to passers-by.78 
In January 1903, the Lake Erie and Detroit River 
Railway was purchased by the Pere Marquette interests for a 
sum of ~2,870,000. The little railway which was started as 
an expedient to a cattle-business had proven a most lucra-
tive investment for the ~alker family. Between 1887 and 
1892, the road had accumulated a s11rplus of 25,902.75. The 
operations for the period 1892 to 1903 showed a flourishing 
credit balance of 175,204.08. J11st before the sale of the 
railway, the three Walker sons received dividends of 
163,200.57- quite a pecuniary testimony to the business 
acumen of their late father. 79 
Transportation became an integral part of the Walker-
ville scene in the 1880's and the final stage in this 
77Ibid., December 6, 1889, p. 6, Article 204. 
78Ibid., June 30, 1893, p. 4, Article 98. 
79Paul 1esley Ivey, The Pere ~~rguette Railroad 
Com an : An Historical Stud of the Growth and Develo men~ 
Qf One of Mlchi~an's Most ImpQrt~~t Railway Systems Lans~ng, 
Michigan: Michigan Historical Commission, 1919}, pp. 275-277. 
transition was the advent of the Windsor-Walkerville electric 
street railway in 1886. The instigator of this development 
was Richard Bangham, a Windsorite, who in 1885 returned to 
his native town of Brighton, England, for a visit. There, 
for the first time, he witnessed an electric railway in oper-
ation. This mode of transportation fascinated him and he 
proceeded to obtain photos and acquire all available infor-
mation oertinent to the mechanics of the railway.so 
On his return, Bangham related his impressions of 
the electric railway to another resident of \iindsor, J. W. 
Tringham, who was somewhat of a genius in matters electrical. 
The idea appealed to the latter and immediately he investi-
gated the feasibility of an electric railway to connect 
Windsor and Walkerville, the Grand Trunk Railway being the 
only commercial tie between the two places. 81 Mr. Bangham, 
a Windsor councillor, obtained a franchise for the proposed 
line and in the vicinity of the Grand Trunk Railway bridge 
at Walkerville, a large barn was built in which the electric 
82 
car was constructed. The roadbed was laid along present-
day Riverside Drive from the foot of Ouellette Avenue to the 
80
carnegie Library, Windsor. Richard Bangham and Fred 
Neal "Windsor Had First Electric Car to Operate in America", 
The Windsor Evening Record, May 23, 1917, as filed in indsor 
Ferries Streetcars and Buses, IX, 49: Historical Scrapbooks. 
81Ibid. 
B2Goad, Map of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Three. 
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rail'ti1ay bridge in Walkerville. 83 In June, 1886, the 'Vlindsor-
alkerville electric car line, purported to be the first 
commercial electric railway in North America, went into ser-
vice.84 A description of one of the cars, estimated the 
length of the vehicle at: 
Approximately twenty-nine feet, ••• with seats on 
both sides. Two pulleys ran along the top of the 
car connecting the overhead wire with the dynamo. 
Occasionally, when the pulley would become discon-
nected, the operator, who sat in the centre of the 
car,was forced to climb on top of the trolley to 
reconnect it • • •• The Tringham dynamo had ample 
power 0 tO pull not only one car but several on busy days.o5 
In its infancy, Hiram Walker looked on the electric 
railway as a decided evil, as it diverted a great many pa-
trons from his Walkerville ferry service. Prior to the 
introduction of the new transportation medium, residents in 
the immediate vicinity found it advantageous to patronize 
the ferry service at Walkerville when visiting Detroit. 
Once in Detroit they might take the Jefferson Avenue street-
car line to the downtown area. However with an electric 
railway line at their doorstep, many commuters found it pre-
ferable to avail themselves of the new equipment on the 
Canadian shore and then patronize the Detroit-Windsor ferry 
83Bangham and Neal, Historical Scrapbooks, IX, 49. 
84Neil F. Morrison "Electric Streetcars-Salute and 
Farewell' Radio Sketches (1945-62) of Periods-Events-
Personalities from the History of the Es~ex County-8etroit 
Area (n.p. Essex County Historical Assoc1ation, pr1l 7, 
1963). 
85Morrison, Garden Gateway to Canada, p. 123. 
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service. 86 The ill-feeling harbored by Hiram ~'alker vanished 
with the construction of his railway however. Indeed ~alker 
not only welcomed the electric railway later, but expressed 
a desire to have it extended from the Grand Trunk Railway 
bridge to the Valkerville terminus of the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Railway.87 In this way the distiller hoped 
that additional patrons might find their way to his railway. 
Less than two months elapsed after the introduction 
of the electric road before Tringham died. This misfortune 
constituted a rather severe reversal to a fledgling system 
whose unique operation, with its numerous technical diffi-
culties, puzzled many people. As a result the indsor-Walker-
ville line was early beset with problems. A very severe 
winter in 1886-87 compelled the company to put on "three 
large omnibuses equipped with runners".88 Recurrent electri-
cal failures prompted the electric railway officials to 
announce their intention of purchasing a locomotive to pull 
the cars in 1888. Later, the same year, the railway used 
horses to draw the cars and this type of motive power per-
sisted in 1890, two years later, since this was the cheapest89 
and most reliable method of operation. 
86Amherstburg Echo, July 2, 1886, Article 198. 
87Ibid., ca. May 1888, Article 347. 
88Morrison "Electric Streetcars-Salute and Farewell", 
Radio Sketches {1945-62) of Periods-E~ents-Personalities from 
the History of the Essex County-Petro1t Area. 
89Ibid. 
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In the fall of 1891 an electric line was opened 
along Wyandotte Street as a supplement to the riverfront 
route.9° Six years later, the electric cars in ~~lkerville 
traversed the following route: from the easterly limit of 
the City of Windsor on Sandwich Street (Riverside Drive) 
east to Susan venue (Chilver Road), south along Susan Ave-
nue to Assumption Street, east along Assumption Street to 
Second Street (Devonshire Road), then once more south to 
Wyandotte Street.91 By this time, a line had been completed 
along Ouellette Avenue in Windsor, 92 hence the connection of 
the two systems gained the appellation of "The Belt Line". 
A ride around this circuit gained in popularity and in time 
proved to be a favorite diversion of area residents.93 
\llalkervillians enjoyed daily service at fifteen 
minute intervals between the hours of 6 a.m. and 10 p.m., 
and half-hour service thereafter from 10 p.m. to 11:30 p.m. 
The line was operated on Sundays, only at the discretion of 
the system's officials and at intervals deemed to be in the 
interests of the company.94 Adult fares were five cents, 
90Morrison, Garden Gateway to Canada, p. 161. 
9l1tlindsor City Hall Vault, Second Floor, Clerk's 
Office. To~~ of Walkerville By-Law, No. 146, June 29, 1897. 
92Morrison, Garden Gateway to Canada, p. 161. 
93N. F. l-1orrison, "The Rise and Fall of the Trolley 
Car in Essex County", Radio Sketches (1945-1962) of Periods-
Eyents-Personalites from the History of the Essex C?unty-
Detroit Area (n.p. Essex County Historical Associat1on, 
April 7, 1963). 
94Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 146, June 29, 1897. 
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and might take the patron as far as Sandwich, where the 
Windsor-Sandwich Street Railway had operated since the 1870's. 
Children over ten years paid adult fares, but those between 
the ages of two and ten years paid three cents. Those in-
fants under two years rode free, if accompanied by an adult. 
A small saving was available to those patrons who purchased 
tickets at the price of six for twenty-five cents.95 
In later years, Mr. Boomer, the first recorded pro-
prietor of the road, relinquished his ownership and the 
Windsor and Walkerville electric railway became part of the 
Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg system which was purchased 
by the Detroit United Railway interests on August 31, 1901.96 
The most imposing corollary of the transportation 
innovations of the eighties was the industrial expansion that 
followed them. The location of Walkerville on one of North 
America's mightiest commercial streams, plus the international 
communication facilities provided by the Walker ferry was a 
distinct asset to prospective entrepreneurs. However the 
prominent factor in the industrial growth of Walkerville was 
the advent of the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway. This 
railroad possessed connections with trans-continental lines 
thereby providing nation-wide outlets for industrialists. 
95Town of alkerville By-Law, No. 148, July 13, 1897. 
96carnegie Library, Windsor. Fred Neal, "Windsor Had 
First Electric Car to Operate in America", The indsor Even-
ing Record, May 23, 1917, as filed in indsor Ferries Street-
cars and Buses, IX, 50: Historical Scrapbooks. 
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Until 1888, the Walker distillery and its attendant 
enterprises completely dominated, or possibly more accurately, 
comprised the Walkerville industrial scene. In that year, 
the following Walker interests were located in the village: 
the Walker distillery, the alker malthouses, the ialker 
cooperage, the Walker copper shop, the Walker planing mill, 
the Walker lumber yard, the Walker brickyard, in addition to 
the Walker ferry and the alker railway.97 
By the summer of 1888, the only other enterprises 
in the village were the machine shops of Kerr Brothers and a 
small laboratory used occasionally by Parke, Davis and Com-
pany, manufacturing chemists of Detroit.98 
The Kerr Brothers enterprise was the initial esta-
blishment which seems to have been partially independent of 
the Walker family, to locate in Walkerville. The firm was 
founded by the Kerrs in 1873 99 and until 1886 occupied a site 
at Assumption and Third Streets.100 In 1889101 the business 
97ontario Archives, Toronto. MS Petition of E. c. 
Walker et al. Praying for the Incorporation of Walkerville 
As a Town, January 29, 1890, p. 1. 
9Sibid. 
99Detroit, Its Points of Interest and Representative 
Businessmen (New York: Commercial Publishing Company, 1896), 
P. 125. 
lOOHiram alker Historical Museum, Windsor. C. E. 
Goad, Map of Walkerville, Ontario, February 1884, Sheet Two. 
101Arnherstburg Echo, December 6, 1889, Article 204. 
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was removed to Fifth Street (Walker Road), 102 and there occu-
pied a large brick structure, the former site being required 
by the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway. 103 In 1890, the 
industry had attained such proportions that it was deemed 
advisable to effect a change to a corporate form of manage-
ment, and the enterprise became the Kerr Engine Company. 
Mr. E. C. Walker became president of the firm, and William 
Kerr, who had come to Canada in 1869, assumed the position 
of vice-president and superintendent. A second Kerr, H. o., 
of Sandwich, held the post of secretary-treasurer. The Kerr 
Engine Company manufactured various types of marine engines, 
waterworks machinery, valves and hydrants, in addition to 
general machinery. 104 In full production, in 1894 the enter-
prise provided work for one hundred employees. 105 
In 1887 Parke Davis and Company of Detroit, chemists, 
established a branch laboratory for the whole of Canada in 
Walkerville106 in a brick building erected for them by Hiram 
102Goad, Map of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Four. 
l03Amherstburg Echo, June 28, 1889, p. 3. 
104netroit, Its Points of Interest and Representative 
Businessmen, p. 125. 
105Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public 
Library. "Walkerville", Detroit Sunday News-Tribune, June 3, 
1894, p. 17. 
l06rn the Private Collection of Neil F. Morrison. 
Walkerville, Canada (n.p. The Canadian Publi~hing Co.,"l898), 
see photo "Laboratories ••• of Parke, Dav1.s and Co •• 
Cited her~after as alkerville, Canada. 
72 
107 Walker. Perhaps their decision was influenced in part by 
the Canadian tariff on pharmaceutical preparations which was 
prohibitive at the time. 108 Apparently this enterprise was 
so successful, that on two occasions they expanded their 
laboratories until by 1890 Parke Davis was a mammoth concern.109 
It occupied a large three storey brick building at the corner 
of Fifth and Sandwich Streets in Walkerville. 110 Employing 
seventy-five hands in 1894,111 subsequent expansions necessi-
tated a staff of 125 by 1898.112 
Perhaps one of the most flourishing industries to 
settle in Walkerville following the advent of the Lake Erie 
and Detroit River Railway was the Globe Furniture Company. 
Incorporated by Letters Patent on August 13, 1889, with a 
capitalization of ~50,000, this firm manufactured and sold 
church and school furniture, as well as household furniture. 
The Globe Furniture Company stock was divided into five hun-
dred shares of one hundred dollars each, of which the ~alker 
family owned the controlling portion of 210 shares. F. H. 
Walker was the president of the Canadian firm and he and his 
107Amherstburg Echo, ca. May 30, 1887, Article 264. 
108Detroit Sunday News-Tribune, June 3, 1894, p. 17. 
l.09Walkerville, Canada, see photo, "Laboratories ••• 
of Parke, Davis and Co.". 
llOGoad, Map of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Two. 
lllDetroit Sunday News-Tribune, June 3, 1894, p. 17. 
ll2Walkerville, Canada, see photo, "Laboratories ••• 
of Parke, Davis and Co.". 
73 
brother Edward were on the board of directors as well.ll3 
The factory, a large three-storey brick structure,ll4 was 
located on the triangular tract of land formed by the Grand 
Trunk and the Lake Erie and Detroit River Rail1t1ays, 115 and 
was equipped with the latest type of wood-v·mrking machin-
ery.116 The products of the Globe Furniture Company, alker-
ville, were in demand from coast to coast. Shipments of 
various types of furniture went to such distant destinations 
as Winnipeg, 117 Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,l18 and Victoria, 
British Columbia.ll9 Many Ontario120 and Essex Countyl21 
points also benefited from the workmanship of the Walkerville 
firm. Locally the quality of the ialkerville product was 
visible in the seating and interior of St. Mary's Church,l22 
113Room 15?, Parliament Buildings, Toronto. File of 
the Globe Furniture Company, Limited. Cited hereafter as 
File of the Globe Furniture Company. 
ll4walkerville, Canada, see photo, "Plant of the 
Globe Furniture Company". 
115Goad, Map of ~alkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Four. 
116Amherstburg Echo, September 13, 1889, p. 6, Arti-
cle 158. 
117Ibid., ca. May, 1890, Article 57. 
118Ibici., January 9, 1891, p. 5, Article 7. 
119Ibid., October 30, 1891, p. 6, Article 164. 
120Ibid., ca. June 10, 1890, Article 96. 
121Ibid., July 25, 1890, Article 119. 
122Archives of St. Mary's Church, Walkerville. 
Robert L. Daniels, Saint Mary's Church (n.p. 1942), p. 14. 
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as well as the First Presbyterian Church of alkerville.l23 
Although the firm was seldom idle, only fifty men were em-
ployed.124 After twenty-one years in Walkerville, an agree-
ment dated May 3, 1910, authorized amalgamation with the 
aterloo School and Office Furniture, and the Globe Company 
moved to Waterloo, the name Globe Furniture Company being 
adopted. 125 
The year 1890 was synonymous with the establishment 
of an iron-working industry in the town.l 26 Like the major-
ity of other Walkerville industries, the Walkerville Malle-
able Iron Company was located on the Walker Road, along the 
Lake Erie and Detroit River railway.l27 As in most of the 
other industries in the distillery town, the Walkers owned 
extensive shares in this enterprise. In 1893, E. C. lalker 
held the presidency, while his brother Franklin served as 
vice-president. In the same year shareholders had subscribed 
for, 70,000 of stock, of this amount the \alker investment 
123In the Private Collection of R. G. Hoskins. 
Chalmers United Church, Golden Anniversary, 1908-1958 (n.p. 
1958), p. 7. 
124netroit Sunday News-Tribune, June 3, 1894, p. 17. 
125F'ile of the Globe Furniture Company. Agreement 
between the Globe Furniture Company, Limited and the ·ater-
loo School and Office Furniture Company, Limited, May 3, 1910. 
126walkerville, Canada, see photo, "Plant of the 
Walkerville • • • Iron Co.". 
127Goad, Map of alkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Four. 
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totalled $ 32~450. 128 Except for a small two-storey section, 
housing offices, the plant was a single storey structurel29 
with a frontage of 3 80 feet on the \Jalker Road and a depth 
of 420 feet. The firm produced an assortment of products 
including a number of agricultural implements and railroad 
appliances such as brake wheels, door fasteners and covers 
for oil boxes. 130 The Malleable Iron Company employed about 
175 workers.l3l 
In 1889 the Ontario Basket Company became part of 
the Walkerville industrial complex. Originally, a Sarnia 
firm, the Walkers purchased sufficient stock so as to enable 
them to remove the operations to Walkerville which they did 
in 1889. The structure occupied by the Basket Company was a 
two-storey building on the Walker Road. The first floor con-
tained the heavy machinery on which the raw forest products 
were refined for future use. Specialized equipment on the 
remaining level was required for the construction of the 
various types of boxes and baskets. Grape boxes, wired wood-
en peach crates, bushel baskets, in addition to axle grease 
128Room 157 Parliament Buildings, Toronto. File 
of the Walkerville Malleable Iron Company, Limited. 
. . 
129walkerville, Ontario, see photo, "Plant of the 
Walkerville ••• Iron Co.". 
13°Amherstburg Echo, February 7, 1890, Article 28. 
l31 alkerville, Ontario, see photo, "Plant of the 
Walkerville ••• Iron Co.". 
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boxes were all manufactured by the firm.l3 2 Approximately 
eighty wage-earners found employment with the Ontario Bas-
ket Companyl33 on a seasonal basis, as operations ceased 
between December and March of each year.l34 
The Walkerville Brewing Company was incorporated 
April 26, 1890, with authorized capital of ~95,000 divided 
into 950 shares of one hundred dollars each. Hiram alker 
was one of the incorporators and by 1905, the Walker inter-
ests controlled 795 of the 950 shares.l35 This enterprise 
was located on the east side of the Walker Road and in 1890 
only six hands were employed136 in the tall brick structure.l37 
The success of the establishment was indicated by additional 
expansion in 1895. In the same year the Walkerville firm 
established a bottling department in Detroit and thereafter 
the products of the Canadian plant were exported in wood and 
bottled in the United States.l38 In addition to beer, the 
p. 6. 
184 and 
132Amherstburg Echo, August 19, 1889, Article 142, 
l33Detroit Sunday News-Tribune, June 3, 1894, p. 17. 
134Amherstburg Echo, December 9, 1891, p. 6, Article 
Ibid., M8.rch 25, 1S92, p. 6, Article 47. 
135Room 157, Parliament Buildings, Toronto. File 
of Walkerville Brewing Company, Limited. 
l36Goad, Map of valkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Four. 
13?rn the Private Collection of Neil F. Morrison. 
H. W. Gardner (comp.), Walkerville Ontario Canada 1°1 
Includin Windsor Ford Sandwich and o·ibwa indsor: The 
Evening Record, 1913 , p. 27, see photo. 
156. 
138Amherstburg Echo, November 29, 1895, p. 7, Article 
7? 
plant also produced ales, stout, malt, malt extract and por-
ter. The staff numbered fifty-five employees by 1913. 139 
In 1888 the Barnum Wire and Iron Works moved from 
Windsor to a large factory constructed on their behalf by 
Hiram Walker and Son.140 The firm had outgro~~ its Windsor 
site and was obliged to seek additional room else\'lhere .141 
The inducements offered by Walker of a cheap or possibly a 
free site,142 with free water,143 plus the excellent trans-
portation facilities available proved irresistible to com-
pany officials and so the Barnum ~ire and Iron \'lorks became 
one of the several firms to locate in Walkerville about 
1890. At the outset prosperity seemed to attend the enter-
prise and contracts arrived from such distant points as 
Jamaica, ~est Indies, 144 as well as closer cities such as 
Toronto and Montrea1. 145 Locally, in 1890, the Barnum con-
cern created the artistic wire work in the Walkerville 
branch of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, the first commercial 
p. 2. 
139aardner, p. 27. 
14°Petition of E. C. Walker • 
• • 
January 29, 1890, 
14lcarnegie Library, Windsor. The Windsor Record, 
April 27, 1888, p. 5. 
142Ibid., July 13, 1888, p. 4. 
143rbid., April 27, 1888, p. 5. 
144Arnherstburg Echo, August 10, 1890, Article 131. 
l45Ibid., ca. February 20, 1890, Article 35. 
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bank in the village. 146 However the venture proved to be 
short-lived as in 1891 E. T. Barnum took his firm to Toron-
to.147 The following year, the Page Wire Fence Company of 
Ontario, incorporated August 10, 1892, capitalized at 
40,000, occupied148 the two-storey brick buildingl49 on the 
north side of Assumption Street at First Street (Kildare 
Road). 1 5° In 1898, the authorized capital of the firm was 
increased to 100,000 and E. C. Walker as the manager held 
fifteen shares of the one thou~and available. 1 51 The plant 
employed between forty and fifty persons in the various de-
partments •1 52 
In the fall of 1891,153 John Bott leased a building 
on Sandwich Street (Riverside Drive) from the lalkers in 
~hich he proceeded to manufacture malt, malt stout and wine 
146rbid.~ ca. June 15, 1$90, Article 100 and 
June 10, 1890, Article 96. 
147Ibid., January 8, 1892, p. 4, Article 5. 
ca. 
l48Room 157~ Parliament Buildings, 
of the Page ire Fence Company of Ontario. 
as File of the Page ·.Tire Fence Company. 
Toronto. File 
Cited hereafter 
l49walkerville, Ontario, see photo, "Factory of the 
Page Wire Fence Co.". 
15°aoac1, :t-~ap of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheet Three. 
l5lFile of the Page lire Fence Company. 
152 alkerville, Ontario, see photo, "Factory of the 
Page Wire Fence Co.". 
153Amherstburg Echo, October 23, 1891, p. 6, Arti-
cle 161. 
79 
of malt. Bott also held the important position of head malt-
ster in the Walker distillery,l54 and his ability in his 
selected field of endeavour gained him recognition at the 
Chicago World's Fair in 1893 for his pure malt stout.l55 
Bott left his V.alkerville business in 1897 to assume direction 
of the Maumee Brewing Company plant in Toledo, Ohio.l56 
The very same year that John Bott left Walkerville, 
a most important industry was established just east of the 
Walkerville town limits. 1 57 Although strictly speaking, not 
within the area of study, its repercussions were most impor-
tant and thus it deserves passing recognition here. The 
Milner-Walker agon Works was incorporated by Letters Patent 
dated October 6, 1897. The amount of capital stock was 
250,000 divided into five thousand shares of fifty dollars 
each. Hiram alker owned 2500 shares of stock in the enter-
prise and was president until his death in 1899. The company 
sold and manufactured wagons, sleighs, and "wheeled vehicles 
of every description", which obviously provided them with 
great latitude of production.l58 The new firm located in the 
154oetroit Sunday News-Tribune, June 3, 1894, p. 17. 
l55Amherstburg Echo, November 24, 1893, p. 4, Arti-
cle 174. 
156Ibid., August 6, 1897, p. 6, Article 84. 
157Ibid., October 29, 1897, p. 6, Article 119. 
158rroom 157 Parliament Buildings, Toronto. File of 
the Milner-Walker W~gon Works Limited. Cited hereafter as 
File of the Milner-Walker Wagon Works. 
so 
abandoned buildings of the old Walkerville Grape Sugar Re-
finery, which had come to Walkerville in 1882 to manufacture 
starch and glucose. 159 The latter never appeared to be a 
flourishing enterprise ho\'Tever, enjoying only occasional 
periods of prosperity with the result that in 1889, the firm 
closed and the plant was vacated .160 The Milner-\V'alker 
wagon firm entered into production in January 1898,161 with 
a capacity output of twenty-five wagons daily when in full 
production. 162 On January 12, 1899, Hiram Walker died at 
his home in Detroit, and his stock which by 1900 totalled 
2500 shares of the 2661 shares subscribed for, was bequeathed 
to the Children's Free Hospital and Harper Hospital of 
Detroit. 163 These institutions pressed for their monies 
claiming that their constitutions did not permit them to 
carry stock. 164 Consequently, voluntary liquidation took 
place October 5, 1900,165 with the one hundred employees 
l59Amherstburg Echo, April 7, 1882, p. 6 and Ibid., 
June 9, 1882, p. 6. 
cle 146. 
118. 
160
rbid., July 31, 1891, p. 4, Article 117. 
161File of the Milner-Walker agon lorks. 
162Amherstburg Echo, December 17, 1897, p. 
163File of the Milner-Walker Wagon orks. 
164Amherstburg Echo, October 5, 1900, p. 1, 
165 F'ile of the Milner-Walker Wagon iorks. 
4, Arti-
Article 
Sl 
losing their jobs. 166 On December 10, 1900, Messrs. Wm. 
McGregor and John Curry purchased the entire property and 
assets of the Milner-Walker Wagon Works.l67 Under the guid-
ance of these two gentlemen, the Walkerville Wagon orks, as 
their firm was known, entered into an agreement with the 
American Ford Company for the production of the latter's 
product in Canada. The result was the incorporation of the 
Ford Motor Company of Canada on August 17, 1904.168 Such 
were the origins of the Ford enterprise in Canada. On a 
lesser scale, a community was to develop about this firm in 
much the same manner as Walkerville became a town centered 
around the Walker interests. 
The success of the Ford firm probably induced the 
Everett, Metzger and Flanders Company, auto manufacturers, 
to purchase the property of the Globe Furniture Company in 
1910. The purchase price was to be paid by an issue of 
stock of like amount in the new E.M.F. of Canada. All the 
shareholders in the defunct furniture company possessed an 
interest in the enterprise and the facilities of the Globe 
Furniture Company were transformed into a plant suitable for 
the manufacture of automobiles. However production was short-
lived. In the winter of 1911-12, friction developed between 
118. 
166Amherstburg Echo, October 5, 1900, p. 1, rticle 
167File of the JViilner-\Valker agon rorks. 
168Annual Report of the Ford Motor Company of Canada 
Limited for the Year Ended December 11, 1953, o. 2. 
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the Studebaker Company, distributing agents for E.M.F. in 
the United States and the latter, as to terms and methods of 
distribution. The ultimate result of the differences was 
the sale of the American E.M.F. to the Studebaker Corpora-
tion. The sale of the parent American firm led to the dis-
posal of the Canadian subsidiary as well, and after two 
years of operation in Walkerville, in 1912, Studebaker re-
placed E.M.F. and began to assume responsibility for the 
Canadian enterprise. 169 By 1913 Studebaker employed 325 
workers, who performed their daily tasks in four acres of 
factory space. 170 
Additional industries allied with the motor car 
establishments moved into Walkerville following the turn of 
the century. All were located on Walker Road which was the 
industrial hub of the to~m. 171 
On December 6, 1900, the Canadian Bridge Company 
was incorporated under Letters Patent and thus became the 
169chauvin, Ch. XXV, p. 7. 
17°Gardner, p. 26. 
l7lAmong them may be cited: Gramm Motor Truck Com-
pany; New Dominion Motors, Limited; Detroit Trailer Co~pany -
auto trailers· McCord Manufacturing Company - auto rad1ators 
(Vernon's City of vindsor, Sandwich and Walkerville Directory 
( Hamilton: Henry Vernon and Sons, 1915j, pp. 528-29). Two 
others were: utomobile Tops and Trimming; The alkerville 
Carriage Goods Company (i'indsor Directory Including Walker-
ville and Sandwich (Ingersoll: Union Publishing Company, 
19lqJ, pp. 410,416). An additional one was Canadi~n uto-
motive Light Company (Union Publishin Com an's v1ndsor 
Director -Includin~ Walkerville and Sandwich Ingersoll: 
Union Publishing Company, 1904 , p. 310 • 
second steel firm to locate in Walkerville. The industry 
capitalized at t250,000, and it manufactured, sold and erec-
ted all types of railroad bridges, and various kinds of 
machinery of structural steel and iron. 172 Located on the 
Walker Road, the bridgeworks appears to have been the larg-
est employer of men in the town by 1913, when one thousand 
workers passed through the gates daily and took home with 
them 800,000 in salaries annually. 173 Seven years later, 
in 1907, the Trussed Concrete Steel Company of Canada came 
to Walkerville and by 1913, 195 employees earned their 
livelihood with this firm.l74 
By the beginning of the new century, alkerville 
could no longer properly be referred to as "the distillery 
town". Rather, it had become a centre of diversified in-
dustry, nearly all of which was located along the vlalker 
Road, while the remainder of the town was residential in 
character. In addition to those already mentioned, by 1915 
many other industries had made Walkerville their home. 175 
172Room 157, Parliament Buildings, Toronto. File 
of the Canadian Bridge Company Limited. 
173aardner, p . 23. 
174 Ibid., p. 32. 
175They included: W. E. Seagrave and Company -
fire apparatus west side Walker Road; Berry Brothers 
naint and varnish manufacturers, east side ~alker Road; 
Peabody's Company - overalls, Sandwich ~nd Susan Avenue; 
Leather Label Over-Haul Company - Sand~1ch Street; Anthony 
Wire Fence Company of Canada - east side Walker Road; Dale 
Iron Works - west side \ialker Road; Canadian Hoskins, Limited 
The period 1880 to 1910 was a time of startling 
transition for Walkerville. The tiny hamlet founded by 
Hiram Walker in the lg50's became a booming industrial com-
plex - at least one author has referred to it as the "Bir-
mingham of Canada".l76 Although such a description might 
be construed as somewhat of an exaggeration, undeniably, by 
1910, Walkerville was a prosnerous centre of diversified and 
numerous industrial enterprises. In this transitory period, 
the Walker family constituted an overwhelming factor. It 
was Hiram ~alker's ambition to build his town into a manu-
facturing centre. Through the extension of transportation 
facilities and his efforts to encourage various industries 
to Walkerville, the elder Walker had attained a phenomenal 
degree of success before his death in 1899. 
- electric furnaces, Sandwich Street; Mitchell Brass Found:r 
- automotive castings, Assumption and Susan Streets; C~nad1an 
Dust Proof Weather Strip Company, Limited - weatherstr1p 
manufacturers Walker Road; The Walker Li~ht and Power Build-
ing housed th~ following small industries - The H~inn C?mpany 
- loose leaf devices; Detroit Fuse and Manufactur1ng; D1amond 
Manufacturing Company- machinery; E. W: Jeffress and.C?mpany 
-manufacturing chemists; Wilt Twist Dr1ll Comp~ny, L~m1ted 
(Yernon's City of indsor, Sandwich and \alkery1lle D1rectory 
for the Year 1915 (Hamilton: Henry Vernon and Sons, 191~, 
pp. 528-29). 
176compendium of History and Bioiraphy of the City 
of Detroit and Wayne County, p. 354. 
CHAPTER IV 
ALliliRVILLE ATTAil~S TO N STATUS 
Almost the entire preceding chapter was devoted to 
the transportation and industrial revolution which swept 
. 
Walkerville in the 1880's and which remained a dominant 
characteristic of the municipality throughout the period un-
der study. In stressing the evolution of manufacturing 
interests in Walkerville however, the civic developments have 
been neglected, and in the latter area a process of consoli-
dation was taking place by 1890. 
The settlement founded by Hiram alker in the late 
1850's retained its lowly status as an unincorporated village 
until 1890. On the twenty-ninth day of January, 1890, a peti-
tion was forwarded to the Ontario Legislature requesting the 
incorporation of \'lalkerville as a town •1 In the petition, the 
significant contributions of the Walker family to the develop-
ment and progress of the settleMent were clearly established: 
The sewers in said village have al~ been constructed 
by Hiram Walker and Sons, the fire brigade of fifty-
two men; the fire appliances, the police force of 
two men, one for day and one for night duty, the re-
pair of the sidewalks, other than the sidewalks on 
the main street, the night watch service, and the 
10ntario Archives, Toronto. ~B Petition of E. C. 
Walker et·al. Praying·for the Incorporation of Walkerville 
As a Town January 29 1890, p. 1. Cited hereafter as Peti-
tion of E: C. alker : •• January 29, 1890. 
electric lighting of the streets have been provided 
at the expense of the said firm.2 
S6 
The result was that Walkervillians were experiencing "the en-
joyment of better water and lighting service, fire and police 
protection than the inhabitants of the majority of small towns 
" 3 
• • • • 
Under such conditions, what motivated the villagers 
of Walkerville to seek incorporation as a town? Such a query 
presents somewhat of a conundrum, yet possibly three factors 
may be detected as motives for the transition from unincor-
porated village to town. They include the rapid growth of the 
town, necessitating a change in status, a profit motive on the 
part of the Walkers, and the fear of possible annexation by 
neighbouring ~indsor. 
Since the founding of the village it had been under 
the immediate jurisdiction of the rural municipality of the 
Township of Sandwich East. So long as Walkerville remained 
a small hamlet, this relationship was apparently quite accept-
able. The unincorporated village and the township probably 
experienced common problems and possibly shared sinilar view-
points on pertinent matters. However as alkerville became 
increasingly populous and as she acquired industrial charac-
teristics, both factors gave inoetus to new municipal prob-
lems which could best be solved by a change in status accom-
panied by extended municipal powers. · The village was 
2Ibid., pp. 3-4. 3Ibid., p. 4. 
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experiencing growing pains too. The best industrial sites in 
Walkerville were located upon the line of the Walker railway 
and "the addition of a comparatively few factories would 
occupy all the desirable strip fronting on the road and bound-
ed in the rear by the Railway". 4 For this reason, Walkerville 
wished to obtain additional territory for future industrial 
development. s a growing industrial community, she also re-
quired more sites on which to build homes for the inevitable 
numbers of workers who would follow the various industries to 
Walkerville. Both these factors involved extensive planning, 
and the delineation of definite municipal boundaries through 
incorporation would permit a more effective long-range program 
to take place. 
The influx of industries, with the anticipated increase 
in population required "good roads capable of withstanding 
heavy traffic, good lighting, police and fire protection and 
proper sanitary provisions which could not be afforded by the 
Municipality of Sandwich East". 5 Although the Walkers had 
participated actively in such matters in the past, they appar-
ently declined to commit themselves further in this respect. 
Unquestionably the Walker family had been the primary 
factor in Walkerville's successful growth. Even as a town 
builder, however, Hiram Walker remained an entrepreneur \'Those 
ultimate objective was profit. Incorporation would probably 
4 Ibid. , p. 3. 
release the Walkers from the continued maintenance of a police 
force nd fire department. As a town, Walkerville would be-
come more important, its size would likely increase and as 
extensive owners of local real estate, handsome profits might 
accrue to the alkers. At the same time, the family could 
easily expand their lighting system and waterworks to serve 
a larger community and reap the resultant income. 6 In part 
then, Walker's attitude toward incorporation might have been 
governed by the profit motive. There is no doubt that Walkers 
favored the transition. Prominent among the 208 signatories 
of the petition for incorporation are included the names of 
Hiram Walker, his three sons, Edward Chandler alker, J. 
Harrington alker and F. H. Walker, and the distiller's two 
nephews, H. A. Walker and C. M. Walker.? 
Important as the two preceding factors, esoecially 
the first one, may have been in the decision to seek 'v alker-
ville's incorporation as a town, fear of annexation by neigh-
bouring indsor was possibly the transcendant motive for 
alkerville's action. Nor was such apprehension the result 
of idle speculation in 1890. Editorials in the Windsor Record 
refer to Walkerville as a "ltindsor suburb which was almost 
part of Windsor". 8 Walkervillians were referred to as "our 
6Ibid., p. 4. ?Ibid., pp. 4-9. 
Bcarnegie Library, Windsor. The Windsor Record, 
November 23, 1888, p. 4. 
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East Enders", 9 and one columnist predicted that it was only a 
"question of a few years at most when alkerville shall be 
absorbed by Windsor ••• ".10 Letters to the editor of the 
Record indicate that Windsorites envied alkervillell and 
that annexation of the village was desirable.l2 In 1889 a 
indsor Councillor declared himself in favor of the annexation 
of Walkerville by Windsor.l3 
9Ibid., November 2, 1888, p. 4. 
10Ibid., April 27, 1888, p. 5. 
11Ibid., May 18, 1888, p. 7. 
12Ibid., October 5, 18$8, p. 2. The writer notes the 
frequent trips of ~~indsor lawyers to Toronto to interview the 
Government on the annexation of alkerville. When asked on 
their return to Windsor why 1alkerville was not to be annexed 
the reply was "'Walker is there'". 
13Amherstburg Echo, March 22, 1889, n.p. In this 
same article however, it was determined through "reliable 
sources", that Hiram Walker would be favorable to such a scheme. 
This latter statement would scarcely be in harmony with alker's 
obvious designs for self-sufficiency as is witnessed by the 
town's own utilities, ferry system and railroad. Moreover it 
is difficult to see what possible advantage alker could derive 
from amalgamation. Consequently the reliability of the "reli-
able source" is questionable. The article appears accurate 
otherwise however as there was a council meeting that week and 
the councillor mentioned in the article was present (\indsor 
City Hall Vault, MS Minute Book, Town of -indsor, January 1885 
to June 1890, March 18, 1889, p. 531). That the councillor's 
statement is not in the minutes does not mean that it was not 
made since the minutes merely record the work of the council 
and not the debates on various questions. There is no question 
that the Windsor Council was interested in the incorporation 
of Walkerville as a to~~. In February, 1890, a special comit-
tee was appointed "with instructions to take such actions as 
they may deem proper in regard to the incorporation of Walker-
ville". However the committee never submitted a report appar-
ently. (Ibid., February 17, 1890, pp. 674-75.) 
90 
Even Windsor's actions about this time seemed to 
indica~ that she was perhaps of a "manifest destiny" mind. 
In the summer of 1888, portions of Sandwich West were annexed 
to rindsor. 14 There was no apparent reason why Walkerville 
could not pr.epare for a similar fate. These factors must be 
considered with the knowledge that Vlindsor was rapidly ap-
proaching city status, which she acquired in 1892. Even 
exclusive of territorial content, Walkerville's growing in-
dustrial assessment would have provided a strong foundation 
for an infant city to build upon. 
Annexation, it would appear, could only have been 
repugnant to Walker. 1 5 Powerful as Hiram Walker was in 
Walkerville, as part of the greater Windsor scene his local 
influence would diminish considerably. Walkerville's popu-
lation was one-tenth that of Windsor's16 and the village 
could scarcely aspire to more than token representation in a 
Windsor Council. In contrast, as a separate, autonomous 
municipality, Walkerville might temporarily thwart any \"'ind-
sor design of annexation. So far as 'alker was implicated, 
it was true that his power would probably suffer with the 
14Minutes of the Windsor Town Council, June 11, 1888, 
pp. 404-5. Windsor annexed parts of lots 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 
73 and 74 in the first concession of the Township of Sandwich 
West. 
15Burton Collection, Detroit Public Library. "Neither 
Town Nor City", Detroit Journal, May 10, 1890, p. 2. 
16Popu1ation, 1871-1941 (Ottawa: King's Printer, 
1944), p. 100. 
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inauguration of an elected Walkerville government. Such 
action would still constitute the lesser of two evils how-
ever, and as the town's foremost taxpayer17 he would still 
retain considerable influence. Temporarily, at least, incor-
poration seemed to provide a solution for the problems of the 
Walker family and the townspeople. 
Whatever the reasons for the transition, an act in-
corporating Walkerville as a to~~ was assented to on April 7, 
1890 by the Ontario Legislature. 18 The boundaries of the 
newly created municipality were as follows: on the west, the 
alley between Lincoln and Gladstone Avenues, from the north 
limit of Tecumseh Road to the Detroit River; on the east, from 
the northern limits of the Tecumseh Road to the Detroit River, 
for the most part following the easterly limits of the Lake 
Erie and Detroit River Railway's lands, save for a short dis-
tance between the northerly limits of the aforementioned lands 
and the river bank where it became very irregular for a short 
distance. Generally, however, the tracks of the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Railway constituted the eastern boundary of 
Walkerville. 19 
17windsor City Hall Vault, MS Minutes of the Walker-
ville Town Council, September 22, 1896, p. 397. Cited here-
after as Walkerville Council Minutes. At this time the ~alkers 
paid 8/lO's of the Town's taxes. 
180ntario Statute, 53 Victoria, c. 108. 
19Ibid., s. 2. 
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The town was to consist of three wards: St. Andrew's, 
St. George's and St. Denis' Ward, embracing roughly the west-
ern portions of the town (from First Street to the western 
town boundaries), the middle of the town (from First Street 
to the alley ·bet'\'leen Third and Fourth Streets) and the east-
erly remainder of the town respectively.20 
The government of the Town of Walkerville was to con-
sist of a mayor and nine councillors, three from each ward. 21 
It is most difficult to determine the population of the town 
at incorporation as several conflicting figures are available. 
However a reasonable estimation would appear to place the pop-
ulation at about nine hundred. 22 
Nominations for the first mayor and council w~ sched-
uled for Monday, May 5, 1890. 23 The election was greeted 
20Ibid. , s. 3 • 21Ibid., s. 7. 
22In this particular endeavour a variety of figures 
confront the researcher. Some list the population as one 
thousand (Ontario Archives, Toronto. Ontario Gazeteer and 
Business Directory 1 1888-e9 ( Toronto: R. L. Polk and Co . , 1BS9J ~ p. 1125). \See also Ontario Statute, 51 Victoria, 
c . 10~.) In 1891, the year following incorporation, the 
government census lists the population at 933 (Population, 
1871-1941 [ Ottawa: Kings Printer, 1944] , p. 100). Chauvin 
gives the population figures for 1890 as 798 (Hiram \' alker-
Gooderham and Worts Ltd., Library, alkerville . Francis X. 
Chauvin, "Hiram Walker, His Life and His Work and the Devel-
opment of the Walker Institutions in Walkerville, Ontario", 
[1927], Ch. XXVIII, p. 4). This number is verified by the 
Detroit Sunday News-Tribune (B1rton Historical Collection, 
Detroit Public Library. "Walkerville", Detroit Sunday News-
Tribune, p . 17). Chauvin might well have used the latter 
source too, and in this case the author of this thesis seems 
inclined to emphasise the government statistics in his esti-
mate. 
23ontario Statute, 53 Victoria, c. 108, s. 4. 
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enthusiastically by the Walkerville citizenry as initially 
the cand1dates were numerous, with no apparent possibility of 
any nominee gaining office by acclamation. 24 Among the candi-
dates, Thomas Reid, the head distiller of Hiram 'alker and 
Sons loomed as the favorite contender for the mayoralty seat. 
However, at that time, H. A. Walker, a nephew of the town 
founder proclaimed his candidacy for the office of mayor. The 
other nominees withdrew and as the sole remaining contestant, 
the election was unnecessary, and H. A. Walker was honored 
with the distinction of being the first Wayor of 'alkerville. 25 
The councillors likewise obtained their posts by acclamation. 26 
They included: Robert Kerr, Thomas Smith, Thomas Reid, J. H. 
Ellis, Patrick Walsh, John Bott, J. Edgar, F. Pulfer and 
George V<. Busch. 27 Additional appointed officials in the town 
were: town clerk, Cecil H. Robinson; 28 treasurer, Dr. C. w. 
24Amherstburg Echo, April 25, 1890, Article 75. 
25The Detroit Journal charges tha t Hiram Walker "con-
trolled" the town's first election (Detroit Journal, May 10, 
1890 p. 2). The Amherstburg Echo fails to make such an accu-sati~n but noted one week that there would be a plentiful 
number of candidates for the offices available, while in the 
next issue it noted an election by acclamation, which would 
seem to indicate some unexpected development in the election 
during the interim period (Amherstburg Echo, April 25, 1890, 
Article 75 and Ibid~, ca. May 16, 1890, no article number 
given). 
26Amherstburg Echo, ca. May 16, 1890, no article given. 
27Ibid., ca. May 16, 1890, Article 79. 
2BWindsor City Hall Vault, Second Floor, Clerk's Office. 
To~m of Walkerville By-Law, No. 2, June 10, 1890. Cited here-
after as Town of Walkerville By-Law, No ••••• 
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Hoare; 29 medical health officer, Dr. Hoare;3° assessors, c. 
M. Walke and Charles Chilvers;31 solicitors, Patterson, Mc-
Hugh and Leggatt;3 2 tax collector, Andrew Reid.33 The high-
est paid position in the civic hierarchy was that of the 
town clerk, with Cecil H. Robinson receiving an annual stipend 
of two hundred dollars. 34 The mayor's salary was one hundred 
dollars. 35 There is no indication that the councillors re-
ceived any pecuniary compensation for their services. 
The Council convened the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 7 p.m. and debated the issues at hand not 
later than 11 p.m. when it retired ~ri thout formal adjournment. 
A substantial amount of work done by the Walkerville tow~ 
fathers was resolved through standing committees. These were 
the committees of: Finance and Assessment; Fire, Water and 
Light; Board of 'orks; Public Market; Printing and Education; 
Licenses; Charity; and Po1ice.36 Most of the co~mittees are 
self-explanatory, but the Market CoiJmlittee was the most 
29Ibid., No. 1, June 10, 1890. 
30Ibid., No. 6, June 11, 1890. 
31rbid., No. 3 ' June 11, 1890. 
32rbid., No. 9, June 11, 1890. 
33rbid., No. 14, October 14, 1890. 
34Ibid., ~Io. 2, June 10, 1S90. 
3 5Ibid., No. 20, December 23, 1890. 
36Ibid., o. 11, June,n.d.,1890. 
95 
curious of all, since the town was not to possess a market 
for many years after incorporation. Consequently, until the 
market was established in 1924,37 the Market Committee dealt 
with those matters that fell outside the jurisdiction of the 
other committees. The Fire, Water and Light Committee was 
one of the most important of the three member committees. 
It was required to report periodically on the state of readi-
ness of the fire bri~ade and apparatus which protected the 
to~m. The fire department was a privately owned service even 
after incorporation however, and the Walkers took care to 
maintain it in good condition. The same committee was to re-
gulate and superintend those matters pertaining to the Walker-
ville water supply and the town lighting.3S In this instance 
it was merely a matter of securing an annual agreement with 
the Walker family, which controlled both these aspects of the 
town's public utilities.39 
The obvious responsibilities of the Police Committee 
included the supervision and regulations of the town's constab-
ulary. Like most other organizations in the distillery town, 
Hiram Walker was responsible for the development of the Walk-
erville police force. Apparently the first constable to patrol 
the Walkerville streets was one Amos B. Griffiths who was en-
gaged by the Walkers about 1887. Prior to the assumption of 
37Ibid., No. 1053, December 22, 1924. 
38Ibid., No. 11, June, n.d., 1890. 
39Chauvin, Ch. XXXIV, p. 5. 
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his law-enforcement duties in Walkerville, Griffiths had been 
turnkey in the Sandwich jail.4° The force was expanded by 
the Walkers and by 1890 it consisted of Chief Griffiths and 
an additional constable. The firm dressed the officers in 
resplendent uniforms and the two-man detachment underwent a 
monthly inspection at the main office of the distillery. The 
Chief of the Walkerville Police Department was no sinecure's 
position, and he was obliged to patrol the tovm just as his 
constable. A slight concession was made to Grif~iths in grant-
ing him the privilege of selecting the hours during which he 
was to perform his duties. In an effort to encourage regular-
ity and efficiency within the constabulary, Walker established 
a call box system, and the patrolmen were required to ring 
in hourly, their calls being recorded and checked by the dis-
tiller the following morning. This protection was rendered 
without charge to the residents of Walkerville.41 On the ele-
vation of the village to town status in 1890, the police force 
was placed under the jurisdiction of the corporation.42 Its 
strength was retained at two constables, incl~ding the chief, 43 
except in the summer months when tramps sometimes appeared in 
40Amherstburg Echo, January 31, 1890, Article 24. 
4lThe Detroit Journal, May 10, 1890, p. ~. 
42Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 4, J~ne 10, 1890. 
43 lalkerville Council Minutes, January 10, 1893, 
p. 8 and September 12, 1893, p. 75. 
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the town, at which time additional patrolmen might be engaged 
on a temporary basis.h4 ith incorporation the duties of the 
policemen became more burdensome. They were then obliged to 
report on the number of darkened lamp globes on ·~alkerville 
streets45 and also to serve as truant officers for delinquent 
Walkerville school children.46 The salaries of the force, 
which numbered three by 1897,47 appears paltry by contempor-
ary standards. The chief received · ·650 annually and the two 
constables . 570, these salaries being attained only after a 
number of increases during the initial decade following in-
corporation.48 
Strangely enough, the first nlock-up" or jail was con-
structed in Walkerville about 1880, apparently seven years 
before the initial law-enforcement agent arrived in the ham-
let. The new "lock-up" was built at an approximate cost of 
~27549 and it was situated north of the Great Western Railway 
line, probably on the southern side of Sandwich Street 
(Riverside Drive) in the close proximity of the firemen's 
1894, 
44Ibid., 
p. 185. 
June 26, 1894, p. 155 and December 11, 
4 5Ibid., February 
p. ~9. 1893' 
28, 1893, p. 25 and March 14, 
46Ibid., February 13, 1894, p. 125. 
47rbid., March 9, 1897, p. 454. 
48Ibid., May 8, 1900, p. 217. 
49Amherstburg Echo, ca. June 10, 1880, Ar.ticle 116. 
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hall.50 It was very small, with only two cells, but was ap-
parently deemed adequate to accommodate ialkerville wrong-
doers.51 This place of detention served to lodge town male-
factors until the early 1890's, when agitation developed to 
. 
demand the building of a new "lock-up". It was felt that the 
one then standing was poorly situated and unfit for use, so 
much so that the chief of police was reluctant to sho\'T the 
structure to visitors asking to see it.52 Dissatisfaction 
continued, until in 1896, when a lot was purchased on the east 
side of Walker Road just south of present-day Riverside Drive 
for t300 from the Walkerville Land and Building Company, a 
Walker enterprise. 53 The second structure to house the town 
jail also served as an armory for alkerville's new military 
unit. The ?1st "Essex" Battalion was organized in June 1885 
and included five companies, one of which was No, 4 Company 
stationed at Amherstburg. In 1895, the latter Company was 
transferred to Walkerville and in 1907 became "D" Company of 
the 21st Essex Fusiliers.54 When the military came to 
50Amherstburg Echo, ca. July 1880, Article 117 and 
Hiram·Walker Historical Museum, c. E. Goad, Map of \lalker-
ville, Ontario, February 1884, Sheet One (cited hereafter 
as Goad, Map of Walkerville). 
51Amherstburg Echo, ca. July 1880, Article 117. 
52walkerville Council Minutes, January 28, 1896, p. 297. 
53Ibid., A ril 14, 1896, p. 335 and Ibid., June 30, 1S96, p. 3b7. 
54Letter from the Historical Section, Army Head-
quarters, ttawa, July 24, 1963, to the author. 
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Walkerville in 1895, they lacked suitable quarters, and a 
decision '"as made to erect a combined police station and arm-
ory \-Jhich was completed in 1897. 55 The resultant brick struc-
ture had the appearance of a miniature medieval castle of two 
stories.56 It w~s well furnished and each member of the Com-
pany enjoyed separate lockers for his equipment, while all 
the Company had use of the gymnasium in the building.57 Just 
as "D" Company might be proud of their quarters, Chief Grif-
fiths had no longer any need to be ashamed of the 11ew ··ialker-
ville "lock-up", and so t~To problems were solved simultaneously. 
As a fledgling municipality, Walkerville periodically 
encountered addit i onal problems of a more serious nature. 
One of the most difficult issues involved the relationship 
between the neighbouring municipalities of Windsor and alker-
ville. Since Walkerville possessed no sec~ndary school of 
her own, students who wished to supplement their elementary 
education were obliged to attend the Windsor High School. 
Until incorporation, Walkerville made no direct payments for 
the support of the Windsor institution, but contributed to it 
through the county grant. An amended financial agreement 
with the county accompanied the transition of unincorporated 
440. 
55walkerville Council Minutes, February 9, 1897, p. 
56
rn the Private Collection of Neil F. Morrison. 
Walkerville Canada (n p The Canadian Souvenir Publishing ;:;----~:r.;:.::;,;:..::::..J.-, __.;::..=~= • " n Co . , lBQR), see photo, "police headquarters and armory. 
57 Ibid. 
100 
village to town, but Walkerville councillors still believed 
that the new a reement between the to~m and the county in-
cluded the payment to the Windsor High School for Walkerville 
students in attendance.58 Consequently, when requested, the 
Walkerville Council refused to reimburse the Windsor High 
School for Walkerville scholars.59 By 1895 Windsor authori-
ties clained that the upriver community was in arrears on 
payments for academic services.60 But the Walkerville town 
fathers stubbornly refused to acknowledge this debt, main-
taining that the annual county grant still covered the second-
ary school education of Walkerville pupils. When the ~ialker­
villians discovered that they were, in fact, responsible for 
the payments in question, they argued that it was most un-
reasonable to support the high school financially and exercise 
no voice in the administration of the institution. Walker-
ville demanded admittance into the high school district and 
the privilege of electing a trustee. 61 t length, however, 
the Walkerville town fathers decided to assume the responsi-
bility of the Windsor Institute fees f0r pupils from vfalker-
ville, subject to certain conditions: 
Walkerville assumes the responsibility of the Wind-
sor High School fees, for Walkerville students pro 
rata, who have graduated at the Walkerville Public 
5Bwalkerville Council Minutes, Anril 10, 1894, p. 135. 
59Ibid. 
6oibid., January 8, 1895, p. 189. 
61Ibid.~ June 12, 1894, p. 152. 
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School and been regular and bonafide scholars there-
of,. a certificate from the Head Master to this effect 
to be ~trn~shed to each scholar desirous of attending 
the Windsor High School and the parents of such chil-
dren being the supporters of our Public Scho 1 and 
that each scholar shall procure a certificate of res-
idenceshi from the Town Clerk to be presented to the 
principal on bis or her entering the High School anJ 
that costs of guition of said pupils be provided for 
by assessment. 2 
Even this plan caused some discontent as frequent discrepan-
cies occurred in the number of certificates issued by the 
town clerk and the number of pupils in attendance at the high 
school. 63 The school question proved to be one of the most 
contentious problems between the two municipalities in the 
first decade of Walkerville's existence as a town. 
In other matters, splendid co-operation existed be-
tween the two neighbouring riverfront communities in the 
1890's. Possibly the most prevalP-nt dan,e:;er in both munici-
palities at the time was the spread of contagious diseases. 
In 1890 the Walkerville Public School was closed as a result 
of a scarlet fever epidemic 64 and had to be thoroughly cleaned 
and fumi~ated before it \.,as re-opened to th students. 65 
The following year a diptheria outbreak caused the closing 
and disinfecting of the school again. 66 Typhoid67 and black 
62Ibid., March 12, 1895, p. 215. 
63Ibid., February 12, 1895, p. 202. 
64Amherstburg Echo, ca. July 4, 1890, Article 111. 
65Ibid., ca. July 18, 1890. 
66Ibid., September 25, 1891, p. 4, Article 144. 
6?Ibid.~ May 1, 1896,. P• 5. 
102 
measles68 posed additional dangers to Walkerville and vicin-
ity just befo e the turn of the century, and the possibility 
of an epidemic was always prevalent, a fact of which Walker-
villians were undoubtedly aware. The upriver town lacked an 
' isolation hospital but Vlindsor did maintain its own "pest-
house"69 and in 1899 negotiations resulted in vlalkerville 
receiving permission to send citizens suffering from a con-
tagious disease to the Windsor Isolation Hospital. Although 
Walkerville was permitted to use the facilities without 
charge, the town assumed the expenses of its own patients, 
and disinfected the rooms following their recovery.7° This 
spirit of co-operation alleviated the possibility of a dan-
gerous epidemic. 
Some of Walkerville's problems were purely domestic 
in nature and involved no other municipality. The Grand 
Trunk Railway proved to be a persistent source of discontent 
to Walkerville people. The speed of the train through the 
village annoyed the inhabitants. 71 The Second Street 
{Devonshire Road) crossing was believed to be dangerous to 
vehicles and pedestrians alike, and the citizens demanded 
69. 
68Ibid., January 9, 1891, p. 1. 
69walkerville Council Minutes, February 8, 1898, p. 
70ibid., March 14, 1899, pp. 142-3. 
71Ibid., September 26, 1893, p. 82. 
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that a watchman be stationed there.72 After his advent how-
ever, he was frequently reprimanded for unsatisfactory per-
formance of his duties. The "hideous noise" created by the 
prolonged shrill of the Grand Trunk trains disturbed the 
townspeople as wel1. 73 Possibly the outstanding grievance 
between the railway company and the corporation centered 
about the timeworn wooden railway bridge which spanned the 
Grand Trunk tracks on Sandwich Street (Riverside Drive). 
For many years the town fathers attempted to rid the munici-
pality of this "unsightly" structure and have it replaced by 
a level crossing but to no avail.74 
Although Walkerville was a rapidly developing indus-
trial town in the 1$90' s, elements of rural ism l«rere still 
prominent. In this respect, Walkerville residents had diffi-
culties with stray animals in the neighbourhood. In the 
le90's some of the townspeople owned sheep,75 or other types 
of livestock and on many occasions, these animals were killed 
by stray dogs and the municipal council was obliged to pay a 
portion of the losses. 76 Not only were dogs bothersome but 
72Ibid _., June 12, 1894, p. 155. 
73Ibid., June 11, 1895, p. 239. 
74Ibid _., January 10, 1~99, p. 126. 
75Ibid., December 11, 1894, p. 184 and July 23, 
1895, p. ?50. 
76Ibid. ~ June 8, 1897, p. 494 and July 13, 1897, 
p. 5. 
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even stray horses and cattle77 proved a nuisance to residents 
of the town, especially in the Lincoln Road area78 which was 
only developed in the early nineties.79 The prevailing situ-
ation necessitated the existence of a town pound-keeper who 
was an important figure on the alkerville scene. The initial 
pound-keeper in the town was appointed in 1893. His duties 
were to rid the municipality of such wandering nuisances as 
horses, cattle, sheep, goats~ swine and geese. In the early 
years of incorporation, no public pound existed, and the 
pound-keeper was obliged to utilize his own facilities for 
the retention of the various animals. The holder of this 
position in the 1890's was required to possess a sense of 
justice as he might be asked to serve as ex officio magistrate 
in the pursuance of his daily tasks. In instances where irate 
householders brought animals to the pound which had damaged 
their properties, the pound-keeper was obliged to solicit the 
damages from the owner of the impounded animal before the 
latter was given its freedom. Should a dispute ensue over 
the extent of damages payable by the owner of the offending 
animal, the pound-keeper possessed the authority to summon a 
"court of three fence-viewers". One of the judges was chosen 
by the owner of the delinquent animal, a second by the party 
77Ibid., July 13, 1897, p. 13 and June 14, 1898, 
p. 90. 
78Ibid. 
79Amherstburg Echo, April 4, 1890, p. 6. Also see 
Goad, Map of Walkerville, December 1890, Sheet Three. 
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claiming damages, while the third arbiter was selected by the 
pound-keeper. The jury then retired to the scene of the des-
truction and assessed the amount payable according to the 
damages. This sum was then paid to the claimant. Since the 
post of pound-keeper was not a salaried job, his income was 
derived entirely from poundage fees. Should a horse be im-
pounded, the keeper would be the recipient of fifty cents 
per day of confinement, similarly cattle were lodged at thirty 
cents, swine fifty cents, sheep and goats ten cents each, 
while geese were the least remunerative type of captive, net-
ting the pound-keeper merely five cents daily. As the years 
passed the pound-keeper disappeared from the Walkerville 
80 scene. Yet, in his time, he must have been one of the 
hardest-working individuals in the town and was faced with 
many difficult tasks. 
Walkerville was a relatively small town, but it ~as 
not a dull place, and holidays and special occasions were en-
thusiastically greeted by the citizenry which usually dressed 
the corporation in flags and bunting on Labor Days and Civic 
Holidays. typical Civic Holiday might include a parade, 
athletic events, such as a ten mile bicycle race, a boat race 
or swimming meet, all rather simple but conceivably entertain-
ing diversions. 81 
80Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 86, October 24, 
1893. 
BlAmherstburg Echo, July 21, 1893, p. 4, Article 111. 
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However in 1894, a gigantic celebration took place, 
the magnificence of which Walkerville had never witnessed 
previously and was unlikely to see again. The occasion was 
the opening of Hiram Walker and Sons' new office buildings 
on the riverfron~ on the north side of present-day Riverside 
Drive. On Thursday, October 20, 1894, the fine buildings 
erected at a cost of ~100,000 were the scene of a gala cele-
bration as hundreds of guests responded to the invitations 
issued by the Walkers. The visitors arrived from every cor-
ner of the United States and Canada and were met at the train 
by Mr. F. H. alker and Mr. Robins, the treasurer of the dis-
tillery firm. Walkerville was attired in her best flags and 
bunting, and all day long the streets teemed with people. 
On arrival, the more distant guests were feted with a delec-
table luncheon in the Walkerville Music Hall, recently built, 
across the street from the new offices. The outstanding 
feature of the day's attractions was the reception in the 
new building from 2 to 6 p.m. Each guest was greeted by 
aging Hiram alker, and his three sons, E. c. ialker, J. 
Harrington Walker and Franklin H. alker, as they entered 
the interior of the structure. Inside was a dazzling spec-
tacle of mosaic floors, marble columns and fine antique oak 
panelling. The four key members of the firm possessed pri-
vate offices magnificently attired with antique furniture, 
marble fireplaces and fine paintings and reproductions. The 
general architectural style of the structure was Italian 
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Renaissance and features of some of Florence's finest archi-
tectural creations were incorporated into the Walker offices. 
Throughout the day, Chicago caterers provided the 
festive crowd with all types of tasty delicacies, while the 
tinkling mandolins of the Mandolin Club of Chicago enter-
tained those present. Tours of the distillery were conducted, 
and those who desired took trips on the Walkers' trim steam 
yacht, the Pastime. At six in the afternoon, the invited 
visitors departed but the evening was retained for the employ-
ees and their families who received the same regal treatment 
as their predecessors earlier in the day. 
The modern facilities contained a kitchen, serving 
room and lunch room, a gymnasium and barbershop and all of 
the splendid woodwork, including much of the exquisitely in-
tricate carving, wa.s done by the Globe Furniture Company of 
Walkerville. October 20, 1894, was possibly the most magni-
ficent celebration that ever occurred in Walkerville, and 
probably lingered on in the minds of partici ants for some 
time. 82 
82The preceding description was derived from two · 
sources: The Amherstburg Echo, September 28, 1894, p. 3, 
Article 118 and "A Commercial Palace", The Toronto Empire, 
October 13, 1894, pp. 1-4. The latter newspaoer may be 
consulted in the Public Relations Office, Hiram valker 
Gooderham & Worts, 1!Jalkerville, Ontario. Since exc~rpts 
from both articles are so intricately incorporated 1n the 
formation of the composite desc~iption above, the au~hor 
finds it advisable to omit specific references and l1st the 
two sources which may be consulted readily by interested 
persons. The value judgements are not those of the author 
but are found in the articles themselves. 
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A less grandiose event in 1897, was the dedication of 
the Victoria Jubilee Fountain, which is presently (1964) 
located in Willistead Park. As early as 1893, the Walker-
ville Council lamented that the town did not possess a foun-
tain.83 However the matter was repeatedly deferred until 
1897, when it was decided that the erection of a suitable 
commemorative fountain should be the focal point of the town's 
proposed celebration of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. 
~fuen the opinion of the Messrs. alker was sought on the mat-
ter, these gentlemen believed that the ~300 budgeted for the 
proposed fountain was inadequate and that a first-rate foun-
tain should be the objective. 84 They added that they wished 
to assume the financial burden of the memorial fountain them-
selves as a gift to the people of Walkerville. 85 According-
ly, on June 22, 1897, Walkervillians, with the remainder of 
the British Empire, acknowledged Victoria's sixtieth year on 
the English throne. The festivities commenced with a parade 
led by the town councillors, and in succession, various 
Windsor dignitaries in carriages, the Walkerville Band, the 
Essex Fusiliers, the school children and the members of the 
Bicycle Club with their gaily decorated bicycles, while the 
Walkerville Fire Brigade brought up the rear. The parade 
was terminated at the site of the memorial fountain at the 
83 alkerville Council Minutes, June 13, 1893, p. 54. 
84Ibid., May 11, 1897, p. 477. 
85Ibid., May 25, 1897, p. 489. 
109 
corner of Assumption and Second (Devonshire Road} Streets. 
There, the assemblage watched as Mrs. Edward Chandler Walker 
laid the cornerstone for the fountain using a handsome silver 
trowel designed for the auspicious occasion. This act was 
followed by the customary oratory of the assembled dignitar-
ies, and in this manner, the morning's celebration was con-
cluded.g6 
In contrast to this cheerful event of 1e97, was the 
morning of January 12, 1899. On this Thursday morning, the 
founder of the Town of Walkerville passed away at his Detroit 
home. He had been in ill health for some four years following 
a paralytic stroke in 1895, and two additional seizures took 
place two days before his death. 87 On the day after Hiram 
Walker's death, the Walkerville Council convened in a special 
session, at which time the town fathers drew up the following 
resolution of condolences: 
The Mayor and Council of the Town of V!alkerville hav-
ing received the mournful news of the death of Mr. 
Hiram Walker the founder of the Town of Walkerville 
desire to place on record their appreciation of the 
great energy, enterprise, intelligence and benefic-
ence displayed by Mr. ~lker during his long and use-
ful life which terminated at Detroit on January 12 
A.D., 1899, and we express their sympathy with his 
sons and daughters and relatives in their bereave-
ment. SigHsd at Walkerville this 13th day of January 
A.D. 1899. 
86Neil F. ?-tiorrison, "The Story of the Queen Yictoria 
Jubilee Fountain", Radio Sketches (1945-1962) of Perlods~Events­
Personalities from the History of the Essex Co~nty-Detro1t Area 
(n.p. Essex County Historical Association, Apr1l 7, 1963). 
87Chauvin, Ch. XXIX, pp. ?-3. 
8Swalkerville Council Minutes, January 13, 1899, pp. 
132-33. 
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The ~uneral was held at Detroit, Michigan, on Satur-
day afternoon, January 14, at the late Mr. Walker's home, the 
interment being in Elmwood Cemetery. The pallbearers were 
all from Walkerville and employees of the alker firm, the 
town officials attended the funeral in a body, while Rev. Mr. 
Battersby, rector of St. Mary's, alkerville, was among the 
officiating clergy. 89 In Walkerville, the day of the burial, 
the fire hall bell tolled a mournful dirge in recognition of 
the solemn occasion.9° 
The passing of Hiram Walker, almost coincident as it 
was, with the end of a century, spelled the end of an era in 
the history of the Town of Walkerville. 
B9Amherstburg Echo, January 20, 1899, p. 1, Article 8. 
90In the N. F. Morrison Private Collection. Interview 
with T. F. Crouchman, May 23, 1953, conducted personally by 
N. F. Morrison. 
CHAPTER V 
RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL INSTITUTIO S IN ALKERVILLE 
1890-1922 
Until the middle eighties, Walkerville was scarcely 
more than a sleepy hamlet dominated by a large distillery. 
By 1890, the town began to stir discontentedly and had emerg-
ed from its torpid existence. Ten years later Walkerville 
had completely shed those drowsy characteristics to assume 
all the attributes of a thriving industrial town. In 1911 
vlalkerville's population was 3302, double that of 1901, and 
the metamorphosis was comp1ete. 1 Probably the dominant char-
acteristic of the period 1890 to 1910 was the influx of in-
dustries, but this interval was complemented by the arrival 
of several churches in the town. 
In 1891, St. Mary's Anglican Church remained the sole 
place of worship, and except for the early 1870's, Methodists 
and other non-Anglicans were compelled to attend services in 
Windsor. Methodism returned to Walkerville in 1892, however, 
with the Reverend J. P. Rice as its determined standard bear-
er. Rice was one of those gifted clergymen whose primary 
task was the rescue of churches in distress and the development 
1Population 1871-1941 (Ottawa: King's Printer, 1944), 
p. 100. The population for 1901 was 1595 compared with the 
1q11 figures of 3302. 
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of infant congregations under the most hopeless of conditions. 2 
Apparently Walkerville exhibited all the symptoms under which 
Reverend Rice thrived, and the latter strongly believed that 
a Methodist church should be re-established in \valkerville. 
In June, 1891, the London Conference was meeting in 'indsor, 
and Rice appeared before this assemblage with arg1~ents sup-
porting the inauguration of a church enterprise in the upriver 
community.3 His plea was successful, and during the evening of 
June 9, 1891, the Lincoln Road Methodist enterprise received 
the sanction of the London Conference Committee.4 That same 
night, Reverend Rice procured a small book in which he record-
ed donations for his endeavour. On the flyleaf of this book-
let, the following notation appeared: 
Windsor, June 9th, 1891. 
This certifies that Rev. J.P. Rice has the authority 
of the London Conference to canvas for aid in the 
erection of a church and parsonage in the ~alker­
ville Mission. We most heartily commend the enter-
prise. 
W.W. Edwards, Sec. B.C. Clement, Pres.5 
2Lincoln Road United Church Archives, indsor. MS 
Letter from the Reverend J. P. Rice to the Reverend B. H. 
Robinson, incumbent pastor of Lincoln Road United Church, 
October 4, 1943. Cited hereafter as Rice to Robinson, Octo-
ber 4, 1943. 
3Archives of the United Church of Canada, Victoria 
University, Toronto. MS Minute Book, London Stationing Com-
mittee 1884-1902, morning session, June 2, 1891, pp. 104-5. 
4Archives of the United Church of Canada, Victoria 
University Toronto. MS Minute Book, London Conference, the 
Methodist Church of Canada, 1884-1891, evening session, June 
9, 1891, p. 642. 
51incoln Road United Church Archives, Windsor. ~B 
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The authorization was completed with the seal of the London 
Conference of the Methodist Church. Prepared in this manner, 
with the subscription book, Rice began the solicitation of 
funds for the project. Among his contributors were two well-
. 
known evangelists of the time, Crossley and Hunter, and J. L. 
Hudson of Detroit, who contributed one hundred dollars to the 
fund. 6 In his quest for financial assistance, Rice appealed 
to Hiram Walker. The town founder declined to contribute, 
maintaining that so long as St. ary's was only half-filled 
on the Sabbath, there was no need for an additional church in 
the town. The distiller even refused to sell Rice a lot as a 
future site for the proposed church.? Lincoln Road was just 
Subscription Booklet for First Lincoln Road Methodist Church, 
June 9, 1891, inside cover. Cited hereafter as Subscription 
Booklet. 
6Ibid. 
?Lincoln Road United Church Archives, Windsor. A 
Short Histo of Lincoln Road United Church indsor Walker-
ville Ontario n.p. 1939 , Book I, p. 3. Cited hereafter 
as A Short History of Lincoln Road United Church. Hiram 
v'alker spoke the truth when he suggested that his church, St. 
Mary's, was only half-filled. In 1891 the average attend-
ance was only 105 (Office of the Anglican Church of Canada, 
Diocese of Huron, Richmond Street, London, Ontario. Synod 
Journal, Diocese of Huront 1889-1892, Parochial Reports as 
of April 30, 1891, p. 1B9J. The seating of St. Mary's was 
250 (Synod Journal! 1898-1901, Parochial Report for the year 
ending April 30, 1~98, p. xlvi}. Readers might wonder too, 
if alker refused to sell Rice a lot in the town, how the 
church came to Walkerville. In 1890, Walkerville consisted 
of farm lots 94, 95 and 96 in the first concession, Township 
of Sandwich East Walker's landholdings seem to have been 
almost entirely in lots 95 and 96, which in 1890 constituted 
the developed portion of to\~ (Hiram Walker Historical Museum. 
C. E. Goad, MaJ of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, S~eets 
Three and Four • However lot 94 had been owned by the Ch1lver 
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a new subdivision in 1890 however, 8 and not owned by Walker, 
and on this street Rice bought lots 118 and 119 from John 
Curry on June 16, 1891.9 The following month, on July 8, lot 
120, at the southwest corner of Lincoln Road and Wyandotte 
Street was purcha'sed as a site for the proposed church.lO 
The contract for the construction of the parsonage was entered 
into September 4, 1891. The estimated cost was ~1695 and the 
date of completion was scheduled for November 10 of the same 
year. 11 In June, 1892, a contract was signed for the construc-
tion of the church, at an estimated cost of 651912 and this 
structure was dedicated November 20, 1892. 13 Dr. Alexander 
Sutherland of Toronto, the General Missionary Secretary, 
preached at the morning and evening services and officiated 
family (Hiram Walker Historical Museum. MacDonald Historical 
Collection, MS Wilkinson Papers, 20-235, Lot Ninety-Four}. 
The westerly portion of lot 94 was sold in 1890 to a Windsor 
land syndicate which subdivided the purchase into Lincoln 
Road and Gladstone Avenue (Amherstburg Echo, April 4, 1890, 
p. 6). Thus Rice was not dealing 'lfi th Walker when he bought 
the real estate. There is no doubt that alker opposed the 
construction of the church (Rice to Robinson, October 4, 
1943}. Rice makes reference to the "intense opposition of 
Distiller Hiram Walker". 
BAmherstburg Echo, March 28, 1890, p. 6 and Ibid., 
April 4, 1890, p. 4. 
9Lincoln Road United Church Archives, V,indsor. Y~ 
Minutes of the Church Building Committee, p. 103. Cited here-
after as Building Committee Minutes. 
lOibid., p. 2. 
11 Ibid. , pp. 3 , 11, 12 • 
12Ibid. , p. 51. 
13Ibid., p. 13. 
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at the dedication. 14 The church membership at the outset num-
bered only seventy-five.1 5 The first Sunday School in the new 
church was held January 15, 1893, with William Woollatt, the 
16 
superintendent. This \-Tas the same individual who was asso-
ciated with the Lake Erie and Detroit River Railway, and who 
was to remain superintendent of the church school for forty 
years. Mr. Woollatt also served at various intervals as 
choir leader, 17 as a member of the building committee of the 
first church~lg and as quarterly official board member. 19 
The Reverend J. P. Rice remained in alkerville only 
six months after the opening of the Walkerville Methodist 
Church. Then he was summoned to the rescue of Alma College 
l4A hort History of Lincoln Road United Church, I, 3. 
15This information is located in the Lincoln Road 
United Church Archives, Windsor, on a sheet bearing the follow-
ing title: "Lincoln Road United Church-Data from Year Books, 
Minute Books, Legal Documents, Etc ••••• Above Data Assembled 
Without dequate Double Check by W. J. Brownell, April 15, 
1941". Cited hereafter as "Data • • • April 15, 1941". 
Brownell at this time was evidently compiling a church history; 
his notes, his letters of enquiry to the various archives for 
information ~ive evidence that he took the utmost care with 
his task. ~fuere possible, the author of this thesis has check-
ed Brownell ~nth the original documents and found him to be 
most reliable. 
16tincoln Road United Church Archives, Windsor. ~S 
Sunday School Secretary's Record Book, January 15, 1893-January 
14, 1906, p. 1. 
17A Short History of Lincoln Road United Church, I, 21. 
18Bui1ding Committee Minutes, p. 1. 
l9Lincoln Road United Church Archives, indsor. MS 
Quarterly Official Board Minutes, February 18, 1920, p. 95. 
Cited hereafter as Lincoln Road Church Official Board lJiinutes. 
b 
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which was experiencing financial difficulties. 20 
Under successive ministries, the church membership 
continued to increase. A decade after the opening of Lin-
coln Road Methodist Church, the membership had attained 130 
under the guidance of the Reverend John H. Kirkla.nd. 21 On 
September 21, 1913, in the pastorate of the Reverend Harry 
T. Ferguson, the church mortgage was burned at the Harvest 
H . 22 orne serv1ce. The congregation did not rest on their 
laurels ho\'rever and only four months later, on January 6, 
1914, a decision was made to build the present church. 23 
Probably the primary motive for this resolution was the 
growth in members and adherents to 516 in 1914, quite a con-
trast to the seventy-five charter members of twenty-two years 
previously. 24 The new church was to stand three lot-widths 
south of the old structure, on a site consistine of lots 114, 
116, 117 and art of lot 115. 25 On September 19, 1914, the 
cornerstone of the new church was laid by Nlr. ~!oollatt. 26 
The present Lincoln Road Church was opened September 12, 
20Letter from Rice to Robinson, October 4, 1943. 
2l"D t a a • • • April 15, 1941". 
22Building Committee Minutes, p. 193. 
23Ibid., p. 195. 
24nnata ••• April 15, 1941". 
25Building Committee Minutes, p. 197. 
26Ibid., p. 206. 
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1915, 27 still in the incumbency of Rev. Ferguson. 28 The 
structure cost $42,065.59, 29 although the amount was offset 
in part by the sale of the old church for 15,000.30 
In 1920, rumbles of expansion were again audible as 
I 
the young people of the church sought some suitable accnm-
rnodation for recreational purposes. This led to the forma-
tion of a committee to consider the feasibility of a church 
house.3 1 A solution was to be effectect years later with the 
erection of the Woollatt Church House adjoining the present 
church. By 1922, the membership of the Lincoln Road Method-
ist Church was 959 and under the spiritual leadership of the 
Reverend E. A. Pearson, the church founded three decades 
previously by a Ruthven clergyman, continued to promote the 
cause of Methodism in v-alkerville. 3 2 
Anglicans at the turn of the century still attended 
the church on Sandwich Street (Riverside Drive) built by 
Hiram ~alker in 1870. In 1902, a nnmber of factors seemed 
27Lincoln Road United Church Archives. • J. Brown-
ell ( cornp.}, "Factual History of Lincoln Road United Church, 
Windsor. For the Golden Jubilee of the Church, June 9, 1941." 
Cited hereafter as "Factual History of Lincoln Road United 
Church". 
Church". 
28"Data ••• April 15, 1941". 
29Brownell, "Factual History of Lincoln Road United 
30Building Committee Minut~s, p. 213. 
31tincoln Road Church Official Board Minutes, p. 95. 
32"Data ••• April 15, 1941". 
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to indicate the desirability of a new structure for the pa-
rishoners. The proximity of the church to the Grand Trunk 
Railway led to frequent interruptions during the services. 
The church lacked a chancel and a vestry, both of which were 
deemed necessities. The Ladies Aid Society, sixty in number, 
was hampered by inadequate facilities for bazaars, or a meet-
ing place.33 The church basement which housed the eleven 
Sunday School classes consisting of 115 pupils34 was too 
small to properly accommodate the scholars. Damp conditions 
prevailed in the basement too, which provided anything but a 
healthy atmosphere.35 Although the church seated 250 wor-
shippers, and average attendance was ninety, 280 parishoners 
were on the rolls,36 and this constituted a problem on festi-
vals or special occasions, l<rhen there was insufficient accom-
modation.37 
As soon as the sons of the late Hiram walker learned 
of the difficulties and nlans of the parishoners, they offer-
ed to erect a new church, rectory, and Sunday School, to the 
memory of their parents in the southern portion of the town, 
33st. Mary's Church Archives. Annual Report of the 
Church Wardens, St. Mary's Church, lalkeryille, F~aster 1902, 
p. 7. Reports hereafter cited as St. Mary's Church Annual 
Report. 
34rbid., p. 4. 
3 5rbid. , p. 7. 
36synod Journal, 1900-1903, Abstract of Parochial 
Re orts for year ending April 30, 1900. 
31st. Mary's Church Annual Report, Easter 1902, p. 7. 
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and plans to this end began at once.3 8 The Walker sons in-
herited their father's tradition of exercising the utmost 
care in any enterprise undertaken, and a renowned firm of 
church architects, Cram, Goodhue and Ferguson of Boston and 
I 
New York, prepared the blueprints for the ecclesiastical 
structure.39 The cornerstone was laid by the Right Reverend 
Maurice S. Baldwin, D.D., Lord Bishop of Huron, on Monday, 
May 25, 1903, at 2:30 p.m. 40 The church was consecrated by 
Bishop Baldwin on Sunday, April 10, 1904. 1~1 The \·lalkers not 
only provided for the building of the church but donated an 
organ, communion service, font, church and choir vestments, 
hymnbooks for choir and congregation, a library for the Sun-
day School, ranges in the school house and rectory, and all 
the cooking utensils and linens reouired for banquets or 
other types of entertainment.42 An endowment fund of 25,000 
was established by the Walkers, the income derived to be 
utilized for insurance and repair of the buildings and the 
grounds, and the provision of musical services for the church. 
In the deed of gift arrangements were set do~m for the church 
38st, Mary's Church Annual Report, Easter 1903. 
39st. ·Mary's Church Archives. Robert L. Daniels, St. 
Mary's Church, Walkerville (n.p. 1942), p. S. 
4°st. Mary's Church Archives, Office for Layin~ the 
Corner Stone at St. Mary's Church, Walkerville ... on Monday, 
the Twenty-fifth Day of May, 1903 •.•• 
41st. Mary's Church Annual R.eport, Easter 1904. 
42Ibid. 
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cemetery. A plan was formulated whereby an endowment was to 
be established through the sale of cemetery lot~, and in part 
was to constitute a Free Grave Endowment Fund to provide a 
final resting place for the poor parishoners of the church.43 
Over the years, St. Mary's has remained one of the 
outstanding attractions in old Walkerville. The sylvan set-
ting and ulacid environs convey to the structure a sense of 
solemn dignity. It is not difficult to imagine that St. Mary's 
ivy-mantled tower and adjacent graveyard might have inspired 
Gray's Ele~ Written In a Country Chur~hyard. Although St. 
Mary's consitutes one of the loveliest areas in the former 
Town of Walkerville, her exterior beauty is rivalled by the 
excellent interior furnishings. 
Prominent in the construction of the church was Ber-
tram Goodhue, of the firm of ecclesiastical architects, Cram, 
Goodhue and Ferguson of Boston and New York.44 Goodhue was 
a designer of remarkable ability, who was responsible for the 
design of the four choir stalls in the chancel of St. Mary's 
Church. Following his death, these works of religious art 
were sought by the Smithsonian Institute of \/ashington, D.C., 
as an example of his talent.45 The parish book-plate also 
43st. Mary's Church Archives. Copy, Deed of Trust 
March 31 1904 Edward c. Walker et al. and Incorporated Synod 
of the niocese'of Huron. · The use of the t25,000 endowment is 
listed in "Deed of Trust'' while the regulations pertaining to 
the church cemetery are i~ Schedul~ "A", s.'s 7,8,9. 
44Daniels: p. 14. 
45Ibid., pp. 17, 19. 
designed by Goodhue was requested by the Congressional Library 
in the American capital as an addition to its collection, but 
the original ~ms retained by the alkerville parish.46 
During the initial year of services in the new church 
with a seating capacity of 250, 47 the rolls listed 330 members 
while the average Sunday School attendance was one hundred.48 
Like the other churches, St. Mary's sponsored a variety of 
weekday activities for the ladies, men and children of the 
parish. Possibly the most unique among these groups was the 
First Walkerville Company, Boys' Brigade. This was organized 
in 1901, the objects being to further Christian ideals among 
the boys of the church, and to instill in them a respect for 
obedience and discipline. The company was comprised of offi-
cers and men, the former usually adult members of the congre-
gation. The brigade participated in parades on festive occa-
sions and the activities of the company included the formation 
of a band. The brigade possessed its own colours and in the 
summer attended camp.49 The movement won such acclaim 
throughout the town, that several among the citizenry voiced 
the hope that all the youth of the town mi~ht participate in 
the movement. The result was the formation of the Walkerville 
46 6 Ibid., pp. 25-. 
47synod Journal, 1921-25, Abstract of Parochial Re-
ports to the Bishop for year ending December 31, 1922, p. lvi. 
48rbid.~ 1904-1907, Abstract of Parochial Reports to 
the Bishop for year ending April 30, 1905, p. xliv. 
49st . Mary's Church Annual Report, Easter 1903. 
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Cadets, an entity distinct from the Boys' Brigade of St. ~~ry's 
Church. Several of the key officers in the church brigade 
were asked to contribute their services to the wider town move-
ment, the result being that the Cadets soon assimilated the 
Boys' Brigade and th~ latter group ceased to exist in 1904.5° 
In 1914, a decade after the construction of the present 
church, the membership totalled 650 members, although the 
church remained only half full with an average attendance of 
125 parishoners each Sunday. 51 The Sunday School continued 
to flourish with 224 scholars, and an average attendance of 
131 each Sunday.52 After the end of the First ·~rld lar, the 
parish underwent a substantial growth. The roll in 1920 show-
ed a membership of twelve hundred souls, although the active 
adherents remained about 120.53 By 1918, the average Sunday 
School attendance had climbed to 210 each Sunday, which gave 
rise to much congestion in the latter area of church activity.54 
It seemed imperative that additional space be obtained and for 
this reason, a site was acquired in 1919 on Devonshire Court 
for erection of a new Sunday School addition. In the process 
of constn1ction of the Memorial Hall, as the structure was to 
50ibid., Easter 1904. 
51synod Jo,Irnal, 1911-1915, Abstract of Parochial Re-
ports to the Bishop for the year ending December 31, 1914, p. lx. 
52st. Mary's Church Annual Report, 1914. 
53synod Journal, 1921-25, Abstract of Parochial Reports 
to the Bishop for the year ending December 31, 1920. 
54st. Mary's Church Annual Report, 1918. 
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be known, in commemoration of those parishoners who had served 
in the Great War, it was felt that the building might serve 
as a church for the residents in the immediate district in 
addition to its original purpose.55 By 1922, then, Anglicans 
were able to attend either St. Mary's Church built in 1904 
or the recently constructed St. Mary's Memorial Hall on Devon-
shire Court.56 The membership in the older St. Mary's dimin-
ished from twelve hundred to 56o,57 the difference presumably 
being in the numbers that joined the new congregation. In 
the erection of St. Mary's, the Walker sons had continued the 
family tradition of providing for the spiritual well-being of 
the inhabitants of the town founded by their father. 
Presbyterianism was one of the earliest religions to 
appear on the Walkerville scene, b1t it was not until the 
first decade of the twentieth century, that it became solidly 
entrenched in the town. Possibly as early as 18$4, the Pres-
byterian Church in Windsor held Sunday afternoon services in 
the new music hall owned by the alkers who permitted its 
use for such meetings.58 In the summer of 1891 consideration 
55Danie1s, pp. 34-5. 
56vern~n t ~ c;~r, ~f w;~~~~; Oj;bw:; r~~~w~~h vlalker-yi11e, Ford and Riverside Directory for Yeaf 1922-23 (Hamilton: 
Henry Vernon and Son, 1922}, p. 663. 
57synod Journal, 1921-25, Abstract of Parochial.Re-
ports ••• for the year ending Dec€mber 31, 1920, P! l1v and 
Abstract of Parochial Reports • • • for the year end1ng Decem-
ber 31, 1922, p. lvi. 
5BAmherstburg Echo, ca. April 1884, Article 24. 
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was given to the development of a mission Sabbath School in 
the vicinity of Walkerville. 59 No action was taken in this 
respect however, until November of 1907, with the inaugura-
tion of a branch Sunday School in Walkerville located in the 
Forester's Hall, on Victoria Road ( Chil ver Road) near Vlyan-
dotte Street .. 60 In the same month, an organization meeting 
was convened in St. Andrew's Church in V'lind.sor, at vlhich time 
much enthusiasm \'las generated for the creation of a vialker-
ville congregation. 61 With a view to such an end, an invi-
tation was extended to Reverend Joseph Watt of Harrow, to 
hold church services in the Forester's Ha11. 62 Watt proved 
receptive to the idea and services were begun in the latter 
building under the sponsorship of St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church in neighbouring Windsor. 63 
In ugust 1907, the organization of a church build-
ing committee took place, the most prominent committeeman be-
ing Gordon M. McGregor, the president of the three year old 
Canadian Ford Company Limited. By January 1908, a site was 
acquired at the north-west corner of Windermere Road and 
. . 
59Ibid., July 10, 1891, p. 5, Article 108. 
-
60
rn the Possession of the Author, Golden Anniversary 
Booklet, Chalmers United ~~urch (\alkerville) Windsor, On~~' 
1908-1958, p. 5. Cited hereafter as Chalmer's Church Anniver-
sary Booklet. 
6IAmherstburg Echo, November 8, 1907, p. 7, Article 90. 
62Ibid., November 1, 1907, p. 5, Article 86. 
63chalmer's Church Anniversary BQoklet, p. 5. 
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Niagara Street, and in March, construction got underway.64 
The building progressed favorably and on the morning of May 
25, 1908, the Honourable M. L. Sutherland, M.P. for North 
Essex, officiated at . the laying of the cornerstone.65 The 
Walkerville F'irst Presbyterian Church was opened November 
12, 1908. 66 The basement was left unfinished in an attempt 
to economize, but the cost of the church and hall was 
$14:474~ 67 with the pews installed by the Globe Furniture 
Company of Walkerville, an additional $1150.68 
Mean~iliile the supporters of the infant church were 
active in the organization of a congregation. At the inau-
gural meeting of the session of the new church, January 2, 
1908, John Lorne and R. Johnston were appointed elders. The 
extensive districts assigned to the two men indicated that 
the members and adherents were few in number and scattered 
about the town. Elder Lorne was to administer to all members 
from Cataraqui Street, south to the Tecumseh Road. Those in 
the congregation residing between the river and Cataraqui 
64 6 Ibid., pp. 5- • 
65chalmer's United Church Archives. ~ffi Minute Book of 
the Session of the First Presbyterian Church, 'alkerville, 
April 26, 1908, p. 2. Cited hereafter as Session Minutes of 
Walkerville First Presbyterian Church. Also Chalmer's Church 
Anniversary Booklet, pp. 6-?. 
66chalroer's Church Anniversary Booklet, p. 8. 
67rbia.~ P· 6. 
68Ibid.: p. 7. 
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Street were the responsibility of Elder Johnston.69 On 
January 26, 1908, the new congregation held its first commun-
ion in the Foresters' Hall with the entire church membership 
of ninety-six present.70 
J 
Although a separate congregation, the Walkerville 
First Presbyterian Church retained its close association 
with the mother church, St. Andrews, Windsor, whose session 
was appointed by the presbytery to serve as the overseers 
of the youthful enterprise. 71 In February, 1909, a decision 
was made to secure a full-time minister for the church and a 
call was sent to the Reverend Peter Taylor who responded 
favorably.72 Reverend Taylor was a native of Hamilton, Ontar-
io. His theological training was taken at Knox College, and 
at the time of the Walkerville summons, he was assistant 
registrar at the University of Toronto.73 
On his advent, Reverend Taylor found a flourishing 
Sunday School, an Adult Bible Class, a Ladies Aid Group, 
whose endeavours had paid for the installation of the seating 
in the church, a Girls Aid Society and a Mens Social Club. 
Attendance figures proved encouraging with the number of 
69session Minutes of Walkerville First Presbyterian 
Church, February 8, 1909, p. 8. 
7°Ibid., January 24, 1908, p. 2. 
71Ibid., January 17, 1909, ·pp. 6-7. 
72Ibid., February 8, 1909, pp. 7-8. 
73ghalmer's Qhurch Anniversary Booklet, p. 5. 
127 
members and adherents showing an increase to 12?, over the 
original charter membership of ninety-six. 74· After an incum-
bency of seven years, Mr. Taylor resigned in October, 1916,75 
and took with him the best wishes of the congregation.76 On 
his departure, the rolls disclosed a membership of 269 mem-
bers.?? A number of additional church groups were established 
during Mr. Taylor's pastorate and the relationship between 
minister and congregation proved most fruitful. Mr. Taylor's 
successor was the Reverend M. Gordon Melvin of New ~/estminis­
ter, British Columbia. 78 An ardent scholar, and a native of: 
ntario, Rev. Melvin had passed eight years of his ministry 
on the west coast before he came to Walkerville where he was 
to serve for a period of nine years.?9 
The change in ministries occurred during the Great 
War, and in their small way, the congregation of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Walkerville, lent their support to the 
overseas effort. In 1914, three organ recitals, featuring 
soloists and the choir were held in sup ort of the Walker-
ville Patriotic R.elief Fund. 80 Congregational letters were 
74session Minutes of ~ alkerville First Presbyterian 
Church, January 20, 1910, pp. 20-22 and January 18, 1911, p. 3?.. 
75rbid., October 1, 1916, p. 8e. 
76Ibid., October 5, 1916, p. 89. 
77rbid., Annual Report of the Session for 1914, p. ?8. 
?8Ibid., January 24, 1917, p. 93. 
?9chalmer's Church Anniversary Booklet, p. 7. 
BOsession Minutes of Walkerville First Presbyterian 
Church, Annual P.eport of the Session, 1914, p. 79. 
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dispatched to the men at the front, in order that they would 
not feel entirely forsaken on a foreign battlefield.8l 
By 1917, the membership of the Sunday School had at-
tained such proportions82 that an expansion of facilities was 
necessary. It was determined that the most feasible remedy 
would be the completion of the basement beneath the church, 
which would permit the accommodation of additional classrooms. 
After congregational approval, the work was undertaken.S3 The 
project was completed in January of 1919, with dedication of 
the facilities on January ?3, 1919.S4 
In the same year, the Reverend Melvin explained that 
a number of Protestants were residents in the adjacent Town 
of Ford, where no services were available to them. He believed 
that a Sunday School should be established there for the accom-
modation of the youngsters. 85 This was done in February, 
1919.86 Almost simultaneous with the establishment of the 
Presbyterian enterprise, the Methodist and Anglican churches 
of Walkerville started missions in Ford. 87 The field was 
p. 121. 
81Ibid., October 30, 1917, p. 107. 
82Ibid., Report of the Session for 1917, p. 113. 
83Ibid., March 4, 1918, p. 1?0 and April ?1, 1918, 
84Ibid., January 9, 1919, p. 131. 
85 Ibid.~ February 2, 1919, p. 137. 
86Ibid., March 2, 1919, p. 137. 
87Ibid., March 4, 1919, p. 138. 
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unable to support three Protestant churches, ho'lf.rever, and the 
Presbyterians withdrew after several months, resigning the 
field to the other two denominations.88 
The post-war years constituted a period of rapid pop-
ulation growth in alkerville and in 1921, the inhabitants of 
the town numbered 7,059.$9 This increase was reflected in the 
membership of the First Presbyterian Church of Walkerville 
which had attained a membership of 708 souls, a marked con-
trast to the charter membership of ninety-six, fourteen years 
previously.90 
No additional Protestant churches appeared in Walker-
ville until 1919, when a Baptist Church, with the Reverend H. 
McDiarmid, pastor, was located on the southwest corner of 
indermere Road and Cataraoui treet.9l 
Catholics fell behind their Protestant counterparts 
in the erection of churches in Walkerville. Until 1884, 
Roman Catholics were obliged to attend mass either at St. Al-
honsus or Assumption Churches. Bishop Walsh of the London 
Diocese realized that prospective parishoners in the Walker-
ville confines of the Diocese should be provided with 
88Ibid., October 3, 1919, p. 143. 
89Population, 1871-1941, p. 100. 
90session IJfinutes of Walkerville First Presbyterian 
Church, Re ort of Session for 19?.2~ p. 191. 
91vernon' s City of Vlindsor, and1vich, /alkeryille 
and Ford Directory for the Year lql9-1920 (Hamilton: Henry 
Vernon and Son, 1919), p. 572. 
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additional church accommodation and after several visits to 
the area, His Excellency decided that the most suitable site 
for a church would be in the immediate vicinity of Walker-
ville.92 Acquainted with the fund-raising capabilities of 
I 
the Rev. James Theodore Wagner, who had amassed the required 
monies for the building of St. Alphonsus Church,93 Bishop 
alsh put the former in charge of gathering funds for the new 
enterprise just above Walkerville.94 Among the benefactors 
was Hiram Walker, who purportedly had offered St. Mary's 
Church to the London Diocese earlier, in the hope that Angli-
cans and Catholics might share the facilities, but the res-
ponse of the Diocese was negative.95 Success attended the 
efforts of Wagner and in r~~arch 1884, the first sod was turn-
ed.96 Two months later, a large number of people witnessed 
the laying of the cornerstone.97 On November 3, 1884, Bishop 
Walsh officiated at the dedication ceremonies of the completed 
ecclesiastical structure V'lrhich cost 12,745. 98 The red brick 
church,just above Walkerville on the river road, possessed 
92Amherstburg Echo, November 7, 1884, Article 77. 
93Ibid., ctober 24, 1$~4, Article 72. 
94Ibid., November 7, 1884, Article 77. 
95Private Collection of N. F. Morrison. "Religious 
Activities", City of East V:indsor (n.p. 1929), p. 74. 
06Amherstburg Echo, ca. March 1884, Article 20. 
97Ibid., ca. May 10, 1884, Article 37. 
98City of East Windsor, p. 74. 
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dimensions of ninety by forty-five feet l'ri th a seating capa-
city for five hundred parishoners. The interior of the struc-
ture was finished with maple flooring, pews of black ash, and 
an elegantly fashioned marble altar over which stood a statue 
of Our Lady of Lake St. Claire after '\<Thorn the church was 
named.99 This edifice was destroyed by fire in Karch of 
1907. 100 The present church, Our Lady of the Rosary was con-
structed immediately following the destruction of its pre-
decessor, being completed in l90S at a cost of 55,000. It 
was larger than the original structure.101 St. Anne's Church 
on Huron Street (Richmond Street) at Devonshire Road, the 
cornerstone of which was laid in November 1912, was the ini-
tial Catholic parish within the Walkerville boundaries. 102 
Possibly the most im ressive landmark of Walkerville 
is the commodious Tudor-style mansion, complete with court-
yard, stables and gatehouse known as "Willistead". This large 
residence was constructed during the two years 1904-1906, by 
Edward c. Walker, the eldest son of the late Hiram lalker. 
The stately mansion was set in the midst of a 15 1/2 acre park 
and derived its name from that of E. C. Walker's brother 
Vlillis, a Detroit notary, who died in 1S86. The E. C. Walkers 
99Arnherstburg Echo, November 7, 1SS4, Article 77. 
lOOibid., November 1, 1907, p. 4, Article S5. 
1°1Ibid., ctober 22, 1909, p. 2, Article 40. 
1°2The Church Cornerstone Cites the Date as November 
17, 1912. 
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moved into Willistead in January 1906, from "the Cottage" to 
which Hiram Walker had brought his family originally in 1859 
at the outset of his enterprise. The latter soon fell a vic-
tim to the wrecker's hammer after E. c. Walker moved to his 
new home. 103 
The exterior woodwork of illistead was the artistry 
of imported Bohemian craftsmen. The eavestroughs are of hand-
wrought copper. The stone used in the buildings was quarried 
at nearby Amherstburg. At the building site it was carefully 
cut· by Scottish stonemasons brought to Canada for this task.l04 
The interior of the Walker mansion was quite as im-
pressive as the exterior, due n part to the attractive panel-
ing and intricate wood-working capabilities of the Globe Fur-
niture Company of Walkerville. 105 The first floor of the tri-
storey structure housed: E. C. Walker's library, a morning 
room, a large billiard room, the great hall, a drawing room 
and conservatory, a dining room and several servants' rooms. 
Nearly all the larger rooms were dominated by impressive 
hearths with intricately carved mantels. The wide staircase 
leading to the second floor was a most exquisite example of 
artistry in wood. The two upper floors were devoted to bed-
103Carnegie Library, indsor. R. L. Daniels, Re-
Wil,istead~ Residence of the Late Ed ard Chandler alker, 
Submitted ~eptember, 1943. 
104
"Tudor Mansion LiiJ.ked to Company History", !boa 
Q~arterly Spirit, II, No. 3 ~Spring 1961), 16. 
105Daniels, Re-Vfillistead, Residence of the Ie.te 
Edward Chandler l'lalker. 
rooms for the Walkers, their personal valets, and guests. 
The third floor contained additional guest rooms and storage 
rooms.106 
Evidently, Mrs. E. C. Walker preferred shrubs to 
flowers and the former type of plant life, with trees, sur-
rounded the property to provide a degree of privacy. The 
Walkers lived an aristocratic life. Locally, they travelled 
in a large two-seated phaeton ~~th footmen at the frontl07 
and their Elizabethan-style mansion was the scene of enter-
tainments on a lavish scale.l08 
On the south side of the main residence, the lengthy 
promenade extending to present-day Richmond Street was paint-
ed green, while the \alkers were in residence. It was shel-
tered by an arch of catalpa trees, a flowering variety, 
which must have proven extremely attractive at certain seasons 
of the year. 109 The impressive wrought-iron fence around the 
property was erected in 1914 and 1915 by a Detroit firm. 110 
17-18. 
106The Quarterly Spirit, II, No. 3 (Spring 1961), 
107Private Collection of N. F. Morrison. Interview 
with Mrs. c. s. King, conducted by N. F. Morrison, November 
19, 1955. 
1°8carnegie Library, Windsor. "E.C. Walker is Taken 
by Death in vlashington", Jindsor Evening Record, March 11, 
1915, p. 1. Microfilm copy. 
l09rnterview with Mrs. C. s. "King, personally con-
ducted by N. F. Tvforrison, November 19, 1955. 
0 0 
11°Danie1s, Re-Wil1istead, Residence of the Late 
Edward Chandler Walker, 
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·'
7illistead has retained the dignity of bygone years 
and this imposing mansion, and nearby St. Mary's Church, both 
sheltered in sylvan solitude represent a touch of old England 
in old Walkerville. 
In 1904 a cultural outlet appeared in Walkerville 
with the advent of a town library.lll Previously residents 
of the upriver community enjoyed the privileges of the Wind-
sor Public Library which opened on Ferry Street on December 
6, 1894. 112 At its inception, the Windsor Library Board of 
Management in vi ted Vfalkerville to join \ori th it, 113 and since 
local petitions supported the idea of a library in the town, 114 
the Walkerville Council deemed it appropriate to accept the 
invitation of the Windsorites. Consequently, as of April 1, 
1896,115 alkerville citizens were permitted access to the 
holdings of the v·indsor library which consisted of 5943 vol-
umes and some sixty newspapers and periodicals. 116 In return 
lllOffice of the Chief Librarian, Windsor Carnegie 
Library. Windsor Public Library, Annual Report for 1905, p. 5. 
ll2First nnual Report of the Windsor Public Library, 
1895, p. L.. 
113rb1. d 5 
_., p •• 
114windsor City Hall Vault . MS Minutes of the Walker-
ville Town Council November 12, 1895, p. 274 and January 28, 
1896, p. 298. Cit~d hereafter as Walkerville Council Minutes~ 
ll5Second Annual Report of ~he Windsor Public Library, 
1896, p. 6. 
116Ibid .. , p. 4. 
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for this privilege, :175 annually was paid to the Windsor 
authorities. 117 Full membership in the Windsor institution 
provided an opportunity for Walkervillians to attend the 
literary evenings sponsored by the libraryl18 which were de-
, 
signed to foster a more critical attitude toward literary 
works. Periodically such evenings were held in the Walker-
ville Music Hall. 119 In 1900 the Walkerville grant to the 
Windsor library was increased to ·200 annually,l20 and by 
1902 it was raised once more to ·250 per annum. 121 It would 
seem that Walkervillians failed to utilize their privileges 
to the utmost as only eighty-five applied for cards in 1897.122 
The absence of figures for the ensuing years makes it impos-
sible to determine if this remained a true indication of 
patronage from Walkerville. 
ll7Windsor City Hall Vault, Second Floor, Clerk's 
Office. Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 120, M8.rch 10, 1896. 
In the preamble the sum is quoted as ~175, but in the by-law 
proper tl70 is given. However the former figure is correct. 
For verification, see Second Annual Report of Windsor Public 
Library, 1896, p. 7. 
11 ~Second Annual Report of Windsor Public Library, 
1896, p. 5. 
p. 397. 
119walkerville Council Minutes, September 22, 1896, 
120Sixth Annual Report of Windsor Public Library 
for 1900, p. 7. 
121Ei~hth Annual Renort for Windsor Public Library 
for vear 1902, p. 8. It is true that Walkerville did pay 200 
in 1898, but this was under special circumstances. See Fourth 
Annual Report for Windsor Public Library for year 1898, pp. 6-7. 
122Walkerville Council Minutes, January 12, 1897, p. 423. 
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On Friday, October 16, 1903, the present Victoria 
Avenue branch of the Windsor Public Library was opened, a 
gift of Andrew Carnegie. 123 The modern new facilities did 
not benefit Walkerville residents for long however, since the 
following summer the town established its own library and 
terminated the nine year agreement with the neighbouring Wind-
sor establishment. 124 Probably the citizens of the upriver 
town were wearying of the trolley trip to indsor, and then 
too, Walkerville was increasing in stature and was able to 
undertake the maintenance of her own library facilities. 
The first recorded meeting of the Walkerville Library 
Board took place June 16, 1904, at which time consideration 
was given to the proposed location of the new library. 125 
While the latter decision was pending, Board members visited 
libraries in Windsor, Stratford, London and Toronto to ascer-
tain the methods prevailing in these established institutions. 126 
In January, 1905, Mr. John Edgecombe became the town's initial 
123Ninth Annual Report of the Windsor Public Library 
for 1903, p. 7. 
124Annual Report of the Windsor Public Library for 
1905, p. 5. 
1250ffice of the Chief Librarian of the Windsor Public 
Libraries. MS The Walkerville Public Library, Minutes of the 
Meetings of the Board of Management, Jun~ lo, ~904, p. 2. 
Hereafter cited as ~linutes of the Walkerv1lle L1brary, Board 
of Management. 
126Ibid., July 4, 1904, p. 3. 
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librarian. 127 Two months later preparations were completed 
and the library was opened in the second floor of the Walker-
ville Music Hall on Sandwich Street (Riverside Drive). 12B 
The facilities were to be open Tuesdays, Thursdays and Satur-
day afternoons from 3-6 p.m., and Saturday evenings from 7-9 
p.m. 129 The holdings of the new institution numbered only 
414 volumes, 13° so borrowers were limited to a single book 
which might be retained a fortnight.l31 Scarcely was the 
library settled, when it was moved into a house on the north-
west corner of Kildare Road and Wyandotte Street, its first 
home scheduled to be razed. 132 Inhabitants of the town re-
ceived the library enthusiastically and the membership totalled 
360 borrowers at the end of the first full year of operation. 133 
In 1907 the library changed its location to rooms in the new 
Strathcona Block on the north-west corner of Wyandotte and 
Devonshire Road. It occupied a portion of the second floor 
127Ibid., January 16, 1905, p. S. 
128Anne Hume, "Library Service in Walkerville, Decem-
ber 1896-December 1936", p. 1. Condensed from the Original 
Copy for the Use of the City Planning Commission, June 1945. 
129Minutes of the Walkerville Library, Board of 
Management, February 9, 1905, p. 12. 
130Ibid., February 6, 1905, p. 11. 
l3libid., February 9, 1905, p. 13. 
l3 2Hume, p. 2. 
l33Minutes of the ~alkerville Library, Board of 
Management, January 2, 1906, p. 29. 
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there until 1922. 134 
Viewed from a contemporary standpoint, the Walker-
ville Library occasionally encountered vexing problems. In 
1918 a diptheria epidemic forced the closing of the building 
to alleviate the possibility of the spread of the dread dis-
ease via the circulation of books. 135 In addition, 125 to 
130 volumes had to be destroyed after they had been in homes 
under quarantine. 136 In this manner the public safety was 
assured although the destruction of the books must have been 
accompanied by much misgiving. 
In 1919, Miss Marcella Frebault, a graduate of the 
provincial library school inaugurated trained library service 
in the town. 137 By the following year library membership was 
1,419, holdings totalled 9,878 volumes and 46,S02 books cir-
culated annually. 138 A fine selection of newspapers and 
periodicals was available too, including: the Victoria Colo-
nist, the Regina Leader, Illustrated London News and Toronto 
Saturday Night. 139 Numerous donations were made to the library 
I34rbid __., 
tion may be found 
l3 5Ibid., 
October 15, 1906. Verification of the loca-
in meeting of January 8, 1917, p. 105. 
February 4, 1918, p. 138. 
136Ibid., February 11, 1918, pp. 143-44. 
l37Hume, p. 4. 
138Ibid 
-· 
139Minutes of the Walkerville Library, Board of 
Management, March 2, 1908, p. 72. 
139 
by the townspeople and the generosity of the E. c. Walkers 
was evident on many occasions. ll~O 
In 1920, an honours graduate of Queen's University 
and the Ontario Library School, Miss Anne Hume, succeeded to 
the post of town librarian. 141 Two years later, on April 8, 
1922, the Walkerville Library moved from the Strathcona 
Block to Willistead where it remains today.l42 
Until 1905, the fine brick elementary school at the 
south-west corner of Devonshire Road and Wyandotte Street, 
constructed in 1886, remained the sole institution of learn-
ing in the village. However two new schools replaced the 
older edifice in 1905. 
Catholic scholars in Walkerville had never enjoyed 
the privileges of a separate school in their to\'m and by 
1903, approximately 120 of them attended the separate school 
affiliated with the Church of Our Lady of Lake St. Clair in 
neighbouring Sandwich East. 1l~3 About the turn of the cen-
tury, this arrangement proved to be a source of difficulty 
as Catholic parents sought to divert payment of their school 
taxes from Walkerville to support their own institution in 
l40ibid., December 29, 1909, p. 121; June 6, 1910, 
p. 13?; November 7, 1910, p. 14.0; July 10, 1911, p. 158; 
November 6, 1911, p. 166; April 6, 1914, p. 35; June l, 1914, 
p. 41. 
97. 
l41Hume, p. 4. 
l42Ibid. , p. 6. 
l43Amherstburg Echo, December 18, 1903, p. ?, Article 
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the adjacent township.l44 The Walkerville townfathers were 
not entirely disposed to grant such a dispensation and more-
over claimed that they had no legal power to do so.lt5 For 
a time, the issue was before the courts, but the decision 
rendered was unfavorable to the Catholics. 146 In view of 
the unsuccessful litigation, the Reverend Fr. Beaudouin, pa-
rish priest of Our Lady of Lake St. Clair, determined to 
erect a separate school in Walkerville which town Catholics 
could legally support through taxation. 147 He was success-
ful in this endeavour and by September 1905,148 St. Edward's 
separate school on the east side of Monmouth Road, immediate-
ly south of Huron Street (Richmond Street) opened its doors.l49 
In the same year, a new public school was erected on 
a site occupying the block bounded by Victoria Road (Chi1ver 
Road), Windermere Road, Cataraqui and Niagara Streets. H. A. 
Beaton was the first principal of the institution.l50 Nine 
144walkerville Council Minutes, December 10, 1901, 
p. 321. 
145Ibid., January 14, 1902, p. 330. 
146Amherstburg Echo, February 10, 1905, p. 2, Article 
6; June 30, 1905, p. 2, Article 44; August 4, 1905, p. 1. 
147Ibid., August 4, 1905, p. 1. 
148Ibid., September 8, 1905, p. 6. 
149union Publishin~ Company's Windsor Directory In-
cluding Walkerville and Sandwich, 1908 (Ingersoll: Union Pub-
lishing Company, 1908), p. ~-07. 
150Ibid. 
U IVERSITY OF Viir~DvOR LIBRARY 
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years later, in 1914, the progressive community required an 
additional public school and King George School was constructed 
on Ottawa Street between Windermere and Kildare Roads. 1 51 
The town still lacked secondary school facilities, and Walker-
ville high school students were obliged to attend the \nndsor 
Collegiate Institute. 
In the 1870's and 1880's Walkervillians were inclined 
to seek entertainment in the neighbouring municipalities of 
Windsor and Detroit. By the 1890's and 1900 Walkerville 
possessed sufficient activities to keep its populace at home. 
Possibly the outstanding social organization in the town was 
the Tecumseh Boat Club organized in 1889. In that year a 
number of local rowing enthusiasts purchased the house of 
the Detroit Boat Club which was brought across the river and 
placed about one hundred yards below the Walkerville ferry 
dock at the foot of present-day Devonshire Road. 152 The club 
participated in numerous regattas against various American 
and Canadian societies. 153 Local Walkerville regattas were 
held on holidays, when club members vied for prizes donated 
sometimes by the Messrs. Walker, 154 who were prominent in 
151Neil F. Morrison, Garden Gateway to Canada 
(Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1954), p. 279. 
152Burton Historical Collection, Detroit Public 
Library. Burton Scrap Book, IV, p. 59. 
153Amherstburg Echo, July 15, 1892, .P• 1, Article 
114; Ibid., July 28, 1893, p. 5, Article 116. 
154Ibid., July 3, 1891, Article 180. 
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club affairs. This was particularly true of Edward c. \alker 
who for some time was president of the organization.l55 The 
members were the proud owners of a luxurious ten-oared 
barge donated by F. H. Walker in 1891.156 This craft, chris-
tened the "Ella" after Mr. Walker's daughter, was lavishly 
cushioned and carpeted and could accommodate thirty-five 
passengers. 1 57 Thrice weekly, the "Ella" might be seen 
churning through the waters of the Detroit River with her 
complement of club members. 158 The Tecumseh Boat Club en-
gaged in recreations other than boating. Annually, moonlight 
excursions complete with orchestra took place on the steamer 
"Sappho"; 159 monthly dances were held in the clubhouse in 
the summer 160 and in the Walkerville Music Hall in the cold 
' 
winter months.l61 The club possessed a bowling alley,l62 
with the Walkerville Fire Department, veteran bowlers, pro-
viding opposition for club members. 163 In 1896 two tennis 
155
rbid., June 14, 1895, p. 4, Article 75; Burton 
Scrap Book, IV, p. 59. 
ber 15, 
156Amherstburg Echo, April 10, 1891, p. 1, Article 51. 
157Ibid., June 5, 1891, p. 5, Article 86. 
158Ibid., ca. June 12, 1896, Article 77. 
159Ibid., August 4, 1899, p. 6, Article 89. 
160ibid., ca. October 15, 1890, Article 180; ca. Octo-
1890, Article 183; ca. November 15, 1890, Article 200. 
161Ibid., December 25, 1891, p. 6, Article 197. 
162Ibid., January 16, 1891, p. 5, Article 10. 
163Ibid., ,January 30, 1891, p. 5, Article 16. 
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courts were added to the club's facilities, and the organiza-
tion must have assumed a nature similar to contemporary coun-
try clubs. 164 
The Walkerville Bicycle Club founded in the early 
l890's165 played a prominent role in local social life as well. 
Bicycling seemed to achieve considerable popularity at this 
time and in Essex County, clubs were formed in small towns 
such as Essex, Kingsville166 and Leamington.l67 Periodically, 
wheelmen from various areas would congregate for a meet under 
the banner of the Canadian Wheelman's Association for substan-
tial cash prizes.l68 The colours of the Walkerville frater-
nity were red, white and bluel69 and the club membership usu-
ally hovered in the vicinity of fiftyl70 to sixty enthusiasts,l71 
although it could approach one hundred. 172 Two clubs existed, 
one for the junior,l73 another for the senior members of the 
community. Club activities consisted primarily of bicycle 
164Ibid., ca. June 12, 1896, Article 77. 
165Ibid., July 28, 1893, p. 6; April 13, 1894, p. 6. 
166Ibid., September 29, 1899, p. 8. 
l67Ibid., June 2, 1899, p. 6. 
168Ibid., May 10, 1895, p. 2, Article 59. 
169Ibid., July 28, 1893, p. 6, Article 118. 
170Ibid., May 17, 1895, p. 7, Article 69. 
171Ibid., May 23, 1896, Article 68. 
172Ibid., ca. July 30, 1896, Article 95. 
173Amherstbur~ Echo, August 23, 1895, p. 6, Article 110. 
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races. The seniors competed over a ten and three-quarter 
mile course,l74 four miles longer than the junior distance 
of six and three-quarter miles.l75 
Cricket,176 baseballl77 and footballl78 provided al-
ternative amusements for Walkervillians at the turn of the 
century, as did the gun club179 and the Walkerville Horti-
cultural Society. 180 Bowling, fostered by the Walkers since 
the 1870's, remained a community pastime.l81 In most of 
these organizations, E. c. Walker held honorary posts, an 
indication of his prominence and popularity in town affairs.18? 
For this reason, it must have been a saddened popu-
lace ~rhich learned of Edward Chandler Walker's death on March 
11, 1915, while visiting his sister-in-law in Washington, D.C. 
174Ibid., ca. August 1, 1896, Article 98. 
175Ibid., August 23, 1895, p. 6, Article 110. 
176Ibid., August 16, 1895, p. 6, Article 106; August 
5, 189~, p. 4, Article 105. 
177Ibid., July 14, 1893, p. 5, Article 108; July 26, 
1895, Article 97; ca. April 8, 1896, Article 45. 
178Ibid. July 14, 1893, p. 5, Article 108; October 
4, 1895, p. 6, A~ticle 130; April 1, 1898, p. 4, Article 36. 
179Ibid., January 20, 1899, p. 1, Article 8; Septem-
ber 7, 1900, p. 4, Article 106; December 25, 1891, p. 5, 
Article 196. 
l80ibid., January 10, 1896, p. 2. 
181Ibid., May 19, 1893, p. 6, Article 79; ca. March 
25, 1896, Article 39; February 11, 1898, p. 5, Article 13. 
1B2supra, see footnotes 176-181. These provide suf-
ficient evidence of this statement. 
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The eldest surviving son of the late Hiram Walker had experi-
enced poor health for some time, even to the point of wheel-
chair invalidism. Yet his passing was entirely unanticipated. 
Mr. Walker was a sometimes aristocrat, although this trait 
did not remove him from the people of the town. He enjoyed 
horses and ridin~ and kept a number of them in his splendidly 
attired stable. He was a world traveller and considerable 
time was spent with his wife collecting art treasures in var-
ious parts of the globe to hang in his Walkerville mansion. 183 
Naturally, Y,alker's frequent absences from the town lessened 
his local influence, althoue;h in the years immediately after 
incorporation he represented his father ably in the municipal-
ity.l84 
In his twilight years, possibly as a result of his 
declining health, Walker ~rew less energetic and became some-
what of a recluse.185 Yet Mr. alker had known the acclaim 
of the townspeople and at least once found the town decked 
in flags and bunting on his return from some distant land.l86 
The death of E. c. Walker witnessed the passing of a consider-
able portion of the family's influence from Walkerville. 
183The Windsor Evening Record, March 11, 1915, pp. 
1,3. Microfilm copy. 
184walkerville Council Minutes, February 13, 1894, 
p. 123; February 26, 1895, p. 211; April 9, 1895, P· 224; 
April 28, 1896, p. 344. 
185The Windsor Evening ·Record, March 11, PP· 1,3; 
- d d by N Interview with Mrs. c. s. King, personally con ucte 
Morrison, November 19, 1955. 
186Arnherstbur~ Echo, April 23, 1897, P• 5. 
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CHAPTER VI 
MUNICIPAL DEVELOP ME ~T I ALKERVILLE 
1890-1922 
Sixty-four years after Hiram Walker started his dis-
tillery enterprise in the Township of Sandwich East, walker-
ville attained her territorial maturity. On the order of the 
Ontario Raill'Tay and Municipal Board, dated June 5, 1920, 
parts of farm lots 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97 and 98 in the sec-
ond concession of the Township of Sandwich East lying north 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway were to be annexed to the 
Town of Walkerville as of June 15, 1920. 1 Such an extension 
would have provided 'Walkerville with an additional 540 and 
2 1/10 acres of land, which Walker and Sons, Ltd., and others, 
such as Major Howard E. Blood, general manager of the Canadian 
Food Products Limited, a subsidiary of General Motors Corpo-
ration, claimed was essential for the development of homesites 
for area industrial \\rorkers. 3 It "Vras true that Walkerville 
was experiencing a rapid increase in population which had 
1The Ontario Gazette, LIII, No. 45 (November 6, 
1920) ' ?208-9. 
2Ibid., p. 2208. 
3carnegie Library, ·windsor. "The. O~tario Rail"V'ay 
and Municipal Board ••• ",The Border C1t1es Star, May 28, 
1920, p. 19. Microfilm copy. 
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14? 
doubled from 3,302 in 1911 to 7,059 in 1921. This character-
istic was shared by the other Border municipalities~ Sand-
wich and V~indsor population figures had doubled too, l-Thile 
the absence of previous census reports for the City of East 
Windsor allow of no comparison.4 The City of Windsor appeal-
ed the decision of the Railway and Municipal Board claiming 
that the annexation of parts of lots 92 and 93 by Walkerville 
~rould interrupt Windsor's own development.5 This grievance 
resulted in an Order-In-Council dated August 20, 1920, which 
denied Walkerville the right to annex lots 92 and 93, but 
verified an extension of the Walkerville boundaries with the 
inclusion of lots 94, 95, 96, 97 and 98 in the second con-
cession of the Township of Sandwich East. 6 It was not until 
April 26, 1922, that the agreement between the Township of 
Sandwich East and Walkerville pertaining to the ultimate dis-
position of the assets and liabilities of Sandwich East was 
ratified by the Walkerville Council. Thus legally and offi-
cially ~alkerville attained her ultimate territorial extent 
on April 26, 1922.7 
4p 0 pu1ation, 1$71-1941 (Ottawa: The King's Printer, 
19 44 ) , p • 100 • 
5The Border Cities Star, May 28, 1920, p. 19. 
6The Ontario Gazette, LIII, No. 45 (November 6, 
1920), 2209. 
?Windsor City Hall Vault, Second Floor, ?lerk's 
Office. Town of Walkerville By-La"r, No. 914, Apr~1 26, 1922 • 
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The territorial development of Walkerville seems to 
commence in 1884 when the southerly limit of the town was 
Tuscarora Street. The latter street marked the southerly 
extent of Walker Road, Fourth and Third Streets. Second 
Street terminated at Brant Street and this constituted the 
street development in Walkerville in 1884.8 
Six years later in 1890, the southernmost limits of 
the town still failed to extend south of Tuscarora Street, 
save the Walker Road which extended well beyond the then 
southerly limits of the town. However \lalkerville was expand-
ing westward from its south-easterly nucleus at the distillery 
and three additional streets were laid out in the interim be-
tween 1884 and 1890.9 There was some development of First 
Street to Wyandotte Street; Susan Avenue (sometimes known as 
Victoria) was the scene of scattered dwellings southerly to 
Assumption Street, and extended to Brant Street. 10 Lincoln 
Road came into being in the spring of 1890, at which time a 
Windsor syndicate purchased a portion of farm lot ninety-four 
and began a new subdivision. 11 This street had little settle-
ment on it in 1890 however. Already the location of several 
8Hiram Walker Historical Museum Windsor. C. E. Goad, 
Map of Walkerville, Ontario, February 1BB4, Sheet Two. 
9Hirarn alker Historical Museum, Windsor. c. E. Goad, 
Man of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, Sheets Three and 
Four. 
10Ibid. 
11Amherstburg Echo, April 4, 1890, P• 6. 
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industrial enterprises immediately west of the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Railway were portents of the future industrial 
complex that was to line the Walker Road in ensuing years.12 
At the north-west corner of the Tecumseh and Walker Roads 
' 13 
stood the cattle barns, l<rhich were previously located on 
the riverfront adjacent to the distillery. 
By 1900, the Walker Road was extended to the vicinity 
of Niagara Street; Fourth, Third, Second and First Streets 
possessed a common termination point at Cataraqui Street; 
Susan Avenue stopped at Assumption Street; while Lincoln Road 
had experienced little development over the past decade, 14 
but for a few scattered residences. In the ten year period 
1890 to 1900, an innovation was brought to Walkerville as 
house numbering was introduced in 1894.15 Previously a com-
mercial establishment or private dwelling was designated by 
its relation to some well-known landmark or street, such as 
l 2Goad, Map of Walkerville, Ontario, December 1890, 
Sheets Three and Four. 
13Ibid., Sheet Four. 
l4The author has reached the conclusion above through 
consultation of the following Paving By-Laws of the Town of 
Walkerville: By-Law 34, July 14, 1891; By-La'~ 40, October 
27 1891· By-Law 62, May 25, 1892; By-Law 80, July 11, 1893; By~Law 152 August 10, 1897. Further verification which 
would indi~ate the above approximation of the street devel-
opment is correct is found in the street watering by-la\";. I 
think it is only reasonable to assume that unless some settle-
ment existed along the streets they would not have been water-
ed regularly which they were (Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 
217, June 11, 1901}. 
l5Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 100, October 9, 1894. 
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"north side Sandwich, east end v,alkerville" •16 However to 
contemporary urbanites, the numbering system would seem some-
what unique. Each house ~tas assigned a "key number", and for 
any successive additions to that structure, a fraction would 
be added to the original number. Thus a house with an orig-
inal street number of 9, might undergo subsequent additions 
which would necessitate a later house number such as 9 1/4, 
9 1/2 or 9 3/4 depending on the frequency of additions over 
the years.17 
In the fall of 1902, a new street was subdivided 
south from Assumption Street. The new thoroughfare, Garfield, 
was located in farm lot ninety-four, and began to fill the 
void between Susan Avenue (Victoria) and Lincoln Roads. 18 Two 
years later, this street, with the other north-south arteries 
in w·alkerville underwent a change of name. This action was 
more in accord with the attractive appearance of Walkerville 
residential streets, which were beautifully lined with trees 
and merited names commensurate with their appearance. 19 
16Example derived from Union Publishin~ Company's 
Windsor Directory, Including Sandwich and Walkerville, 1891 
(Ingersoll: 1mion Publishing Company, 1891), p. 116. 
1894. 
17Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 100, October 9, 
18
windsor City Hall Vault, !Jf..S Y"...inutes of the \. alker-
ville Town Council, October 14, 1902, p. 375. Cited here-
after as ~lkerville Council Minutes. 
19This seems to be the most probable reason for the 
change in name. In 1903 the Mayor, as one of the points in 
hm inaugural address made reference to the names of those 
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Consequently, on November 8, 1904, the following changes were 
made in the Walkerville street-names: Lincoln Avenue became 
Lincoln Road; Garfield Avenue became Windermere Road; Victoria 
Avenue became Victoria Road; First Street became Kildare Road; 
' Second Street became Devonshire Road; Third Street became 
Argyle Road; Fourth Street became Monmouth Road; and Fifth 
Street became Walker Road.20 
The period 1900 to 1910 was one of considerable ex-
pansion. The eastern portion of the town led the remainder 
and by 1910, the Walker Road has been extended south to the 
Essex Terminal Railvoray, with 1-ionmouth Road terminating at 
Ottawa Street which merely traversed that distance between 
Walker and lllfonmouth Roads. Argyle, Kildare, \'indermere and 
Lincoln Roads terminated at Niagara Street, while Victoria 
streets running north and south as "inappropriate" (Walker-
ville Council Minutes, January 13, 1903, p. 385). In the 
author's conversation with N. F. Morrison, local historian, 
the latter expressed the belief that it was through the 
wishes of Mrs. E. C. Walker that the street names were changed 
- since they failed to comply vodth the fine appearance of the 
Walkerville streets. This belief takes on additional signifi-
cance since it was the Walkerville Land and Building Company, 
of which E. c. Walker was president, that petitioned for the 
passage of the by-law which wo1ld change the street n~es. 
(Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 287, November 8, 1904). 
That the streets were well-kept and tree-lined is certain and 
mention is made of the trees often in the council minutes. 
Furthermore numerous photos are available of \'lalkerville' s 
handsome tree-lined streets (In the Private Collection of N. 
F. Morrison. H. W. Gardner (comp.), Walkerville Ontario, 
Canada, 1913, Including \'Jindsor, Ford, Sandwich and Ojibway 
(Vindsor: The Evening Record, 1913). 
20Town of \/alkerville By-Law, No. 287, November 8, 
1904. 
Road extended to Huron Street and Devonshire Road stopped 
at Ontario Street. 21 
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This decade w~tnessed the inauguration of new types 
of sidewalk and street construction. At incorporation, most 
of the vlalkerville streets appear to have been covered with 
grave1. 22 Shortly after Walkerville achieved town status 
however, cedar block pavements were introduced. 23 Cedar logs 
were sawn into blocks of approximately nine inches in length, 
after which the surface soil was removed from the streets and 
the blocks were placed on a foundation of sand, cobblestone, 
or later, concrete. The openings between the blocks were 
then filled with sand, and the result was an excellent sur-
face of a few year's duration, after which the inevitable 
wear and decay produced an impossibly uneven surface which 
could be remedied only throueh repaving. 24 In summer, the 
21This approximation is based on the following Town 
of Walkerville By-Laws: By-Law 301, December 27, 1904; By-
Law ·346, June 11, 1907; By-Law 349, August 13, 1907; By-Law 
380, June 8, 1909; By-La\.: 221, July 9, 1901; By-La\'1 233, May 
13, 1902; By-Law 257, August 11, 1903; By-Lal'J 275, May 10, 
1904; By-Law 394, June 14, 1910; By-Law 395, June 14, 1910. 
22Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 8, June 11, 1890. 
This by-law authorized the Board of Works Committee to pur-
chase sufficient quantities of "coarse gravel and other ma-
teriel" to keep the streets in repair. The ~act that coarse 
gravel is mentioned so prominently seems to 1mply that the 
roads were gravel. 
23The presence of these cedar block pavements is 
evidenced throughout the by-laws until about 1909. 
24victor Ross A History of the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, II (Toronto~ Oxford University Press, 1922), 93. 
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cedar block roads became dusty and required regular sprin-
klings by the town watering cart, a service which was paid 
for by a frontage tax in the early years. 25 About 1909 con-
crete paving was initially introduced to Walkerville, and 
although isolated instances of cedar block paving occurred 
after 1910, new paving was almost always of the concrete 
variety. 26 The earliest sidewalks in the municipality were 
wooden. 27 As early as 1894, artificial stone or granolithic 
sidewalks were considered to be superior replacements and by 
1898 the alkerville Board of Works endorsed a program pro-
viding for an annual expenditure of ~1000 in an effort to 
extend the town's granolithic pavements. 28 Such was the evo-
lution of street paving and sidewalk construction in Walker-
ville. 
Generally, the period 1910 to 1915 was somewhat static 
in terms of further street extension, very probably due to a 
process of consolidation of settlement within the existent 
. . 
boundaries. By 1910, however, the commercial supremacy hith-
erto enjoyed by Sandwich Street appears to have fled as 
1S99. 
25Town of ~alkerville By-Law, No. 191, November 14, 
26rn Walkerville, the first specified concrete pave-
ment was authorized June 8, 1909 (Town of alkerville By-Law, 
No. 380, June 8, 1909). 
??walkerville Council Minutes, May 22, 1894, p. 150; 
March 26, 1895, p. 217; April 24, 1895, P• 226. 
28Walkerville Council Minutes, January 10, 1899, p. 
126. 
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Wyandotte Street became the foremost shopping centre in the 
town.
29 A survey of v~lkerville in 1915, indicates that Lin-
coln Road had been extended 1300 feet south of Ottawa Street, 
the latter now being paved from Ialker Road to the western 
I 
town limits. Vlindermere Road had reached a point in the vi-
cinity of the future Seminole Street; Kildare and Argyle Roads 
stopped at the Essex Terminal Railway tracks, while Walker 
Road was paved to the Tecumseh Road. The remainder of the 
north-south streets terminated at Ottawa Street. South of 
the latter artery, Iroquois Street tlas paved; it "'as the only 
east-west street south of Ottawa Street.3° Although as 
29This conclusion has been attained through a com-
parison of the businesses located on Sandwich Street and 
Tyandotte Streets using the following directories: Union 
Publishing Company's Windsor Directory, Includin~ Sandwich 
and ~Talkerville (Ingersoll: Union Publishing Company, 1891); 
Windsor Directory Including Sandwich and ":1alkeryille, l$99 
(Ingersoll: Union Publishing Company, l$99); iindsor Direc-
tory Includin~ Walkerville and Sandwich, 1904 (Ingersoll: 
Union Publishing Company, 1904); Windsor Directory Inclndine; 
alke:ryille and Sandwich, 1910 (Ingersoll: Union Publishing 
Company, 1910). 
30The development of the town was obtained through 
the follotling Town of Walkerville By-La1.,rs: By-Lal'r 416, Novem-
ber 14, 1911; By-Law 437, June 11, 1912; By-Law 442, November 
12, 1912; By-Law 446, November 12, 1912; By-Law 471, July S, 
1913; By-Law 476, July 8, 1913; By-Law 477, July 8, 1913; By-
Law 478, July 8, 1913; By-Law 480, July 8, 1913; By-Law 537, 
August 7, 19ll~; By-Law 538, August 7, 1914; By-Law 542, Au.e-ust 
7, 1914; By-Law 545, August 7, 1914; Byi-Law d546, Au us~f7, 
1914; By-Law 597, September 1~, 1915. n.or er to verl. y my 
conclusion I cite the followl.ng located l.n the (Essex County 
Registry Office. Plan of the Town of 'alkeryille, County of 
Essex; Ontario by Owen McKay, Ontario Land urveyor, alker-
ville, May 23, 1916. Cited hereafter as Plan of the Town of 
Walkerville). This plan is precis ly the same as my conclu-
sion with the exception, I ~elieve~ that Lincoln Ro~d is pro-
duced to the Tecumseh Road l.n the llan. However thl.s was not 
sanctioned until September 1916 (Town of W lkerville by-Law, 
No. 639, September 12, 1916). 
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previously indicated, some of the streets extended south of 
Ottawa Street, settlement in the latter area must have been 
only scattered and sparse.31 
Five years later, in 1920, Lincoln, Walker and Kil-
dare Roads all terminated at the Tecumseh Road. Portions of 
Seminole and Seneca from the west town limits east to Kildare 
Road had been paved and immediately south of Ottawa Street, 
Iroquois, Dacohtah and Oneida Courts were now paved. Winder-
mere extended some distance south of Ottawa Street and 
Argyle's southern terminus remained the Essex 'l'erminal Rail-
way tracks. ~1onrnouth and Chilver Roads still ended at Ottawa 
Street.32 The decade between 1910 and 1920 was characterized 
by an enormous program of alley paving . Habitually the sur-
facing of the alleys failed to keep pace with that of the 
streets, but fell considerably behind the latter.33 In 1920, 
31The extent of settlement may be partially resolved 
by determining the extent of street lighting, which termi-
nated at ttawa Street with the exception of Windermere, Lin-
coln and Walker Roads (Town of \1alkervi1le By-Law, No. 5fe, 
January 20, 1915). I agree with Morrison who states that in 
1918 buildings south of Ottawa Street were few in number ( • 
F. MorrisonJ Garden Gateway to Canada [Toronto: Ryerson ress, 
1954], p. 2D5}. 
32Town of Walkerville By-Law 639, September 12, 1916; 
By-Law 763 August 12, 1919; By-Law 795, March 31 1920; By-
Law 801, J~e 8, 1920; By-Lal'T 802, June 8, 1920; By-Law 813, 
September 14, 1920. 
33The following Town of v.alkerville By-La~Ts re. resent 
the abundance of-alley-paving in the peri.od 1910-1920: By-
Law 436, June 11, 1912; By-Law 472; July 8, 1913; By-Law 481, 
July 8, 1913; By-Law 515, March 10, 1914; By-Law 539, August 
7 1914• By-Law 540 Aur-ust 7, 1914; By-Law 543, ugust 7, 
1914; By-Law 54b, A~gust 7, 1914; By-Law 566, October 3, 1914; 
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a feature of the Walkerville scene for nearly sixty years 
disappeared, with the removal of the Walker cattle barns at 
the north-west corner of Tecumseh and Walker Roads.34 
In 1921 and 1922, Windermere Road was extended to 
the Tecumseh Road and street development commenced south of 
the latter road with the paving of portions of Turner, Byng, 
Lens and Somrne Roads. Tecumseh Road, too, was paved from 
Walker Road to the western town limits. The year 1922 also 
witnessed the subdivision of the seventeen acre plot bounded 
by Huron Street (Richmond Street), Niagara Street, Devonshire 
and Monmouth Roads into two east-west streets, the northern-
most Navaho and the southern Cayuga. 35 These two streets 
were later joined to form present-day Willistead Crescent. 
The aforementioned plot was the site of the Walker-
ville Country Club for some years, where the two dominant 
sports were golf and lawn tennis.3 6 Although the latter was 
By-Law 594, July 13, 1915; By-Law 595, August 10, 1915; By-
Law 602, March 14, 1915; By-Law 631, June 13, 1916; By-Law 
636; June 18, 19lo; By-Law 642, October 11, 1916; By-Law 
661, May 8, 1917; By-Law 678, September 11, 1917; By-Law 
679, September 11, 1917; By-Law 580, SeDtember 11, 1917; By-
Law 721, October 2, 1918; By-Law 752, June 10, 1919; By-Law 
753, June 10, 1919; By-Law 754, June 10, 1919; By-Law 755, 
June 10, 1919; By-Law 768, November 25, 1919; By-Law 795, 
March 31, 1920; By-Law 803, June 8, 1920. 
34Walkerville Council Minutes, September 13, 1921. 
35Town of Walkerville By-Laws: By-Law 835, March 22, 
1921; By-Law 836, March 22, 1921; By-Law 837, ¥~rch 22, 1921; 
By-Law 838, March 22, 1921; By-Law 898, ·March 8, 1922; By-Law 
899, March 8, 1922; By-Law 900, March 8, 1922. 
36The location of the club is fixed by a photo in 
Gardner, p. 8. In the background are the spires of St. Anne's 
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a private park, two additional parks in the town served the 
public. Riverside Park lay on the riverfront immediately 
west of Devonshire Road and the ferry dock.37 It was leased 
to the to~~ by the Walkerville Land and Building Company38 
. 
and the Grand Trunk Railway.39 The park was completely 
equipped with benches,4° lights,4l sidewalks, shade trees42 
and on summer nights, Valkervillians had an opportunity to 
gather there and enjoy open-air concerts, courtesy of the 
town band.43 Bathing facilities were located in the westerly 
portion of the park.44 Another public park was located just 
south of Devonshire Road, on the site presently occupied by 
St. George's Anglican Church.45 This property was a gift to 
the municipality from the Walkerville Land and Building 
Church and St. Edward's School, l'rhich indicates that the 
grounds must have fronted on present-day Richmond Street on 
the site now occupied by Walkerville Collegiate Institute. 
For the activities of the club, consult Gardner, p . 5 . 
37
walkerville Council Minutes, May 14, 1901, p. 296; 
June 11, 1901, p. 301. 
3Bibid., June 11, 1901, p. 2q8. 
39Ibid., October 13, 1908, p. 305. 
4°Ibid., June 8, 1909, p. 357. 
l~libid., July 12, 1910, p. 433. 
42Gardner, p. 7. 
43Walkerville Council ~linutes, July 12, 1910, • 431. 
44
rbid., July 20, 1908, p. 295; May 30, 1910, p. 423. 
45Plan of the Town of Vialkerville, 1916. 
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Company. 46 
The t'..ro parks constituted additional patrol work for 
the town constabulary~ 47 which by 1912 consisted of four men, 
two patrolmen, a sergeant and a chief.48 Their wages remained 
low by contemporary terms. The patrolmen were paid 75 month-
ly, ~ 5 less than the sergeant, while the Chief of Police since 
1887, A. B. Griffiths, was the recipient of $100 month1y.49 
By 1917, the chief's salary was increased to $125 monthly, 
while the salaries of the five constables and one sergeant 
varied from ·95 to ~90 apparently depending on years of ser-
vice. Two weeks annual vacation were granted to the police 
force, which seemed to merit such a period of relaxed inactiv-
ity since they received only a single day off every two weeks.5° 
By 1917, the force was motorized, at least to the point of a 
single motorcycle.51 In 1921, the police abandoned the "lock-
up" constructed in 1897, and moved into the more centrally 
located garage at ~Tillistead Park 52 which had been donated 
to the town by the wife of the late Edward Chandler Walker 
4~alkerville Council Minutes, July 4, 1922. 
47Ibid., July 12, 1910, p. 433. 
48Ibid., May 14, 1912, p. 48. 
49Ibid., June 11, 1912, p. 54. 
5°Ibid., June 12, 1917, p. 51. 
51Ibid., ctober 9, 1917, p. 72. 
52Ibid., September 27, 1921. 
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in 1921. 53 In the same year, 1921, James P. Smith became the 
new Chief of the Walkerville Police Force.54 
The Walkerville Fire Department started in 1877 by 
Hiram Walker remained a Walker enterprise throughout the 
period of this study. Though still a private company, this 
organization provided fire protection to the townspeople 
without charge until March 1, 1916, at which time the town 
agreed to contribute 10,000 per annum toward the maintenance 
of the brigade.55 In the latter part of 1922, Walker Sons, 
Limited, still owned and managed the department but indicated 
that they were desirous of selling it to the municipality. 
However no transaction took place and in October 1922, the 
town fathers decided to retain the services of the Walker 
Sons Fire Department for the sum of 35,000 per annum commenc-
ing in 1923. 56 
The street railway '\'Thich consisted of the "Belt Line" 
in 1897, had progressed with the town in the following years.57 
In 190? an additional line had been constructed from Devon-
shire Road, east to the Walker Road and south along that road 
. . 
53Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 869, June 7, 1921. 
54carnegie Library, \tlindsor . "James P. Smith Took 
Walkerville Post", as filed in Windsor History Centennial, 
III c, 11: Historical Scrapbooks. 
55walkerville Council Minutes, January · lO, 1916, 
p. 333; January 20, 1916, p. 338; July 7, 1916, p. 3$2. 
56Ibid., October 13, 1922; October 26, 1922. 
57supra, Ch. III, p. 68. 
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to the Tecumseh Road. 58 Ten years later the railway company 
laid a track from Walker Road west to the corner of Ottawa 
Street and Lincoln Road.59 Consequently, by 1920, alker-
ville patrons were served by four routes: a line extending 
along Sandwich Street from the easterly to the westerly lim-
its of the town; a line on Ottatva Street between Lincoln and 
Walker Roads; a line stretching from the Essex Terminal Rail-
way tracks on Walker Road northerly to Wyandotte Street and 
west on Wyandotte to the municipal boundary between ~rindsor 
and V.alkerville; a line northerly from Wyandotte Street, a-
long Devonshire Road, then west on Assumption Street, a.nd 
north on Victoria Road to intersect with the Sandwich Street 
operation.60 
The town's transportation system was complemented in 
1921 by the introduction of a bus service inaugurated by the 
Windsor Bus Company. 61 The bus route started at Lincoln 
Road and Wyandotte Street, south on Lincoln Road to Huron 
Street (Richmond Street), east on Huron Street to Argyle Road, 
south on Argyle Road to Iroquois Street, west on Iroquois 
Street to Kildare Road, south on Kildare Road to Seminole 
Street, west on Seminole Street to Lincoln Road, south on 
58Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 337, March 12, 1907. 
59Ibid., No. 674, October 3, 1917. 
60Ibid., No. 766, December 23, 1919. 
6lwalkerville Council Minutes, ¥~rch 15, 1922; 
April 13, 1922. 
Lincoln Road to Tecumseh Road and back over the same route 
to the point of origin. A second line commenced at the cor-
ner of Lincoln Road and Wyandotte Street. It proceeded 
south on Lincoln Road to Cataraqui Street, east on Cataraqui 
Street to \\Talker Road, thence south on Walker Road to Edna 
Street, east on Edna Street to the easterly town limits. 
Adult fares \'Tere ten cents, while children paid a nickel to 
ride the system. 62 
By 1920, Willis Ephraim, Edward Chandler, Franklin 
Hiram and James Harrington, the four men 1t1ho as boys had 
accompanied their father to Canada, had follo"tred him to the 
grave. 63 In 1921, Mary Griffin Walker, the widow of the 
late E. C. Walker and his other heirs deeded the 15 1/2 acre 
property with the attractive Tudor-style mansion, Willistead, 
to the Town of \lalkerville for public purposes. 64 !'lo doubt, 
Mrs. Walker found the luxurious home too expensive to main-
tain, and then too, since the Valkers had no children, a 
large mansion must have nly accentuated her loneliness for 
her own family. A number of sti ulations accom anied the 
transfer of Walkerville's f:nes· .esi 'e ce t the rr. nici ality. 
62 Ibid.~ Augusto, 1 
63Wil1is E. Walker 
Collection, Detroit Pub · 
B 
n.p. 1930 , p. 89). 
p. 88). F. H • . falker died 
J. H. Walker died December 1 • 
64Town of Walkervill 
The legacy was to be known as Vfillistead Park. The shrubs, 
the trees, and the expensive fence which surrounds the grounds 
today, were all to be maintained in proper condition. Within 
five years of the conyeyance, the town was to undertake, at 
its own expense, such interior alterations thought necessary 
to fit the buildings for public service. A portion of the 
picturesque mansion was to be used as a public library to be 
known as the Willistead Library. The exterior of the fine 
Tudor-style structure was to be altered only with the approval 
of the Ontario Association of Architects to ensure preserva-
tion of the fine architectural design of the building. 65 
In Willistead, the Walkers left their greatest mater-
ial contribution to their tollm. In August, 1921, the town 
council moved into the second storey chamber in Willistead66 
from the public building it had occupied on Sandwich Street 
67 on the site of the first St. Mary's Church. The police 
department took possession of its new quarters the same year. 68 
The library \'vhich still occupies the stately mansion today, 
was transferred to Willistead on April 8, 1922. 69 
65Town of Walkerville By-Law, No. 869, June 7, 1921. 
66
walkerville Council Minutes, August 9, 1921. 
67Amherstburg Echo, May 20, 1904, p. 6; August 5, 
1904' p. 2. 
68supra, Ch. VI, p. 161. 
69Anne Hurne "Library Service in Walkerville, Decem-
ber 1896-Decernber 1936", p. 6. Co~densed ~ro~ the Original 
Copy for the Use of the City Plann1ng Comm1sslon, June 1945, 
p. 6. 
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In 185$, farm lots ninety-four, ninety-five and 
ninety-six in the first concession, the Township of Sandwich 
East were merely tract s of waterfront real estate in no way 
unique from other properties in the immediate environs. 
' 
Sixty-four years later, the same riverfront area was the 
site of a ~rosperous industrial community with a population 
of just over seven thousand souls. The town contained 
fifty-seven thriving establishments which provided work for 
3,822 employees. Annually, these factories produced goods 
valued at approximately ;32 million. During 1921-22, 1,235 
vessels visited the town and in industrial production the 
community transcended the older downriver City of Windsor 
with a population five times as great.7° The name of this 
flourishing municipality was Walkerville, its founder was 
Hiram Walker, and in the latter individual lay the secret of 
Walkerville's success. 
Psychology has unravelled many of the mysteries of 
humanity. For instance, it has revealed how the formative 
period of man's personality or character begins in babyhood. 
So it is with towns. With proper, loving care in infancy 
and adolescence, they ultimately become thriving municipali-
ties at maturity. Walkerville was most fortunate that Hiram 
Walker presided at its birth and guided it to adulthood. 
Undoubtedly when V,alker carne to Canada West, he did 
so as a typical entrepreneur searching for pecuniary gain. 
70canadian Port and Harbour Directory for 1923 
(Ottawa: The King's Printer, 1923), PP• 288-90. 
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In his initial years, Walker soon displayed his opportunism 
and prosperity attended his enterprise with remarkable rapid-
ity. 
Always the profit-seeker, by the middle 1870's, the 
distiller seems to have extended his interests to include 
the welfare of the settlement developing about his establish-
ment. Very soon, his actions indicated that he was not only 
an opportunist, but a visionary possessed of a progessive 
outlook. Within two decades after his advent, the tiny vil-
lage of Walkerville contained a church, school, fire brigade, 
water facilities including hydrants, and lighting equipment. 
For a settlement of its size, Walkerville's utilities were 
superior numerically and qualitatively.?! 
As he sought an efficient, well-equipped town, Walker 
demanded a proficient populace too. The fire department, and 
later the tiny police force were developed so near as was 
possible to perfection. The town inhabitants were carefully 
governed, and even a man of the cloth who proved recalcitrant, 
~ras dismissed from his post.72 Since he was the sole employ-
er and landlord of consequence in Walkerville, the distiller 
was able to exercise the greatest discretion in the selection 
of potential inhabitants, who faced possible expulsion should 
they fail to emulate the founder's lofty standards. The re-
sult was a model to~m from conception, with a population 
7lsupra, Ch. II, pp. 26-32. 
72supra, Ch. II, p. 27. 
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loyal to Walker. Next the distiller attempted to instill a 
spirit of civic pride in his populace. This was achieved 
through resplendent uniforms and praise in the case of the 
firemen.73 Similarly, the constabulary was attired in the 
best clothes available and every effort was made by ;alker 
to instill pride in the police force.74 The inhabitants of 
the hamlet became aware of their excellent circumstances and 
responded to Walker's overtures. The result was the evolu-
tion of a mutual respect between the townspeople and their 
patriarch. The Walkers never attempted to divorce themselves 
from their populace and made their private facilities avail-
able for bowling tournaments and la~~ socials and even dances. 
In short, Walkerville became a model example of em !oyer-
employee harmony.75 
Simultaneously with the development of a progressive 
settlement, '~alker built a self-sufficient hamlet, possessed 
of most of the niceties of life. In some of the services, 
such as the water system, Walkerville might have joined with 
neighbouring t~ndsor, but it didn't. Instead it preferred 
to travel an independent road. 76 In 1880 inauguration of a 
Walkerville ferry service was an additional indication of 
73su~ra, Ch. II, pu. 34-35. 
74su~ra, Ch. IV, p. 96. 
7 5su~ra, Ch. II, pp. 33,37. 
76su~ra, Ch. II, p. 45. 
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the town's quest for total independence. 77 Initially, when 
the electric railway entered Walkerville, the founder re-
sented the intrusion, until he discovered that the new mode 
of transportation fi~ted into his over-all pattern.78 At 
that point the electric road was made welcome. 
Irrespective of the founding of the settlement, the 
most important contribution Walker made to alkerville's 
prosperity was through the development of the Lake Erie and 
Detroit River Rail,.ray. Not only did it enhance Walkerville 
as a self-sustaining entity, it proved to be the town's point 
de depart, and Walkerville, given the impetus provided by the 
railway, never looked back. It became an important terminus 
for the shipment of county produce to Detroit, and excursion-
ists travelling over the Walker Road provided additional 
business for the local ferry and merchants, resulting in gen-
eral prosperity. More important however, was the ensuing 
influx of industry influenced primarily by the nationwide 
shipping facilities offered by the railway through its connec-
tions with other lines. Hiram alker furnished additional 
impetus to the transfer of industries to Walkerville through 
inducements of cheap sites and free water in addition to ship-
ping conveniences.79 The founder regarded an industrial base 
----------------
77supra, Ch. III, p. 46. 
78supra, Ch. III, p. 66. 
79supra, Ch. III, p. 77. 
170 
as the strongest asset of any town, and in this manner he as-
pired to build Walkerville into an industrial complex that 
would outstrip downriver \lfindsor. 
~~ile Walker .was interested in industrial expansion, 
he did not ne glect the aesthetic character of the village and 
so industrial development was generally limited to the Walker 
Road area. In an attempt to further enhance civic adornment, 
the distillery established annual competitions for the best 
flower gardens, the growth of vines on buildings and general 
household appearance. 80 
As industries moved into the village, a need for 
greater housing facilities became evident to contain the in-
flux of employees. By the late 1880's it appeared that 
Walkerville was possessed of a definite future and with his 
customary foresight \'lalker envisioned a need for better roads 
and other facilities including additional territory that the 
village could never hope to acquire within the rural munici-
pality of Sandwich East. Moreover, Walker's village was ex-
periencing so rapid a transition into a thriving place that 
Windsorites who had thought of it formerly as a mere suburb 
of their own town began to cast envious glances. In the late 
1880's, Windsor was experiencing a period of manifest destiny 
as it prepared to accept city status. Portions of Sandwich 
80T. D. Niven, "Walkerville; A Beehive of Industry", 
Windsor Evening Record, December 15, 1911, p. 15. Microfilm 
copy. 
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West had already been added to Jindsor's territorial limits81 
and in some minds, Walkerville too, would prove a lucrative 
addition. Faced with the dilemma of possible annexation 
originating in Windsor. and with a need for increased and im-
proved facilities as a result of the industrial evolution , 
Hiram vlalker petitioned for the incorporation of Walker-
ville as a town. Such action if successful would produce a 
two-fold result; it would probably mean that Walkerville's 
status quo as a self-sufficient, planned, model town would 
be preserved, and it would permit further industrial develop-
ment and the construction of employee housing with improved 
services for Walkervillians. In the encouragement of addi-
tional industries to the village and in seeking incorporation, 
Hiram Walker's dominant position in the town w·as definitely 
challenged, albeit ever so slightly. These two actions would 
probably lead to a gradual decentralization of power, with 
some going to other industrialists and to a council elected 
by the tmm inhabitants. In incorporation and the solici ta-
tion of industries, Walker was to discover if the spirit of 
loyalty, co-operation, progressiveness, independence and self-
sufficiency which he had striven to inculcate in the minds of 
Walkervillians had been securely implanted. He must have 
been relieved when he realized that his efforts had not been 
in vain. 
81
supra, Ch. IV, P• 90. 
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In its first decade as a town, Walkerville was gov-
erned in an efficient, progressive manner by civic-minded, 
industrially orientated mayors. The early mayors were long-
time residents of the town. They had witnessed its growth 
and espoused those principles instrumental in the to~m's de-
velopment.82 In the same progressive spirit of the founder, 
temporary tax exemptions were provided to new industries and 
to inhabitants who wished to build homes in \/alkerville.83 
Civic-mindedness governed council decisions, since only the 
82The following individuals occupied the Mayor's 
chair during the first decade of council government: from 
1890 to 1892; the Mayor was H. A. Walker, a nephew of the 
town founder, a resident of VJalkerville since 1864 and su-
perintendent of the machinery department at the distillery, 
with extensive property and business interests in the town ( . . . 
Ontario Toronto: J. H. Beers and Co., 1905], pp. 60-61). 
Thomas Smith was Mayor for 1893 and part of 1894. He was 
proprietor of a bakery and confectionary on Susan Avenue 
{Union Publishing Company's Windsor Directory, Including 
Sandwich and Walkerville, 1891 [Ingersoll: Union Publishing 
Company, n. d.] , p. 100) • C. M. Walker, Mayor for 1894 and 
1895 was a nephew of Hiram Walker, a resident of Walkerville 
since 1e63, and he held important positions in the distillery 
until 1897, when he was made superintendent of the enterprise 
(Commemorative Biogranhical Record of the County of Essex, 
Ontario p. 135). John Bott, Mayor for 1896, was a leading busines~man in the community (Supra, Ch. III, p. 78}. Thomas 
Reid the head distiller in the Walker firm, and resident of 
Walk~rville since 1862, \'Jas 1>-Iayor for the years 1897 and 1898 
(Commemorative Bio~raphical Record of the County of ssex, 
Ontario, p. 39?). In 1899 and 1900 ~he Mayor was Robert Kerr, 
manager and director of the Kerr Eng1n~ Company, o~e of the 
initial firms to locate in the town be1n~ started 1n 1873 
(Private Collection o~ Neil ~· ~orrison. WalkervilleB Canada 
fn p Canadian Souven1r Publ1sh1ng Company, June 189 ], see 
Ph~t;, "Plant of the Kerr Engine Co. Limit~d"). The,above 
listing of mayors was obtained from (F:eder1ck Neal, Ihe 
Township of Sand'tvich [Sandwich: Freder1ck Neal, 1909], pp. 
201-3). 
83Town of \valkerville By-Law, No. 94, March 27, 1894. 
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mayor was paid, and the councillors received no remuneration. 84 
Cedar block pavements and granolithic sidewalks were introduced 
early, as a guarantee that modernity was still to prevail in 
~alkerville.85 
Even after incorporation, Walker's advice was sought 
periodically by the town fathers through E. c. Walker who re-
sided in the municipality. The elder Walker's generosity was 
manifest in post-incorporation years in various town cele-
brations and the gift of the Victoria Jubilee Fountain to the 
townspeople. 86 
Hiram Walker died in 1899. As town patriarch, he 
always envisioned Walkerville as a progressive, self-sustain-
ing, model town, a separate, exclusive entity whose well-being 
would rest on a strong industrial basis. He endeavoured to 
foster a strong civic spirit, efficiency, and a unique relation-
ship between himself and the townspeople, that of working to-
gether toward a common end - a flourishing \ralkerville. His 
achievement resided in the inculcation of those important prin-
ciples in the people of Walkerville, who responded well, and 
in this manner the success of Walker's affluent Town of \ialker-
ville was assured. 
As Hiram Walker was the innovator of the aforementioned 
principles, the primary contributions of his sons were made 
84Ibid., No. 20, December 23, 1890. 
85su~ra, Ch. fl, pp. 155-56. 
86su~ra, Ch. IV, p. 108. 
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as imitators of their father's ideals. They introduced no 
innovations to Walkerville but they were steeped in the methods 
of the late Hiram Walker and they continued his policies. 
Among Hiram Walker's ·three sons, Edward, Franklin and James, 
the first was probably the most influential in the continued 
development of the town founded by his father. Whereas the 
other two brothers maintained residences in Detroit, Edward 
Chandler resided at Willistead in Walkerville. 
In 1890, the Walkerville Land and Building Company 
was incorporated and the entirety of the Walker real estate 
holdings in Walkerville was assigned to the management of 
this firm. Edward c. Walker served as president for many 
years until his death in 1915, while his brothers were direc-
tors in the company. 87 After 1$90, this corporation gradu-
ally disposed of the Walker real estate assets to private 
persons. In the process of this task, the firm influenced 
the plannin~ of the town tremendously. Many streets were 
opened, trees were planted, sidewalks and streets laid through 
the petitions of the Walkerville Land and Building Company. 88 
The contests for best flo er-bed, vine-covered homes and gen-
eral household appearance inaugurated by the late Hiram Walker 
were retained in an endeavour to maintain past aesthetic 
87Room 157 Parliament Buildings, Toronto. File of 
the Walkerville La~d and Building Company, Limited. 
ggThe Town of Walkerville By-Laws and the Town of 
Walkerville Council Minutes both verify this statement on 
numerous occasions. 
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standards and so Walkerville never lost the flavor of a model 
tm.m. 
Although Edward c. \alker spent a goodly portion of 
his time outside Canada in the pursuit of artistic treasures, 
he and his two brothers actively participated in many of 
Walkerville's social functions. In this way the relationship 
between the sons and the townspeople prospered and mutual 
respect was prevalent. 89 Hiram alker's spirit of generosity 
proved to be hereditary and in 1904 his sons erected the new 
St. Mary's Church as a memorial tribute to their late parents.90 
The environs of this ecclesiastical structure superbly reflect-
ed the Walker fetish for town planning. The private fire 
department founded in 1877 continued to provide free protec-
tion to town inhabitants until 1916, when an annual rent was 
charged from the municipality.9l The brigade, however, re-
mained a private enterprise throu~hout the duration of this 
study. 
Even though the Walker sons carried on their father's 
work, they seemed to lack that zeal which was so character-
istic of him. Yet such enthusiasm vras no longer imperative, 
for Walkerville was erected on such a strong foundation that 
it seemed impervious to failure. As more and more Walker 
real estate was transferred to private ownership, the family 
89su:Qr<!, Ch. v, p. 144. 
90su:Qra, Ch. v, pp. 118-19. 
91su:Qra, Ch. VI' p. 162. 
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influence was understandably diminished. However the legacy 
of progressiveness, civic pride and self-sufficiency remained 
with the townspeople, who as heirs guarded their inheritance 
carefully. 
In the course of the few preceding paragraphs, the 
author has endeavoured to show that the Walker sons continued 
their father's work based on his principles, albeit less en-
thusiastically, until their own deaths. In such a manner, 
they made no contribution to an increase of the family influ-
ence in Walkerville and at J. Harrington Walker's death in 
1919, the family was not nearly so powerful locally as it had 
been thirty-five years previously. This is not to imply that 
the ~lker influence had disappeared by 1919, indeed some 
might question whether it has disappeared completely today. 
Neither would it be proper to ascribe the decline entirely to 
the three Walker sons. It had begun even before Hiram Walker's 
death. 
Paradoxically enough, the construction of the Lake 
Erie and Detroit River Railway, which played so prominent a 
role in Walkerville's development, proved to be the very point 
at which the influence of the Walker family began its gradual 
descent. The Walker road ignited a chain reaction of events, 
all of which contributed to a reduction of the Walker domi-
nance. 
The immediate result of the railway was the influx of 
industry. The factories required employees and so the 
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population of Walkervi lle increased substantially. The vil-
lage's r apid growth aroused the envy of neighbouring Windsor 
which was contemplating the adoption of city status, and 
which recently had annexed territory in Sandwich West Town-
ship.92 Partially motivated by the possibility of annexation 
by Windsor, partially due to the acceleration in the village's 
developme nt, Hiram Walker sought its incorporation as a town. 
Such action temporarily assured Walkerville of its status as 
a separate municipality, but it resulted in the decentraliza-
tion of power with local matters in the hands of an elected 
council. As the largest tax-payer in the town, Walker still 
retained a strong voice in municipal matters.93 Even this 
control was of a transient nature though, since the Walker-
ville Land and Building Company continued to dispose of Hiram 
Walker's real estate to private individuals. In this way, 
the founder's influence as land-holder and tax-payer was di-
rninishing steadily. 
The death of the elder Walker in 1899 contributed 
greatly to the decline of the family's influence in the com-
munity. As founder of Walkerville, Hiram Walker had accumu-
lated much respect and in turn had provided the enthusiasm 
and wisdom which were fundamental in the town's successful 
growth. 
92supra, Ch. IV, p. 90. 
93In 1896, the Walkers paid eight-tenths of the 
taxes of · the town (Walkerville Council Minutes, September 
22, 1896, p. 397). 
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His sons failed to exhibit those qualities possessed 
by their father. Edward Chandler was the only one to reside 
in Walkerville. He displayed most of the characteristics 
attributable to an aristocrat, possibly because the difficult 
times familiar to Hiram Walker were unknown to himself and 
his t\<lro brothers. At one time the eldest son displayed an 
interest in horses, and kept a stable of his own for riding 
purposes. Entertainments on a lavish scale were held at 
vlillistead. Edward Walker \'ras absent from Walkerville for 
lengthy periods, as he and Mrs. Walker travelled extensively 
throughout the world, in the pursuit of paintings and objets 
d'art. As he became older, the master of Willistead became 
somewhat of a recluse, victimized as he was by a chronic ill-
ness which periodically confined him to a wheel-chair. In 
short, some factor always prevented Edward Chandler Walker 
from emulating his late father's enthusiasm and feeling for 
Walkerville. Either recreations and pastimes or illness pro-
hibited him from such a role.94 
Even if Edward Walker had inherited his father's 
energy' the development of vlalkerville since the founder's 
death almost prohibited a return of the Walker "dictatorship" 
benevolent though it might have been. The population of the 
community by 1915 was well over 300095 , additional industries 
94supra, Ch. V, p. 145. 
95p 0 pulation, 1871-1941, p. 100. 
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had located in Walkerville, and all the while the Walker 
land-holdings diminished through sales to private persons. 
After the death of E. C. Walker on March 11, 1915, 
neither one of the two surviving sons chose to live in the 
town founded by their father. Absentee landlords seldom 
enhance family influence and such was the case with the 
Walker family. 
In a sense, the success attained by the vlalkers in 
the development of Walkerville, was the factor in their 
decline. Their influence waned in inverse proportion to the 
municipality's growth, and the town ultimately became too 
progressive for even the most enterprising of the Walkers. 
Three centuries ago, England's most renowned drama-
tist puzzled the importance of a name. 96 In the name TJ/alker-
ville, the initial two syllables possessed infinite connota-
tions. 
96Romeo and Juliet, II, ii, 43. 
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1-1394. 
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